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The following letter arrived by winged messenger.

Burgher:

T wsill be frank and Anect: wy lingoll wade {fe anduoue | %;&MH?
beceech, the feroes v{j’meMVZ % i 4 COMMON ﬁw %‘@ wtne indfead
Ak Aow wilh a cunce ¢ bwu?ﬁ’ wnAue W Wt A N d”mv\?m%‘
cold, bt te m%wﬂ”mcﬂ g WE&Q oo thew has haed wwerons
MP&&\?Q and Taees g0 owr onchande apd WW and fag uﬁmﬂf@ WVW {fnee
Aedicaled cilizene a4 tfe ngM fow a prosperone eason i tfe ?(Meﬂ a4 i
ﬂ/bﬂz?&t.

73 wonden at e Zicdon of tese ritialide who cavs (7% agﬁ&aﬂﬁm COUSHS
i thic vay: BQPECMM thoee woho had been awiled to dwil. Thic ic atovable
wourd on ot 9‘@%& as a fywaly and an weodted dffcully at aw alteady
Adfcult tine.

7 ack yo Burafer o etzov: wohat will you Ao abouf 17 7 mcker oun
loeces 6w}w thic W il e crowre and vt woould have Hie &e‘%z':( by tfioze
mi&Wu@aﬁmf@W%/VﬁﬁeWm&fﬂn Aatewerl on the: MW%{
C uct.

ﬂwwﬁfﬂ%v\k DU T sMw@wﬁZ@—mﬁ/b% el o w0t a lighl o
U DU 9% W M’%y WM[@ caﬁmﬁf@m a ﬂﬁﬂ/‘z(@
%&m@w@ n afl 176 Vamuehla - and, 1% EWPM

- /M’ﬂﬂ%ﬂ /<€/WVM keﬁm/
Blact P ineHouze, M ‘Mﬂzf?ﬂ
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TRk yoy fo fot Aecerving my b e the Seqson JuSE past. we
appiccrats fht Tl i e = fot abone e Virnsihn - 12 sinple. Ve
a‘te nf impaped - we ate %émz‘, we qte ?l/;'a 7o a é/omym hat
ofhers seerm to see qs an rconvement Toutk.

w can o(y/wéj "t pte that a nerghbout who takes (ot «s witk
noting offeted rie tetutin 18 mpprogretons - wot that angtiing
conld qpproack qpt seconypense for what these mtual nerighbonrts
seek 1o dbvest trom ws. JThig 15 to speak nothing elde abowt theit
et tluons Kabite. AW s ucbrstand Bt Wisedon dttes
WAt we ate canlions: we didagtee that we Kave not been = onts /¥
an oA ﬂ/&’a/om when 1 comes to those who fve m the degp woods.
T tust ipfore gow to e s i fatwig mote abowt whkat
tarend2 ot pations these nerghbouwts twight Kave. JThe otder of the
Sitert G might offer you assistance - T oo not foresee the
Senctte wishing o expend 18 precous esomices on a Vrwsihan
thteat suck as this. Gt we Loust that yov will seck many
oppotlyniies.

T kape that you ate well as the summet sets the degp forests
steating andd dirves back the snow on the mowidains. E'very
seqson
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The following letter arrived by winged messenger.

we war 5 @ Season wasted - T ask tha you gind kel Wettns
and prepavie for what we see as ineullatle - the tmatual Erogretty
to be gared By wighting many wiongs all af once. e vi?, awarf
Whateret difcovetres Yon fee/ ate /i%ﬂ%/ of coutse = byt once we
ate cettarin we will need o act decizively to cutl out the maggark.

Tne Vettue,
- Whdbmin K agmron K ettou,

The j%mﬁ’a off Stetn Stone, X efsor
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TRank gor (o1 gout words of Sypport duting tmy ki’ s usit in the
season just gone. LIt in e - fot abone in Virushha - 1% singple
and we wnderstand (3. m/& Kope to show ont %f%ﬁw& Z%iowyx
Out adions. to shate ont ﬁ/rzf/;m on o danget that others seetm
to See as an rconcement Ciuik.

m/& can o(y/w&j s Lute TRat 4 ner’y%éofwi who takes ﬁ@/n s witk
nothing offeted i Actwtn 13 agprosretons - nof that anything
conld qpproack gt seconpense for what these tmutual neighbounrs
seek 1o dhvest trom ws. JThig 15 to speak nothing elde abowt theit
wertlnons kabtle. ANl us ndbistand that Wygefom dbettes
Rt we ate cantions. we disaqtee TRAt we Kave not been = owis 13
an 0/&/ MS’&/@M when 17 comes to fhose wko /’4/& i The 6/5% woodz.
1A Kope ThAT yom ate PN éﬂ/ﬂtﬂ’y movte qbowt what Puends
ot putions these nerighbounrs might Kave. The order o the Stteut
G /my/z‘ Be a Soutce of assistmee - tmy MM/%SZ’&(M@ 12 that
the Senctte will be reluctd to expend i pireciows resontces on o
Vatnshhan threat suck as 7. “Porkaps ete ate doimalt ot
other Bargams that can Be made to discovet these things.

