Greetings to the Bitter Chalice.
Your missive has reached the Hand of Dwmon.

We are appreciative of what you have written within it. We intend, if you believe it is worthwhile
and safe, to c[wpatch an agent to Anvi[ for the summer gathering of your government. ’meg will come
to you to discuss the posst]o[e exchange of resources, and they will bring what reward is due if you
have levied the consequences of our anger upon those who we wish to see cursed.

'ﬂjleg will ]oring mithril and vials of the blood of Winter, and perlu\ps other ﬂ1ings, and will look to
tmc{e these for your [iao, your crgsta( mana, zmc{ of:lwr' services — whtclt we shaf[ write more upon
berow — and, perhaps, to discuss the esta]o[ishment of a courier to he[p us continue to act for such
mutual ]oeneftt in future.

We still seck those who have wrongec{ us to be cursed.
We still seck the ashes of Morgan du Moreau from Lukash Biessck von Temeschwar.
But there are other things that your Empire can also offer that are of interest to us.

We are at war. Jtis a s[ow, co[o[, creeping war, one that has o[mgge({ out across the years. We are at
war with the tyrants of the priesthooc[ who would deceive our ovwn peop[e.

To ﬁght this war, we have been s(g, and cunning. We have fought from the shz\c[ows, using Dumon’s
inheritance — magic — as our blade. But in this war, we have fevo strongl‘wfc{s, fevo fastnesses —
few p[e\ces where we can gather and truly know safety.

The blades of the Témp[ars are a[wxgs poisec{ above us, a threat against which we must be eterm[f*g
vigilant.

And so.

[ch{ so it is, that where your Empi,re raises up great houses of [earm’,ng — ]r\er‘e, in the sham that
calls 'Ltse[f the Confec[emcg, we true heirs of Dwmon must gu;\rc[ every scrap of magicz\[ lore that we
can gz\ther. Where your Empire makes this }mow[bc{ge fr‘ee to all — as it should be! — we must hide
in t‘ne S]ﬂa({OWS xnc[ concea[ every hic{c{en [ore-house, every shr'me to tlw Pamgon where our scro[[s
and texts can be protecteo[.

We have ]uww[ea[ge that is not known to your Empire, yes. Powerfu[ curses, indeed. In time, per-
lmps, we can share those with you — but for now, it would be a great [eap of trust for us to do s0,
and to send somet]ning as precious to us as a ritual text to the Empire. Lacki.ng your Empire’s re-
sources, every text is utter[g invaluable to us, and very hard to rep[ace.

Consider thus.

As magicians of the Empire, you have access to your own p[aces of [ez\rning.



We have many curses and rituals born of our struggfe lout, [acking such p(aces to coc{ifg them in,
many we have never been able to formz\[ise ; we must, again and again, proj ect and prepare them at

expense and C{Lfficu[t*g

We t'nerefore propose the fo[[owing to you.

When owr agent comes, if theg ]:)r'mg with them arcane Pprojections of rituals that we make use of in
our stmggfes — but that we have not been able to coc[i,fg —and provic{e those to you, then we would
be wt[[ing to revard you great[g — to pay more than ac[equate[g — for you to take those to the arcane

scholars of your p(aces o]c magicz\[ [ez\rning, and have them coc[iﬁec{ ther‘e, and then provic{e to us the
resu[ttng ritual texts.

For tltis, we would offer mttllril, or Winter ]o[ooo[, or other services ]oes'w[es, of a c[uantitg that would
]oe sutta]o[e to ]oe a just and prosperous pxgment for this }w[p.

We would also not seek any pﬂvtﬁege or [imi,tation on your own [eaming of these rituals — as [ong
as we recei,vec{ t]ne text to aid us in our stmgg[e.

Thus will you learn of the weapons we have honed in our colder war, and in turm gain access to
, even as you retwrn them to us strengthened for the battles yet to come.

Am{ on those ]:)z\tt[es, we are t}u\nkfu[ for your warning of the intention of your magnates seeking to
aid our peop[e ffeetng the Confec{emcg

We must 6pe2\}{ thus, however.

We do not support the f[ight of magdicians fvom f:his, our home[anc[, and we will tell those magdicians
who are part of the Hand to avoid your du Gauvain’s outreach.

We pmise you for your intent to teach magic to one of our peop[e — but u[timate[g, we wish for those
trained in magic to return again to this [anc{, to aid us in our ftg]r\t

We would shame Dumon’s name were we to f{ee.

This is a war that we will not retreat fr‘om.

But we are heartened nonetheless. We are heartened ]oecause, where loefore, our eﬂ:orts in the Empi.re
met cm[g with c[isappointment and c{esecmtion, this action on the par't of the Empire indicates that

fl’lef‘e may be Ot]’l(:’)"ﬁ [L]W 801,0"6(:’[.0(:‘5 WI’IO can 196 consic{er‘ec[ aAs 2\[[126 to us.

This eﬂ:ort lrg du Gauvain is misguic{ec{. But we hope now tlnat, per}\aps, the Empire might turn its
eﬂ:or'ts to more frmtﬁ;f methods of fighting the toranny and f:e\[se goc[s of the Confec{erz\cg

We know that there were rum]o[ings of a slave rebellion in Ka[ino.

Let these words reach you as untarnished and truthfu[: You must forget a]oout the slaves. Tr\eg are
already dead.



Wwho would conquer the many fegicms of the Suranni with a rabble of s[zwes, even armed? That was a
doomed endeavour from the start.

The stirring of unrest amongst the slaves is not, and will never ]oe, the path to victory here.
J]c t}w Empire wishes to [oosen the grip of the priesthooc[, it s]aoulc{ not [ook to the slaves.
Jt should ook to the Hand of Dumon.

Stirring up the slaves will [ead to their s[z\ughter, to chaos and zmarch*g and the crushing grip of the
'remp[ars dravon even tighter.

[Xiding the Hand of Dumon will, eventua([g, lead to what we seck — a mirror of youwr own virtuous
Urizen, a p[ace where Dumon’s gtft — magwa[ [earning — is held in the hig]rtest esteem.

We would ask you to aid us in achieving this.

Yet we are hesitant still. After‘ our preoious interactions with your c[ip[omats and priest-mages, we
feel concern of reaching out to the Ambassador again. We feel concern at reaching out to yowr Con-

C[AUC.

We ask of you — are there those you fee[ you can trust in your Sgnod? Those who could be stirred to
pus]aing not for the well-intentioned but lo[unc{er‘ing attempts to stir up slave rebellions or steal
away owr magician warriors, but to gutc{e the Sgnoc{ instead towards supporting the Dumoni resur-
gency? Do you have inf(uence amongst your Senators enouglt to know who are foo[s and who are
wise, and with whom such t]nings might be discussed? Those of power with whom an um{erstanc[ing
might be reached, that u[ttmz\tefg the Confec[emcg be cast down from within and without and then,
and t‘nen, t'noughts might be tuwrned to even greater ambitions — of our loear'mg Duwmon’s [egac'g on-
wards in true fefcowship with your Empire?

Can you reach as far as your very Throne?

We will listen again for your rep(*g, and we will p(zm to send our agent to you when summer ‘{awns,
unless we hear warning from you to withhold from such. Reach out again to Ax{ah[ du Gevaudahn,
and thence to the eyes of all the Hand.



