
E
ch
o
es o

f 

th
e L

ab
yrin

th

V
o
lu
m
es 2

a-2
d
: W

in
ter S

o
lstice 37

7
 Y
E
 to
 A
u
tu
m
n
 E
q
u
in
o
x 37

8
 Y
E

A
 co

llectio
n
 o
f n

o
tes o

n
 th

e exp
erien

ce o
f 

P
u
re L

iao
 V
isio

n
aries, co

llected
 b
y 

H
yw

el S
u
m
m
er C

ro
w
 o
f N

avarr

&

L
ivia o

f th
e C

elestial C
ascad

e o
f U

rizen

b
y th

e d
irectio

n
 an

d
 au

th
o
rity o

f th
e C

o
u
n
cil o

f N
in
e.

E
d
itio

n
 1
, p
rin

ted
 after A

u
tu
m
n
 E
q
u
in
o
x 37

8
 Y
E

W
in
ter S

o
lstice 37

7
 Y
E
 acco

u
n
ts tak

en
 b
y H

yw
el S

u
m
m
er C

ro
w
 an

d
 L
ivia 

C
ascad

e; w
riteu

p
s an

d
 co

m
m
en
tary b

y L
ivia C

ascad
e.

S
p
rin

g E
q
u
in
o
x 37

8
 Y
E
 acco

u
n
ts tak

en
 b
y L

ivia C
ascad

e; w
riteu

p
s an

d
 

co
m
m
en
tary b

y L
ivia C

ascad
e.

S
u
m
m
er S

o
lstice an

d
 A
u
tu
m
n
 E
q
u
in
o
x 37

8
 Y
E
 acco

u
n
ts tak

en
 b
y H

yw
el 

S
u
m
m
er C

ro
w
 an

d
 L
ivia C

ascad
e; w

riteu
p
s an

d
 co

m
m
en
tary b

y L
ivia C

ascad
e.

In
fo
rm

atio
n
 co

n
tain

ed
 h
ere is in

co
m
p
lete; fu

tu
re ed

itio
n
s o

f th
is p

am
p
h
let m

ay 

co
n
tain

 m
o
re in

fo
rm

atio
n
 as th

e au
th
o
rs co

n
su
lt again

 w
ith

 th
e visio

n
aries an

d
 

th
eir gu

id
es, p

articu
larly fo

r th
e in

fo
rm

atio
n
 retu

rn
ed
 to
 visio

n
aries b

y th
e C

ivil 

S
ervice as a resu

lt o
f th

eir in
q
u
iries.

T
h
ese n

o
tes w

ere tak
en
 fro

m
 verb

al testim
o
n
ies o

f w
itn

essed
 even

ts, so
 sp

ellin
gs 

an
d
 exact p

ro
n
u
n
ciatio

n
s o

f n
am

es sh
o
u
ld
 n
o
t b
e co

n
sid

ered
 d
efin

itive.



W
in
ter S

o
lstice, 3

7
7
 Y
E

In
tro

d
u
ctio

n

S
ix visio

n
aries exp

erien
ced

 visio
n
s in

d
u
ced

 b
y P

u
re L

iao
 at th

e S
o
lstice. O

f 

th
ese, o

n
e w

as selected
 b
y th

e w
in
n
ers o

f th
e V

irtu
o
u
s A

u
ctio

n
, an

d
 five b

y th
e 

C
o
u
n
cil o

f G
atek

eep
ers.

F
o
llo
w
in
g th

eir visio
n
s, th

e visio
n
aries an

d
 th

eir acco
m
p
an
yin

g gu
id
es w

ere 

q
u
estio

n
ed
 b
y th

e au
th
o
rs. T

h
eir sto

ries are reco
rd
ed
 in

 th
e fo

llo
w
in
g p

ages, in
 

th
e o

rd
er th

at th
e visio

n
s w

ere received
.

* V
alen

tin
 o
f th

e V
ale o

f G
o
razin

 (V
aru

sh
k
a), acco

m
p
an
ied

 b
y S

erru
sto

 o
f th

e 

G
ild
ed
 H
o
rn
 C
arta, T

assato
 (L

eagu
e)

* Jo
n
ah
 o
f C

an
tiarch

's H
o
ld
 (H

igh
gu
ard

), acco
m
p
an
ied

 b
y L

azaru
s o

f 

C
an
tiarch

's H
o
ld

* R
o
sam

u
n
d
 H
o
lt o

f K
in
g's S

to
k
e (M

arch
es), acco

m
p
an
ied

 b
y E

d
 W

atch
er o

f 

K
in
g's S

to
k
e

* C
o
ra H

o
ld
fast (N

avarr), acco
m
p
an
ied

 b
y C

arw
yn
 H
o
ld
fast

* L
ivia o

f C
elestial C

ascad
e (U

rizen
), acco

m
p
an
ied

 b
y C

yru
s o

f C
elestial 

C
ascad

e

* S
o
lo
m
o
n
 o
f th

e S
h
attered

 T
o
w
er (H

igh
gu
ard

), acco
m
p
an
ied

 b
y E

n
o
ch
 o
f th

e 

S
h
attered

 T
o
w
er

V
alen

tin
 o
f th

e V
ale o

f G
o
razin

 (V
aru

sh
k
a)

A
cco

m
p
an
ied

 b
y S

erru
sto

 o
f th

e G
ild
ed
 H
o
rn
 C
arta, T

assato
 (L

eagu
e)

V
alen

tin
 w
as selected

 as a visio
n
ary b

y th
e C

o
u
n
cil o

f G
atek

eep
ers.

T
h
e visio

n
ary gave h

is p
erm

issio
n
 fo
r th

ese n
o
tes to

 b
e m

ad
e p

u
b
lic. T

h
e 

testim
o
n
y w

as p
resen

ted
 sep

arately b
y th

e visio
n
ary an

d
 gu

id
e. 