Doesphte the afffidions suiffeted By my ki dwting ther 5t we see
the temarvng geat as one tall ol potadiall “Gut coety Seqson we
wart 5  season wastid - I ask et you Génd ke Wasdens
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and make /imé/y for what we See qs theatalle when it comes to
z%o;’&

e the degp woods. e tmntual %@ny to be gared by ot
tubiing the Whse andd Clowrageons patk camt bo wndsstated. U
will cwart whatever digeovetres gov feel ate tequrted of conise -
Bt once we ate ceftanm e M% need to Tutn ovet the /i@zﬁiy /Oﬂ and,
cSocnse what fes benedtk.

T Vbttne,
- Werdbmin K agimiron K ettou,

The j"’éwﬁ’a off Stetn Stone, X efsor
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Thank gou (ot your efforfs émr%/r%u//@iz‘ fot my ki
Awting thert oSt i the season passed. We tegtet that you conld
not be present youiself = But 1 18 ont kope thet we can SEHGEnd
ot wary fosmard fogeller. Lt in e - 1ot afone iie Verosilhn -
& Sitple and we yndlerstand T3, U kope o show owt Vsgiomee
Z’//i@wyx ont adions. to Shate ot MZM on gq 6/6(1/%% hat
others seern 1o see qs an thoonvenent Lrutk.

Tt 2ute we can btk agree URat @ nerghkbowt that takes and offers
noz%hg Back 3 ynprospetons - and T3 12 nor to mention the
nattwte of What these neighbours take trom ws. Thete s alko the
matter of thert othet mose. .. ynckitwous kabits - and the degpet
A0 Thert presence coamn Swggest. Wisetom dictates theat we ate
cantions. we only diagice when ofhets say that we Kave not been.
Ois 8 an olll Wisdom and! a Whsdon kard - earned trongl
Aarsh fossons. ﬂ/& Kope thAL yom ate st in ééf/inmy mote qbowl
wkat (/pimwfﬁ' ot /qﬂons’ These M'yﬁé@wiﬁ' /myﬁf Aaee. 7& otdet of
the Sttt &N wight Be o Soutee off assilance - my
wncbrstandtig 13 et the Senctte witl be seluctant o expend it

precions desontces on a Varusihan tlreat sk as 1oz, Toikaps
thete ate eletnals ot offet Bargars that can be made to diseoret
these things.
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Doesptte the affidions suiffered By my ki dwiing theit v, we see
e th/hg ycc(/i as one ﬁ% offoéﬂzf'c/ 674/%7 Seqson we warf
& a season wasted - T ask that you gind sktlod Wardens andt

prepate for what we see as entatle - the mutwal Etospenty to
be gared By wighthng many wiongs all af once. 1A will qwart
whatevert didcovesres §ou ee/ ate /ic?/w?iw/ off contse = Byt once we
ate cettarin we will need o act decizively to cutl out the maggark.

Tne Véete,
VWdtnir K azimsron K atou,
The jLé?arﬁ’& off Stetn Sttone, X eftor
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TRank gow (o1 yout words of Sypport dutig my ki $ vst i the
season just gone. LIt in e - fot abone in Virysha - 5 singele
ad we wudesstand sz We Kope fo show 0wt Ugtanee frongh
out acions: 1o shate ont ﬁﬁs/:/zm on a danget that othets seetm
lo See qs an rmconverent Thutk.

Wl/a can o(y/wef "t Lute At 4 m’ydé@wi who takes ﬁ@m w8 Witk
nollring offered i Aetwtin 13 sprogpetons - wol that anylhing
conld qpproack gyt scconypense for what these tmtual neighbonrts
seek Vo divest ot ws. Thig 13 to speak notling elbe abow theit
winerttnons kabtle. ANl us ndbistand that Wygefom dbettes
At we ate cantions. we diZagtee that we Kave nor been = onis 13
ctie oA Do when 1t comes o those who fue i the dhp woodk.
T 12 out eqinest fequest Uhat yow ate able to swil?y assgwage
tears around what (irend? ot petions ont neighbours might Kace.
% otdet Of he 5%&'2’ 74 huyKZ’ be a Soytce Of assistance - my
wnderstanding 15 that the Sencte will be seluctantt to exprend 1t

plecions tesotces on a Veonshhan tieat suck as 1. ot of
contse, qs oyt c/eczf%/ qup’@i he /ieooymﬁ’e y@mxi o(/uz%@/ir@ m
Suck thriegs.

