
To Freewoman Agnetha,

I write to you to thank you for aiding my companion Valmont when he approached you in Anvil. As a 
persecuted people it is rare that we get offered succour and so are grateful of everything you have 
offered.

My name since my rebirth has been Alden and I serve as Scribe to the Saint who has been reborn.  
Literacy skills are not well spread amongst our ranks as our former mistresses saw little use for 
them amongst farm workers and labourers.  There are, thankfully, a few of use who were trained to 
work in the offices and households of the masters but our numbers are not large.

Firstly, Valmont has stated that you have offered Granite and Mithril to our cause.  We are in desperate 
need for the latter and, should our plans succeed, then the former will be needed also.  We can not 
accept this as a gift though, for such things are a sin against prosperity.  They who toils for nothing, 
values nothing and should receive nothing as their reward.  We mark the debts we accrue so that they 
will be repaid.  A free person may own their own possessions and so may repay a debt, a slave can not.  
We are tired of our bondage and will be free.

This is the core of our beliefs.  Our band is known as the breakers of bonds and this is indeed what we do.  
From birth as slaves we have no choice as to the bonds we wear, to those above us, to the hamlet or 
farm were we work, live and die.  The first act of freedom a newly freed slave expresses is to break 
those bonds.  This is an act of rebirth and so it is that we are reborn as new people, whole people who 
may choose who and what we are bonded to.

The Saint who was reborn teaches us that this process occurs through lives, that the moment of death 
sees us cast into a corridor of fire that burns away the bonds to the physical world.  We are taught that 
Virtue feeds the fires, stoking the heat so the bonds burn faster that we may be reborn in body.  Our 
birth is not controlled by fate or the Gods or Demons.  We flow into an empty vessel.  So it is that 
Queens, Knights,  Duke and priests may be reborn as slaves.  Our nobility is in our soul, our deeds, our 
virtue, not in our birth.



The Saint who was reborn teaches us all this, that we carry a noble spirit inside of us that is undying.  
Those who accept his teachings are the Reborn.  We wish to spread his message of Hope, of Honest work, 
of the nobility of the soul to the other slave groups who work with us but we lack the knowledge and 
time to develop the ceremonial skills to needed to demonstrate the majesty of The Way.  It is for this 
reason I am writing to you today.

In three months time we will send a number of aspirants to the empire to learn the first steps on the 
path to the priesthood.  I would ask that they are allowed to attend the planned Synod symposium so they 
may better understand what it is to follow The Way.  In addition they will use this knowledge to seek 
dedication to a virtue of their choice so that we may begin to spread it amongst our people.  What they 
will lack is an ability to perform the ceremonies of the faith. 

The Saint who was reborn teaches that there are, within the empire icons which when meditated over 
allow the user to tap into the power of the corridor of flame to perform these ceremonies.   I would 
ask that you commission copies of the Icons known as Icons of the Hearth, Icons of the Pilgrim and 
Icons of the Witness.  We realise that it will take time to construct these and there will be a cost 
involved.  Valmon will be returning to the empire this season with a purse of 300 Rings.    This 
represents all our imperial coinage at present and we hope will be enough to purchase several copies of 
these icons.

Our emancipation and the emancipation of the other slaves of the confederacy is a project that will take 
a lifetime but we wish to make the first step towards the eradication of human bondage within our 
homeland and as such we would ask to speak with you at more length.

As vouchsafed, The Saint who was reborn has asked that Valmont return to Anvil to discuss our plans 
with you. Valmont will be at the Forge in Anvil at 9 in the evening on the Saturday of the coming summit.

If you are able to attend please do so. We would ask that if you do invite others that you keep the 
number of conspirators to those who need to be there. Secrecy will keep my brothers and sisters alive.

Fire melts the Chains

Alden the Scribe