T
h
e visio

n
ary cam

e to
 in

 a h
all d

eco
rated

 w
ith

 fu
rs, w

ith
 axes an

d
 sh

ield
s o

n
 th

e

w
all, a fire in

 th
e co

rn
er, an

d
 a lo

n
g cam

p
aign

 tab
le w

ith
 silverw

are laid
 o
u
t. 

T
h
ere w

as an
 o
rc servan

t o
r slave th

ere w
earin

g b
lu
e, w

aitin
g o

n
 th

e p
eo
p
le at 

th
e tab

le.

A
 m
an
 w
h
o
 h
ad
 b
een

 lyin
g d

o
w
n
 go

t u
p
 an

d
 sat at th

e tab
le an

d
 th

e visio
n
ary 

sat o
p
p
o
site h

im
. T

h
e m

an
 ad

d
ressed

 th
e visio

n
ary as h

is b
ro
th
er, an

d
 

co
n
gratu

lated
 th

em
 o
n
 th

e su
ccess o

f th
eir m

ilitary cam
p
aign

, w
h
ich

 h
ad
 b
een

 

h
ap
p
en
in
g at th

e en
d
 o
f th

e righ
t o

f E
m
p
ero

r G
u
n
th
erm

. T
h
e visio

n
ary's n

am
e 

w
as ap

p
aren

tly M
atth

eu
s, an

d
 th

e b
ro
th
er's n

am
e w

as N
aea. 

T
h
ey d

iscu
ssed

 th
e cam

p
aign

 fo
r a sh

o
rt w

h
ile. M

en
tio

n
 w
as m

ad
e o

f a cro
w
n
 

p
assed

 fro
m
 h
ero

 to
 h
ero

, w
ith

 th
e p

h
rase "th

ree tears in
 th

e cro
w
n
" in

vo
lved

 in
 

th
e co

n
versatio

n
.

A
 w
o
m
an
 w
earin

g fu
rs en

tered
, an

d
 ad

d
ressed

 th
e visio

n
ary's b

ro
th
er as 

S
to
rm

cro
w
. T

h
e w

o
m
an
 w
as C

ap
tain

 N
ata, an

d
 b
ro
u
gh
t a scro

ll w
ith

 o
rd
ers 

fro
m
 th

e n
ew

 E
m
p
ress to

 can
cel th

e cu
rren

t p
lan

s to
 m
arch

 in
to
 S
k
arsin

d
 

again
st th

e Jo
tu
n
. T

h
e visio

n
ary th

o
u
gh
t th

e m
an
 an

d
 w
o
m
an
 h
ad
 a d

ark
 b
laze 

o
r b

an
d
s o

ver th
eir eyes.

T
h
e m

an
 w
as tryin

g to
 d
ecid

e w
h
eth

er to
 fo
llo
w
 th

e o
rd
ers o

r n
o
t, an

d
 argu

ed
 

th
at th

ey co
u
ld
 p
u
sh
 th

e Jo
tu
n
 b
ack

 an
d
 cru

sh
 th

em
 o
n
ce an

d
 fo
r all. (T

h
e 

visio
n
ary rep

o
rted

ly h
eard

 th
at th

e Jo
tu
n
 co

u
ld
 b
e p

u
sh
ed
 b
ack

 to
 so

m
ew

h
ere 

called
 N
iflh

eim
 - referen

ce to
 m
o
d
ern

 m
ap
s su

ggests th
is co

u
ld
 h
ave b

een
 a 

m
ish

earin
g o

f th
e G

ild
en
h
eim

 regio
n
 in

 S
k
arsin

d
, o
r th

e Jo
tu
n
 p
o
rt o

f 

K
ierh

eim
.)

T
h
e m

an
 ask

ed
 th

e visio
n
ary fo

r ad
vice o

n
 w
h
at th

ey sh
o
u
ld
 d
o
. T

h
e visio

n
ary, 

w
ith

 ad
vice fro

m
 th

eir gu
id
e p

riest, argu
ed
 fo
r ign

o
rin

g th
e o

rd
ers an

d
 

attack
in
g, sayin

g th
at it w

o
u
ld
 b
e lo

yal to
 th

e E
m
p
ire to

 d
o
 so

 - th
e visio

n
ary an

d

th
e m

an
 d
iscu

ssed
 th

e o
p
tio

n
s w

ith
 referen

ce to
 all o

f th
e V

irtu
es. A

s p
art o

f th
e

d
iscu

ssio
n
 it w

as m
en
tio

n
ed
 th

at if th
e attack

 failed
 th

en
 S
em

m
ersu

aq
 w
o
u
ld
 b
e

left u
n
d
efen

d
ed
.

W
h
en
 th

ey h
ad
 fin

ish
ed
 d
iscu

ssin
g, th

e m
an
 said

 "V
ery w

ell, it is d
ecid

ed
 th

en
, 

w
e w

ill attack
", an

d
 th

e visio
n
 en

d
ed
.

N
ear th

e b
egin

n
in
g o

f th
is visio

n
, w

h
ile th

e gu
id
e w

as m
o
vin

g aro
u
n
d
 h
e cau

sed



so
m
e arm

o
u
r lyin

g o
n
 a ch

air to
 sh

ift. T
h
is d

id
 n
o
t seem

 to
 b
e ap

p
aren

t to
 th

e 

m
an
 an

d
 w
o
m
an
 in

 th
e visio

n
, b
u
t is p

o
ssib

ly th
e cau

se o
f an

 in
ju
ry to

 th
e 

gu
id
e's so

u
l th

at cau
sed

 it to
 tw

ist aro
u
n
d
 o
n
 itself, req

u
irin

g exo
rcism

 w
ith

 th
e 

p
o
ssib

le assistan
ce o

f a p
h
ysick

.