Doespite the affficions suiffeted By my kin duting thert v, we see
the Aemariving year as one full of potential. “Cut every season we
wart 18 o Season wasted - they ate ou? thete and they cordiive to
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act white we ave testiamed by out Loyally and regpedt to the ult
of Yow. The tanitwal’ 'Pwﬁ'/&irfy to Be garmed By the MS’& and’
Covtageous patk camndt be yndbrstated. W witl ot whettooer
diSeovetres Yo ree/ ate /i%(mr?iw/ off contse - But once we ate
cettaric we will need o tuin over the 1otfling log and deanse what fies
beneatk.

Tne Vettue,
“Whdbmin K agimron K ettou,

The j%mﬁ’a off Stetn Stone, X efsor
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[hank you for your supporti\)e letter. [ have not been back on Asavean shores long,
but work is apace to continue the work 6egun in the ear/g Sprmg

We f[nc/ fert[/e soll for the truth here in Marracossa: it is well tilled and has been
watered with the blood g( many Virtuous souls who have come bgfore me. [t possesses
the same Variety of ‘misuna/ersmnaj/'ngs’ or integmte(/ fo//a be[ig(s that others have
foum/ elsewhere across ;454\)%, but t/)ég are recept[\)e to guia’ance and [ncreas[nglg
able to imagine a future begom/ the tyranny of their overlords

[ have taken to heart the \/D[sdom Yyou and the others [mpartea’ upon me When we
met and have spreaa’ the guia’ance to other missionaries active in Marracossa. T/zough
we are not suppress[ng the imolvement g" janon, We are clear that we believe that
the eternal was a mere moth to Virtue's ﬂame: not the other Wﬂg around.

+owever we are not alone in our Vefforts: [ bnow g[ Sumaahnese Wor/dng in secret
much as [ am and have gooa’ relations with them. Theg have asked @‘ter what we
have discovered about Alberto and [ have shared coples gf the judgements re/atz’ng to
Alberto and the other Asavean martyrs and have taken the same line with them
regara’[ng Janon. Of course t/zeg see any touch g‘ the realms as mrrgmg a subversive
taint and it has taken all my cr@(t as a a’z‘p[omat to not dismiss what has
/mppeneo/ here owtn’ght, [ Imagine what /mppem next will lie with the Sumaahnese
sgnoa/.

[ have some other stories to share - I cannot spea/c to the truth in these, but gﬁ(er
them as so much cloth for an Archavist to tailor as theg m[ght it [hese have been
recounted to me @ those who are at risk g[ a’z’scox)erg, but are /[/ae/g third or fowt/:
hand tales:
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Soon after the Jprlng Eqmnox the newlgmrrl’\)ed satrap to the terr[torg soug/qt to
make a specmc[e out of the dﬁeat of the Marilen rebels: t/zeg had the
mithril-imbued arms and armour gf their foes loaded upon a s/u’p to be r[wallg cast
into the sea as an offering to one of their fa[se /Mmthe(m [ have been told that no
sooner as the s/u'p had [g(t harbour with the satrap at its helm than a rogue storm
gathered from the north (the more fanciful retellings claim it arrived from Marilen
[tse[ﬂ and tossed the s/u’p and its cargo gf p[um/er and priests so \)[o/entlg that the
ritual was abandoned and the Weapons Simp[ melted down instead

The second rumour is interesting because it seems to h[ghllght c/jﬁcu/tles 6eing
sufferea’ /)9 the Asaveans in its Wor{aforce: it seems that a/esp/'te the value in
retwm’ng the mines that surround Marilen to Wor/a, that the entire reg[on has been
ﬁectiﬂelg abandoned for want g[ slaves to restore them to olnemtl'on. Locals say that
the water in the city [tseﬁ has also gone bad - that it ﬂoWs red (supposec/lg With
the blood gf all those s[aug/ztered on the sz’te) and is poz’sonea’. [t heartens me to
know that the Emp[re’s efforts to crush the obscemtg of slm)ery has borne such fruit

for our enemies.

