amyf lifetimes ago in
fm'—wwy city wamed
“Mimrvicossa’ there was i
,,‘, lowmaw. Iw this city fiey ld
wo voice, comil Eeep o property and fieir

prosperity was fakew Dy ofiers - in tis way ey
were w shive, Becawse of their status and
Because they lived so [omg ago their wanme Inis
beew forgotten - such'is five cruelty of sliwery
fiwt it seeks fo steal fie destiny of the enslived.

But, evew thowghi fie slavers of Marricossa
loped fo extimguishi the fire of this persow’s life,
fieir actiows lwave Bwrwed Diigiit tarowghh fire
years. Their deeds lnave

outtived fliose wio wished

fo clin their very spirit

i oW their mame is

lost, their deeds will live

ow forever fliromgh those

whose dignity they Kepf.

Todwy this persow is

Gwoww as “La Prolimito

ol Morfintoy” fo those

who remember tiew. In

Imperial this means “ The Speaker for fie
Deant’, here they will be called simply “ The
Speaker” - Because it is winit they aid: tiiey
refused the silence demmided Dy fiose wio
wisled them property.

The Speaker saw the sware tt tie slivers
Iy ahout tie weckss of those they Kept: makimg
tiem like cattle by everytiimg from fiem. The
Spenker asked: wiwt epitapli is there for fie ox

wiew it is to0 ol fo plowgie Wikt sowy is swmg
for the ewe wiew sie can wo lowger give lims?
The Speaker Delieved tt the owly thiwg left fo
those like tiiem was their spirit - wivich tie
poisow of slavery sougit fo Kill througlh rdsiiy
and laite - and 50 the Speaker cliose fo mike
their spirit @ mowwment, for ofiers - fo give their
memory 1o tiose wio woulit offierwise wot he

rememhered.

Every day the Speaker did wof cease their

fomgue_from reciting the wames amd deeds of

those like them wio it fallew Deweatl fire

leels of tie city that gave thiem wottimg, Eacl
day this litmy grew
fonger. Buft so sfromg wiis
their (ove for their
brotiers awd sisters, so
deep tieir Pride in their
siared strwgile, tiwt they
YEMEMDEred every winme,
Jace amd Cinstip without
fadt.

It was thew, as it is evew

fodmy iw Marricossa,
thaat ow the (Owgest wightt of the year, as the
stavers celebated tie festivals of their fulse
Jods, thwt sliwes were dismissed from sumdown
wntil after daww. In fie plices fiiese people
lived - with gl walls, small freartivs and bare
wmiats_for Deds - tiey el their oww celébrition
of the year passed wnd wllowed fiiemselves fo
dream of freedom. It was ow this wight encl
Hear tiat fie Speaker foli the tale of every
single wawe they lwid Kept since the last



celebration : refurwing tie deard o the liemts of
tieir kiw amd givivag them life owce more.

Owe year, draww Dy five sounds of limble
celebration, the owe wio eld tie Speaker’s life

Jelt w criel rage at tiiose wiom they wished fo
lwwe wottiweg, lwwing evew a pliace iw tie
Spenker's spirit. So foo did tie Speaker's litamy
Strike_fear in the shaver's emrt as they felt tie
imumiErahle spirits, Birnwing with defiamce in
the Speaker's words. In tiut moment tht
Keeper of lman lives glimpsed the mijesty of
trwe Pytde and turwed away in siame.

Unable fo hear such siwame, tie cowsmlyy slimer
seized the Speaker awd lwd them slimgiitcred
wpow tiie altar of tieir filse god in the foolisl
Belief thint with this deatli they might Gill tie
(itamy of wames - and fie Pride they

represented,

But fulse gods olil wo power over the liman
spirit and wiewever tie longest wight
approacied once more, every slie couli, af fiie
edwe of learimg, make out tie_faint rivytiom of
tie Spenkier's emiless litwmy, reaching beyond
tie veil of denth. These words woulid spill fortl
from the moutts of their Giw - gathered fo
remember and celebiite the depmrted. In fhis
wal as lifetimes laave passed tiie Pride of owr

people s beew sustained evew as fiie mime of
the Speakier's mister, wnd e filse god they
worsiip lwis been forottew fo all,

Today, we who remember the Speaker continme
thi's frivdition : eacl yemr we speak for tire dead
s0 they will wot e _foryotten. With thiem we
sture our Prosperity, iowever small - giving it
fo those wio were dewied it 50 they may fimid
tieir way throwgh tiie Labyrintt of Refwrw. We
remember foo tie Speaker themselves and
strive fo_follow their example, Keeping their

story alive so tiwt we miy all wever he

Jforyotten.