T
h
e effects o

f th
is in

ju
ry w

ere th
at after th

e visio
n
, th

e gu
id
e p

erceived
 th

e 

p
assage o

f tim
e o

u
t o

f o
rd
er, an

d
 w
as u

n
su
re w

h
eth

er even
ts h

ad
 alread

y 

h
ap
p
en
ed
 o
r w

ere ab
o
u
t to

 h
ap
p
en
. T

h
is h

as b
een

 tak
en
 in

to
 acco

u
n
t w

h
en
 

reco
n
cilin

g th
e gu

id
e's an

d
 th

e visio
n
ary's acco

u
n
ts.

Jo
n
ah
 o
f C

an
tiarch

's H
o
ld
 (H

igh
gu
ard

)

A
cco

m
p
an
ied

 b
y L

azaru
s o

f C
an
tiarch

's H
o
ld
 (H

igh
gu
ard

)

Jo
n
ah
 w
as selected

 as a visio
n
ary b

y th
e C

o
u
n
cil o

f G
atek

eep
ers.

T
h
e visio

n
ary gave h

is p
erm

issio
n
 fo
r th

ese n
o
tes to

 b
e m

ad
e p

u
b
lic. T

h
e 

testim
o
n
y w

as p
resen

ted
 sep

arately b
y th

e visio
n
ary an

d
 gu

id
e. 

T
h
e visio

n
ary cam

e to
 h
avin

g w
o
k
en
 u
p
 in

 b
ed
, go

t u
p
, an

d
 w
as greeted

 b
y a 

cap
tain

 w
ith

 a b
an
d
age acro

ss o
n
e eye. T

h
e cap

tain
 ad

d
ress th

e visio
n
ary as T

o
m

D
rak

e, a M
arch

er gen
eral. T

h
ey w

ere su
rro

u
n
d
ed
 b
y o

th
er cap

tain
s an

d
 lead

ers 

w
h
o
 w
ere d

iscu
ssin

g a b
attle p

lan
.

T
h
e o

th
er lead

ers in
clu

d
ed
 a n

aga co
m
m
an
d
in
g tw

o
 gro

u
p
s o

f arch
ers, p

o
ssib

ly 

U
n
co
n
q
u
ered

; tw
o
 cap

tain
s, o

n
e m

ale an
d
 o
n
e fem

ale; an
d
 a cam

b
io
n
 w
o
m
an
 

w
h
o
 w
as a m

age su
ggestin

g ritu
als to

 h
eld

 d
efen

ces an
d
 o
ffen

sives.

T
h
e p

lan
 w
as to

 p
ro
tect a sm

all village o
f h

u
m
an
s, p

o
ssib

ly in
 V
aru

sh
k
a, fro

m
 

h
u
sk
s an

d
 a tyran

t. (T
h
e visio

n
ary d

id
 n
o
t catch

 th
e n

am
e b

u
t th

e gu
id
e 

rep
o
rted

 it as A
ld
erei.)

T
h
e arm

y p
ro
tectin

g it w
as m

ad
e o

f tw
o
 b
lo
ck
s o

f 5
0
0
 tro

o
p
s fro

m
 V
aru

sh
k
a, 

tw
o
 gro

u
p
s o

f 1
5
0
 H
igh

b
o
rn
 cavalry, o

n
e gro

u
p
 o
f 5
0
0
 H
igh

b
o
rn
 catap

h
racts, 

th
ree 5

0
0
-tro

o
p
 p
ik
e b

lo
ck
s fro

m
 th

e M
arch

es, an
d
 tw

o
 b
lo
ck
s o

f 5
0
0
 arch

ers.

T
h
e cavalry w

ere to
 p
ro
tect th

e village o
n
 a b

rid
ge o

ver n
earb

y sw
am

p
lan

d
. T

h
e 

p
ik
e b

lo
ck
s an

d
 catap

h
racts w

ere to
 p
ick

 o
ff h

u
sk
s an

d
 face th

e en
em

y m
ages 

an
d
 tyran

t w
h
o
 w
ere resu

rrectin
g th

e h
u
sk
s.

T
h
e lin

eaged
 m
age w

h
o
 w
as su

ggestin
g ritu

als said
 sh

e co
u
ld
 co

llap
se a fo

rest 

n
ear th

e village, an
d
 u
se all h

er m
an
a o

n
 several ritu

als: o
n
e to

 co
llap

se th
e 

fo
rest o

n
 th

e en
em

y w
h
en
 th

ey m
arch

ed
 th

ro
u
gh
, o
n
e to

 clear th
e fo

rest w
h
en
 

th
eir o

w
n
 tro

o
p
s w

ere m
arch

in
g th

ro
u
gh
, an

d
 o
n
e to

 co
llap

se th
e exit w

h
en
 

h
u
sk
s cam

e th
ro
u
gh
.

T
h
e cap

tain
s an

d
 lead

ers d
iscu

ssed
 th

e b
attle p

lan
, an

d
 th

en
 th

ere w
as a k

n
o
ck
 

at th
e d

o
o
r, so

m
eo
n
e ask

ed
 if th

ey w
ere b

attlin
g, an

d
 th

e visio
n
 en

d
ed
.

Jo
n
ah
's so

u
l w

as exam
in
ed
 fo
r an

y sp
iritu

al effects o
n
 it b

efo
re an

d
 after h

is 

visio
n
. B

efo
re th

e visio
n
, h
is so

u
l h
ad
 a d

ed
icatio

n
 to
 C
o
u
rage.

A
fter th

e visio
n
, as w

ell as th
e d

ed
icatio

n
 to
 C
o
u
rage, h

is so
u
l also

 h
ad
 a 

testim
o
n
y o

f "F
ierce L

ead
er" w

ith
 th

e stren
gth

 eq
u
ivalen

t to
 7
 p
riests b

eh
in
d
 it.