[ will continue my Work here and wish You e\)erg success with your own in ;4n\)[[.
Mag our Imt/:s one a’ag Cross agm‘n,
- Enoch
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Cgfeea/y&
T have passed thus letter through the Casinean Embassy so that it
may reach the correct Ambassador in A/l T request {%ﬁ you are my

ent 11 a certain matter of terest 4o @569( as a Prister and my
peers (nthe ﬂgﬁ House g(}(mbdlm

First an introduction: T am Tul %Z/W T dwkell in Timyj and extend
my greetings 1 may be found in he High House of Ambition where T
serve as an assistant €0 the Cardinal of Ambition. I write ahead of a
_journey 40 your courtry as part of an embassy —T hope soon 10 riiake
your acgmm/zce n  person

T white in response $o ongoung efforts between our peoples to topple
the Zdalafef\sj;‘/z(m/m Zﬂ/zdmégrffﬁm (o fﬁej([/“@SJOD ﬂ/mfue.ﬁp ou
may be familiar With the islands of Marracossi and Their status as
vassals o the Asaveans Recert rew’s tells of an uprising by the
enslaved people of Marracossa fﬁmfj(() Wt Deneath the basiner 9f the
Way OZZ uvestigations have fourid izt us is true ~ and 1hat 1he
éea&gr of this wprising whs s possibly a trained Priest of the Way ~ or
at least was acting on éeﬁay of ore 1. have been told that this newls
has reached Casifiea and have read several statements on the Virtue 9
this uprising that were made by your Assemblies during ds Spring
sesstons of 386 gf .

Of particular irtterest are, fudgements 1 and 166 which refer 4o the
%’ofemnfw/wd leader Alberto Acclal and a second lgure Amika

cclal and their actions in bringing Virtue 4o Asarea This aligns wWith
the 2 findings of our owh actors acfoss the lands of the Asay and 4o
speak plainli there is an appreciable 2 feell that our Assemblies and
Your owh may share i OUr assessmert ﬁﬁe ractiure and quality o
what has happened in Marracossa. Such synchronicities in spite of he
M’dm&xy %f; i ée&g‘ that e betwlen us are 2 preclous ew//;ﬂd here
are some see these @906/24@5 as not 0/2@ bez'/y a /"Zdﬂe betwhen
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Asavea and the W@ but between Tungj and Anvil as well But wk
shall not be rushed i matters of human destiny ~ and the sparks
scattered by the Acclatls may yet need 4o be stamped out

This 5 foeling arises from our discovery o the potertial més;?wwn 9
_6

humian agency by a malign Z/ﬁumcez tiat actions were wholly or i
part the resilt 0 /nfgml allras that robbed those affected 0 the 4rue
aqgency require j(Of irtue 4o be manifest The degererate idola ry g(
{ze ){%Vm/zs miust not be replaced with a debasedf()mz g( the Wag

that (s tairted by the agendas of Fernals

That is why T have reached out to you T wWish that you /nﬁ act on
? éehaﬁnd consult wih those Wqﬁo mgﬁf be my oppostte (n your

mpire Praster who are in/olved in leariiing more about the Atctats
and the nature o their efforts in Marracossa. 1 ask that you report
on whether or fiot there has been i/tﬁ;g‘ere/zce by the Km%w 50 that T
mj resent o 40 my Assembly Furttier, T would request that you

i /Lje[; whatever you can abolt fﬁmfgw‘e%of our cméc’wecfy
comdemﬂ()/zygﬂqﬁeér - posstble Lxemplar or Paragonhood T would
hope 10 recew? this uiformation when T arrive 11 your capttal at the
comzxy Solstice

1 getend my sincere apprectation for your pelp, if rendered
With respect

%%ﬁ House g‘/a(/némm Timoj
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The following letter was waiting for you upon arrival at Anvil.

WE ARE GRACIOUS FOR THE HOSPITALITY YOUR FRIENDS
EXTENDED TO US LAST SEASON. THE STORIES OF OUR VISIT TO
ANVIL HAVE AMUSED OUR ANCESTORS GREATLY AS THEY HAVE
NOT SEEN BEYOND OUR FOREST IN A LONG TIME.

WE HOPE THAT YOUR EFFORTS THIS SEASON ARE FRUITFUL:
GRANDFATHER HAS TOLD US THAT NOTHING YET HAS CHANGED
FROM OUR VISIT, BUT WE WILL WAIT AND SEE WHAT THE
FUTURE BRINGS. PERHAPS WHEN WE ARE SECURE WE MIGHT
FIND A WAY TO MAKE SOME OF OUR ‘PROSPERITY’ AVAILABLE
TO YOU OR YOUR FRIENDS IN TRADE.

FRETEK AND KOSHKA GREGOV HELINA SAID THEY WOULD LIKE
TO HELP US TOO — MAYBE TOGETHER THINGS WILL GO BETTER.
IF YOU HAVE ANYTHING TO TELL US, YANOSLAV IVANOVITCH IN
KETSOV KNOWS US.

—  YOUR NEIGHBOURS IN SLOMAVETKA.