D
am

aris's visio
n
 at W

in
ter 376

 Y
E
 seem

ed
 to
 im

p
ly th

at testim
o
n
ies th

at ap
p
ear

o
n
 visio

n
aries' so

u
ls after visio

n
s are - o

r at least co
u
ld
 reaso

n
ab
ly b

e - 

testim
o
n
ies th

at h
ad
 b
een

 ap
p
lied

 cerem
o
n
ially to

 th
e so

u
l in

 th
e n

o
rm

al w
ay 

o
n
e d

o
es, d

u
rin

g th
at p

ast life at so
m
e p

o
in
t.

T
h
e testim

o
n
y ap

p
earin

g at th
e stren

gth
 o
f 7
 p
riests co

u
ld
 b
e d

u
e to

 so
m
e so

rt 

o
f m

agn
ifyin

g effect cau
sed

 eith
er b

y th
e L

ab
yrin

th
 itself, o

r b
y th

e P
u
re L

iao
 

u
sed

 in
 th

e cerem
o
n
y.

L
ik
e L

in
d
en
's visio

n
 at A

u
tu
m
n
 377

 Y
E
, th

ere w
as n

o
 testim

o
n
y ap

p
lied

 d
u
rin

g 

th
is visio

n
. A

m
o
n
g th

e p
o
ssib

ilities fo
r w

h
y th

is testim
o
n
y cam

e ab
o
u
t are:

* T
h
is w

as a testim
o
n
y ap

p
lied

 to
 T
o
m
 D
rak

e at so
m
e p

o
in
t d

u
rin

g h
is life b

y a 

p
riest, an

d
 th

e p
ro
cess th

at th
e visio

n
ary w

en
t th

ro
u
gh
 w
h
en
 exp

erien
cin

g o
r 

retu
rn
in
g fro

m
 th

e visio
n
 cau

sed
 th

eir so
u
l to

 retain
 it in

to
 th

eir cu
rren

t 

in
carn

atio
n
.

* T
h
is w

as n
o
t a testim

o
n
y ap

p
lied

 to
 T
o
m
 D
rak

e at an
y p

o
in
t d

u
rin

g h
is life, 



b
u
t so

m
e so

rt o
f m

etap
h
ysical co

m
m
en
t, eith

er ab
o
u
t D

rak
e's life in

 gen
eral o

r 

ab
o
u
t th

e even
ts in

 th
e visio

n
.

T
h
e m

o
re lik

ely exp
lan

atio
n
 w
ith

 w
h
at w

e k
n
o
w
 so

 far is th
at th

ese testim
o
n
ies 

are carried
 o
ver fro

m
 th

e p
ast life. T

h
e exp

lan
atio

n
 n
eed

ed
 fo
r th

at is sim
p
ler - 

th
at o

f so
m
e co

n
n
ectio

n
 b
ein

g fo
rm

ed
 b
etw

een
 th

e state o
f th

e so
u
l in

 a p
ast life

an
d
 th

e state o
f th

e so
u
l in

 th
e cu

rren
t life - an

d
 co

u
ld
 reaso

n
ab
ly b

e an
 effect o

f

th
e P

u
re L

iao
 cerem

o
n
y. A

 co
m
m
en
t o
n
 th

e so
u
l raises th

e q
u
estio

n
 o
f "w

h
o
 o
r 

w
h
at p

u
t it th

ere", so
 is m

o
re co

m
p
licated

 an
d
 th

u
s less lik

ely.

R
o
sam

u
n
d
 H

o
lt o

f K
in
g's S

to
k
e (M

arch
es)

A
cco

m
p
an
ied

 b
y E

d
 W

atch
er o

f K
in
g's S

to
k
e (M

arch
es)

R
o
sam

u
n
d
 w
as selected

 as a visio
n
ary b

y th
e C

o
u
n
cil o

f G
atek

eep
ers.

T
h
e visio

n
ary gave h

er p
erm

issio
n
 fo
r th

is acco
u
n
t to

 b
e m

ad
e p

u
b
lic after th

e 

S
u
m
m
er 37

8
 Y
E
 su

m
m
it.

T
h
e visio

n
ary cam

e to
 in

 a p
lace w

ith
 b
ro
k
en
 sto

n
e p

illars, w
ith

 b
ird

so
n
g an

d
 

th
e so

u
n
d
 o
f a w

aterfall in
 th

e air aro
u
n
d
, in

 a circle su
rro

u
n
d
ed
 b
y flo

w
ers, 

can
d
les an

d
 w
o
o
d
en
 figu

res o
f p

eo
p
le. T

h
ey w

ere h
o
ld
in
g a k

n
ife in

 o
n
e h

an
d
, 

an
d
 th

e o
th
er w

as o
n
 a m

o
u
n
d
 o
f m

o
ss in

 fro
n
t o

f th
em

. T
h
ere w

ere m
o
vin

g 

an
d
 sh

u
fflin

g p
lan

ts an
d
 flo

w
ers in

 th
e area aro

u
n
d
 th

em
.

A
 figu

re ap
p
eared

 to
 th

e visio
n
ary, an

d
 called

 th
em

 b
y n

am
e (eith

er M
elian

a o
r 

M
ellin

ara). T
h
e figu

re's vo
ice so

u
n
d
ed
 m
ale, an

d
 h
e w

as co
vered

 in
 b
ark

 an
d
 

h
ad
 vin

es in
 h
is h

air. H
e ask

ed
 "h

o
w
 is o

u
r ch

ild
" an

d
 h
o
w
 th

e ritu
al w

as - at th
is

p
o
in
t th

e visio
n
ary n

o
ticed

 a scro
ll n

ear th
em

, w
h
ich

 w
as a scro

ll fo
r a ritu

al 

in
vo
k
in
g th

e F
o
rest M

o
th
er to

 p
ro
tect ch

ild
ren

 th
at o

th
erw

ise m
igh

t n
o
t b

e 

b
o
rn
.

T
h
e figu

re in
 b
ark

 seem
ed
 co

n
cern

ed
 fo
r th

e visio
n
ary's w

ellb
ein

g, an
d
 

ad
d
ressed

 th
en
 as a lo

ver m
igh

t. It felt to
 th

e visio
n
ary lik

e a very in
tim

ate scen
e

- p
art o

f th
e ritu

al scro
ll in

vo
lved

 b
ein

g "as u
n
d
ressed

 as a m
o
th
er's m

o
d
esty 

allo
w
ed
" (alth

o
u
gh
 th

is w
o
u
ld
 n
o
t h

ave b
een

 ap
p
aren

t to
 th

e visio
n
ary an

d
 

gu
id
e th

em
selves as th

ey w
o
u
ld
 o
n
ly see th

em
selves in

 th
e cerem

o
n
ial casso

ck
 

an
d
 veil). T

h
e figu

re in
 b
ark

 w
as also

 am
azed

 an
d
 im

p
ressed

 th
at th

e visio
n
ary 

h
ad
 d
o
n
e everyth

in
g in

 th
is ritu

al u
n
d
er th

eir o
w
n
 p
o
w
er. H

e said
 th

at th
e 

visio
n
ary sh

o
u
ld
 m
ak
e su

re p
eo
p
le k

n
o
w
 w
h
o
 h
ad
 d
o
n
e th

is all (p
o
ssib

ly 

referrin
g to

 creatin
g th

e ritu
al).

H
e ask

ed
 a few

 tim
es w

h
at to

 call th
e ch

ild
, an

d
 w
h
at to

 call th
e ch

ild
ren

 o
f th

e 

ch
ild
, an

d
 th

e visio
n
ary said

 it sh
o
u
ld
 b
e h

is ch
o
ice. H

e said
 th

at w
h
en
 th

e 

visio
n
ary h

ad
 cast th

e ritu
al o

n
 th

eir ch
ild
, an

d
 it h

ad
 b
een

 b
o
rn
 an

d
 lived

, th
en

w
h
en
 it d

ied
 it w

o
u
ld
 go

 to
 h
is realm

; w
h
ile it lived

 it w
o
u
ld
 b
e th

e visio
n
ary's.

T
h
e ritu

al scro
ll in

vo
k
ed
 R
h
yv an

d
 E
vro

m
, an

d
 m
en
tio

n
ed
 p
en
n
yro

yal, 

sylp
h
iu
m
 an

d
 n
u
tm

eg (th
e visio

n
ary n

o
ted

 th
at th

e first tw
o
 o
f th

ese are 

co
n
tracep

tives). P
art o

f th
e scro

ll m
en
tio

n
ed
 th

at th
is ritu

al w
ad
 p
articu

larly 

su
itab

le to
 b
e u

sed
 o
n
 ch

ild
ren

 o
f lin

eage - n
aga an

d
 cam

b
io
n
 w
ere o

n
 th

e list 

b
u
t th

e visio
n
ary is n

o
t su

re if b
riar w

ere listed
. T

h
e visio

n
ary h

ad
 started

 to
 

p
erfo

rm
 th

e ritu
al, an

d
 h
ad
 p
u
t p

en
n
yro

yal o
n
 th

em
self. T

h
e n

ext step
 w
o
u
ld
 b
e

to
 an

o
in
t th

eir b
elly w

ith
 b
lo
o
d
 d
raw

n
 b
y a th

o
rn
 an

d
 th

en
 d
raw

n
 o
n
 th

e b
elly 

in
 th

e sh
ap
e o

f R
h
yv. A

t th
is p

o
in
t th

e visio
n
 fad

ed
.

R
o
sam

u
n
d
 h
ad
 h
er so

u
l exam

in
ed
 b
y th

e rite o
f In

sigh
t b
efo

re an
d
 after th

e 

visio
n
. B

efo
re th

e visio
n
 th

ere w
ere n

o
 m
ark

s o
n
 h
er so

u
l o
f an

y so
rt. A

fter th
e 

visio
n
, th

ere w
as a d

istin
ct ech

o
 o
f h

er p
ast life p

resen
t an

d
 o
verlaid

 o
n
 h
er so

u
l 

(acco
rd
in
g to

 R
o
sam

u
n
d
, it m

ad
e h

er feel even
 m
o
re p

ro
tective to

w
ard

s b
riars - 

R
o
sam

u
n
d
's o

w
n
 lin

eage - th
an
 b
efo

re, an
d
 also

 felt lik
e it co

u
ld
 give h

er m
o
re 

p
o
w
er in

 callin
g o

n
 th

e realm
 o
f S
p
rin

g in
 ritu

als).

A
t th

e tim
e, th

e ech
o
's effect o

n
 h
er so

u
l w

as su
ch
 th

at an
 exo

rcism
 p
erfo

rm
ed
 

b
y seven

 p
riests w

o
u
ld
 h
ave cleared

 it, b
u
t if it w

ere left its effects m
igh

t ch
an
ge 

fo
r th

e w
o
rse. A

fter th
o
u
gh
t an

d
 d
iscu

ssio
n
 - an

d
 talk

in
g to

 th
e h

erald
 o
f 

Y
aw
'n
agrah

 w
h
o
 w
as th

e b
ark

ed
 figu

re in
 h
er visio

n
, Y

lith
 S
ilth

ar - R
o
sam

u
n
d
 

d
ecid

ed
 n
o
t to

 h
ave th

e ech
o
 exo

rcised
. Its effects o

n
 h
er so

u
l h
ad
 ch

an
ged

 b
y 

th
e fo

llo
w
in
g su

m
m
it - In

sigh
t o

n
ly gave vagu

e im
p
ressio

n
s, b

u
t B

righ
t L

an
tern

 

o
f O

p
h
is sh

o
w
ed
 th

ere w
as a S

p
rin

g cu
rse o

f th
e tw

en
tieth

 m
agn

itu
d
e as a 

resu
lt. T

h
e cu

rse co
u
ld
 b
e d

ealt w
ith

 b
y th

e im
p
o
sitio

n
 o
f a T

estim
o
n
y o

r 

A
n
o
in
tin

g (w
ith

 th
e stren

gth
 o
f seven

 p
riests) th

at asserted
 R
o
sam

u
n
d
's cu

rren
t 



id
en
tity, an

d
 at R

o
sam

u
n
d
's req

u
est th

is w
as d

o
n
e.

E
d
, th

e gu
id
e, also

 h
ad
 h
is so

u
l exam

in
ed
 after th

e visio
n
 as h

is b
eh
avio

u
r 

seem
ed
 o
d
d
. H

is so
u
l ap

p
eared

 to
 b
e ten

sed
 an

d
 co

iled
 lik

e a sp
rin

g, w
ith

 th
e 

effect th
at h

e w
as p

aran
o
id
 an

d
 su

sp
icio

u
s o

f o
th
ers. T

h
e effect w

as relatively 

m
ild
 an

d
 o
n
ly to

o
k
 th

ree p
riests to

 exo
rcise.

T
h
e visio

n
s seen

 b
y R

o
salen

e N
o
vario

n
 in

 S
p
rin

g 37
8
 Y
E
 an

d
 R
o
sam

u
n
d
 H
o
lt 

in
 W

in
ter 377

 Y
E
 are q

u
ite p

o
ssib

ly related
. N

o
 n
am

e is given
 fo
r L

o
rd
 R
o
w
an
's 

w
ife, b

u
t a ch

ild
 o
f a h

u
m
an
 w
o
m
an
 an

d
 a S

p
rin

g h
erald

 ap
p
ears in

 b
o
th
, an

d
 

th
e n

am
e th

at R
o
salen

e an
d
 h
er gu

id
e h

eard
 fo
r th

e S
p
rin

g h
erald

 is clo
se 

en
o
u
gh
 to
 Y
lith

 S
ilth

ar to
 b
e p

o
ssib

le. B
o
th
 visio

n
aries are aw

are o
f each

 o
th
er's 

visio
n
s fro

m
 d
iscu

ssin
g th

is w
ith

 each
 o
th
er.

C
o
ra H

o
ld
fast (N

avarr)

A
cco

m
p
an
ied

 b
y C

arw
yn
 H
o
ld
fast (N

avarr)

C
o
ra w

as selected
 as a visio

n
ary b

y th
e C

o
u
n
cil o

f G
atek

eep
ers.

T
h
e visio

n
ary gave h

er p
erm

issio
n
 fo
r th

ese n
o
tes to

 b
e m

ad
e p

u
b
lic. T

h
e 

testim
o
n
y w

as p
resen

ted
 b
y th

e visio
n
ary w

ith
 so

m
e assistan

ce fro
m
 h
er gu

id
e.

T
h
e visio

n
ary cam

e to
 in

 w
h
at ap

p
eared

 to
 b
e a cave, w

ith
 d
rip

p
in
g so

u
n
d
s 

ech
o
in
g in

 it. T
o
 th

e visio
n
ary's righ

t w
as w

h
at lo

o
k
ed
 lik

e a lin
e o

f sk
u
lls alo

n
g 

th
e w

all. In
 fro

n
t w

as a lin
e o

f o
n
e-h

an
d
ed
 w
eap

o
n
s alo

n
g th

e w
all, an

d
 th

ere 

w
as m

o
ss o

r vin
es o

r o
th
er fo

liage gro
w
in
g o

n
 th

e o
th
er w

alls.

T
h
ere w

as a m
an
 stan

d
in
g in

 fro
n
t o

f th
em

. H
e w

as w
earin

g a w
h
ite sh

irt an
d
 a 

b
lack

 w
aistco

at o
r arm

in
g jack

 w
ith

 fu
r trim

. H
e h

ad
 d
ark

 h
air, an

d
 fin

e facial 

featu
res an

d
 ch

eek
b
o
n
es.

T
h
e m

an
 h
an
d
ed
 th

e visio
n
ary a cro

ssb
o
w
, an

d
 said

 th
at th

is w
as th

e o
n
ly w

ay 

th
at th

e w
arlo

ck
 w
o
u
ld
n
't k

n
o
w
 w
h
at w

as go
in
g o

n
, an

d
 th

at th
e visio

n
ary 

n
eed

ed
 to

 p
o
in
t th

e cro
ssb

o
w
 at h

im
 an

d
 tak

e h
im
 p
riso

n
er. H

e said
 th

is w
as fo

r

th
e E

m
p
ire, an

d
 fo
r o

th
ers th

at h
e n

am
ed
. H

e also
 m
en
tio

n
ed
 th

at h
e w

as th
e 

visio
n
ary's b

ro
th
er.

T
h
ree p

eo
p
le - tw

o
 o
rcs, an

d
 o
n
e o

th
er figu

re in
 a clo

ak
, w

ith
 h
u
m
an
 sk

in
 an

d
 

p
o
ssib

ly lin
eage - cam

e in
. T

h
e o

rcs co
n
gratu

lated
 th

e visio
n
ary, callin

g h
er 

N
atalia an

d
 sayin

g th
at th

e w
arlo

ck
 w
o
u
ld
 b
e p

leased
. T

h
e clo

ak
ed
 figu

re d
id
 

n
o
t talk

, b
u
t m

o
ved

 b
eh
in
d
 th

e visio
n
ary an

d
 p
eered

 at th
e visio

n
ary an

d
 th

e 

b
ro
th
er.

T
h
e o

rcs ask
ed
 th

e b
ro
th
er h

is n
am

e an
d
 w
h
ere h

e w
as fro

m
, an

d
 h
e an

sw
ered

 

P
io
tr an

d
 V
aru

sh
k
a. O

n
e o

f th
e o

rcs started
 to
 ask

 an
o
th
er q

u
estio

n
, th

en
 said

, 

"Y
o
u
 k
n
o
w
 w
h
at, I really d

o
n
't care." T

h
ey th

en
 started

 a m
o
n
o
lo
gu
e ab

o
u
t h

o
w
 

m
o
re p

eo
p
le h

ad
 jo
in
ed
 th

eir cau
se, an

d
 if even

 m
o
re w

ere to
 jo
in
 th

en
 th

e 

w
eak

n
ess o

f th
e E

m
p
ire w

o
u
ld
 b
e exp

o
sed

 an
d
 it w

o
u
ld
 fall.

T
h
e o

rc w
h
o
 h
ad
 b
een

 m
o
n
o
lo
gu
in
g to

ld
 th

e visio
n
ary to

 k
ill P

io
tr. T

h
e 

visio
n
ary h

esitated
, an

d
 said

, "I d
o
n
't th

in
k
 I k

n
o
w
 h
o
w
 to
 u
se th

is", to
 w
h
ich

 

th
e o

rc rep
lied

, "It's very sim
p
le - p

u
ll th

e trigger." A
fter a p

au
se th

e visio
n
ary 

ask
ed
 fo
r a k

n
ife in

stead
. W

h
en
 th

e visio
n
ary w

as given
 th

e k
n
ife, th

ey w
alk

ed
 

o
ver to

 P
io
tr. T

h
e o

rcs to
ld
 h
im
 to
 k
n
eel an

d
 th

e visio
n
ary h

eld
 a k

n
ife at h

is 

th
ro
at an

d
 lean

ed
 in

 to
 talk

 to
 h
im
, ask

in
g if th

is w
as w

h
at h

e really w
an
ted

, to
 

w
h
ich

 h
e said

 th
is w

as th
e o

n
ly w

ay an
d
 said

, "D
o
 it" lo

u
d
ly en

o
u
gh
 fo
r th

e o
rcs 

to
 h
ear). T

h
e o

rcs seem
ed
 to
 b
e in

creasin
gly an

n
o
yed

 b
y th

e h
esitatio

n
, an

d
 o
n
e 

ask
ed
 if th

e visio
n
ary w

as sq
u
eam

ish
, sayin

g sh
e o

b
vio

u
sly w

asn
't th

e w
o
m
an
 

th
ey th

o
u
gh
t sh

e w
as. T

h
e o

rc w
h
o
 h
ad
 b
een

 talk
in
g cam

e fo
rw
ard

 sayin
g, "If 

yo
u
're to

o
 sq

u
eam

ish
 to
 d
o
 it, I'll d

o
 it". P

io
tr said

 to
 th

e visio
n
ary, "T

h
is is th

e 

o
n
ly w

ay", an
d
 th

e visio
n
ary rep

lied
, "N

o
, it's n

o
t", at w

h
ich

 p
o
in
t P

io
tr grab

b
ed
 

o
n
e o

f th
e w

eap
o
n
s o

n
 th

e w
all b

eh
in
d
 h
im
, th

e visio
n
ary started

 fo
rw
ard

 

to
w
ard

s th
e o

rcs w
ith

 th
e k

n
ife, an

d
 th

e visio
n
 en

d
ed
.

C
o
ra's so

u
l w

as exam
in
ed
 fo
r an

y sp
iritu

al effects o
n
 it b

efo
re an

d
 after h

er 

visio
n
. B

efo
re th

e visio
n
, h
er so

u
l h
ad
 a d

ed
icatio

n
 to

 L
o
yalty.

A
fter th

e visio
n
, h
er so

u
l w

as still d
ed
icated

 to
 L
o
yalty, b

u
t rath

er th
an
 its 

p
revio

u
s stren

gth
 (th

at o
f o
n
e p

riest h
avin

g p
erfo

rm
ed
 th

e D
ed
icatio

n
) it w

as at 

a stren
gth

 as if 4
9
 p
riests h

ad
 p
erfo

rm
ed
 it.

C
o
ra's d

ed
icatio

n
 w
as to

 L
o
yalty b

efo
reh

an
d
, so

 th
is d

id
 n
o
t cau

se a  ch
an
ge in

 



th
e virtu

e sh
e w

as d
ed
icated

 to
, b
u
t it w

ill b
e in

terestin
g to

 see if an
y fu

tu
re 

visio
n
aries d

o
 exp

erien
ce su

ch
 a ch

an
ge in

 d
ed
icatio

n
, o
r th

e ad
d
itio

n
 o
f a 

d
ed
icatio

n
 to
 a virtu

e w
h
ere th

ere is n
o
t cu

rren
tly o

n
e.

T
h
e in

crease o
f stren

gth
 o
f a sp

iritu
al effect o

n
 a visio

n
ary is so

m
eth

in
g w

e've 

seen
 b
efo

re w
ith

 testim
o
n
ies. A

s w
ith

 testim
o
n
ies, th

is in
crease in

 th
e stren

gth
 

o
f a d

ed
icatio

n
 co

u
ld
 h
ave b

een
:

* S
p
o
n
tan

eo
u
sly gen

erated
 o
n
 th

e visio
n
ary as a resu

lt o
f th

e visio
n
, b
u
t n

o
t 

p
resen

t o
n
 th

e p
ast life's so

u
l.

* O
n
 th

e so
u
l in

 th
e p

ast life, carried
 th

ro
u
gh
 to
 th

e cu
rren

t in
carn

atio
n
 as a 

resu
lt o

f th
e visio

n
 an

d
 m
agn

ified
 in

 stren
gth

.

A
s w

ith
 testim

o
n
ies, I th

in
k
 it b

ein
g a p

ast effect carried
 o
ver an

d
 m
agn

ified
 is 

m
o
re lik

ely.

H
o
w
ever, in

creases o
f stren

gth
 o
f sp

iritu
al effects h

ave b
een

 to
 7
 fo
r th

e 

testim
o
n
ies w

e h
ave seen

 p
revio

u
s to

 th
is. G

o
in
g to

 4
9
 p
resen

ts m
an
y 

p
o
ssib

ilities, am
o
n
g th

em
 th

e fo
llo
w
in
g:

* T
h
e p

ast d
ed
icatio

n
 w
as at a stren

gth
 o
f 7
 b
ecau

se o
f m

u
ltip

le p
riests 

d
ed
icatin

g th
e p

ast life, an
d
 th

is w
as th

en
 in

creased
 seven

fo
ld
 as a resu

lt o
f th

is 

visio
n
.

* T
h
e p

ast d
ed
icatio

n
 w
as at a stren

gth
 o
f 7
 b
ecau

se th
e p

ast life h
ad
 also

 

u
n
d
ergo

n
e a p

ast life visio
n
 o
f th

eir o
w
n
, an

d
 h
ad
 an

 in
itial d

ed
icatio

n
 

m
agn

ified
 as a resu

lt o
f th

at, w
h
ich

 th
is visio

n
 th

en
 fu

rth
er m

agn
ified

.

* T
h
e p

ast d
ed
icatio

n
 w
as at a stren

gth
 o
f 1
 b
u
t w

as fo
r so

m
e reaso

n
 m
u
ch
 m
o
re

greatly m
agn

ified
 th

is tim
e. F

o
r exam

p
le, as a resu

lt o
f th

e p
ast life o

r th
e 

visio
n
ary h

avin
g exh

ib
ited

 great V
irtu

e d
u
rin

g th
e visio

n
.

A
s th

is is o
n
ly o

n
e in

stan
ce, w

e d
o
 n
o
t h

ave en
o
u
gh
 in

fo
rm

atio
n
 yet to

 m
ak
e a 

b
etter assu

m
p
tio

n
 o
f w

h
at cau

sed
 th

is effect rath
er th

an
 a d

ifferen
t o
n
e (su

ch
 as 

an
 in

crease in
 D
ed
icatio

n
 to
 o
n
ly an

 effective stren
gth

 o
f 7
 p
riests rath

er th
an
 

4
9
).

L
ivia o

f C
elestial C

ascad
e (U

rizen
)

A
cco

m
p
an
ied

 b
y C

yru
s o

f C
elestial C

ascad
e (U

rizen
)

L
ivia w

as selected
 as a visio

n
ary b

y th
e C

o
u
n
cil o

f G
atek

eep
ers.

T
h
e visio

n
ary gave h

er p
erm

issio
n
 fo
r th

ese n
o
tes to

 b
e m

ad
e p

u
b
lic. T

h
e 

testim
o
n
y w

as p
resen

ted
 b
y th

e visio
n
ary w

ith
 so

m
e assistan

ce fro
m
 h
er gu

id
e.

T
h
e visio

n
ary cam

e to
 stan

d
in
g in

 a ro
o
m
 w
ith

 a tab
le in

 o
n
e co

rn
er, a b

ed
 laid

 

o
u
t in

 an
o
th
er, an

d
 an

 o
rc servan

t o
r slave w

aitin
g in

 a th
ird

 co
rn
er.

O
n
 th

e tab
le w

as a letter ad
d
ressed

 to
 T
each

er M
an
i o
f th

e S
cio

n
s o

f A
tu
n
, fro

m

so
m
eo
n
e in

 th
e O

rd
er o

f th
e W

h
ite R

o
se w

ith
 a p

o
ssib

ly F
reeb

o
rn
 n
am

e, 

startin
g w

ith
 S
ab
ria. T

h
e letter co

n
cern

ed
 th

e p
rep

aratio
n
 o
f so

m
eth

in
g, an

d
 its 

first p
aragrap

h
 said

 th
at "ferm

en
tin

g fo
r an

o
th
er h

o
u
r m

ay ren
d
er it m

o
re 

efficacio
u
s".

T
w
o
 m
en
 in

 w
h
ite ro

b
es an

d
 h
o
o
d
s, w

ith
 ten

tacled
 faces (p

ro
b
ab
ly stro

n
gly 

lin
eaged

 m
erro

w
) en

tered
 th

e ro
o
m
, w

ith
 an

o
th
er m

an
 w
ith

 facial tatto
o
s w

h
o
 

lo
o
k
ed
 N
avarri. T

h
e N

avarri m
an
 gave h

is n
am

e as A
tar, an

d
 co

m
m
en
ted

 o
n
 

h
o
w
 go

o
d
 th

e h
o
rses w

ere, co
m
p
arin

g th
em

 to
 w
alk

in
g th

e tro
d
s.

A
tar w

o
n
d
ered

 w
h
at th

ey h
ad
 b
een

 d
o
in
g w

ith
 all th

e vin
u
m
 th

ey h
ad
 b
een

 

b
u
yin

g fro
m
 h
im
. O

n
e o

f th
e aco

lytes su
ggested

 th
at if A

tar w
ere given

 a 

d
em

o
n
stratio

n
 o
f w

h
at w

as b
ein

g d
o
n
e w

ith
 it, h

e m
igh

t b
e p

ersu
ad
ed
 to

 lo
w
er 

h
is p

rices.

 T
h
e aco

lyte said
 th

at th
e T

each
er - referrin

g to
 th

e visio
n
ary - h

ad
 fo
u
n
d
 a w

ay 

to
 u
se vin

u
m
 to
 aid

 co
n
cen

tratio
n
 w
h
ile aw

ak
e, rath

er th
an
 ju
st u

sin
g vin

u
m
 to
 

aid
 sleep

. H
e m

en
tio

n
ed
 it cau

sed
 visio

n
s, an

d
 A
tar ask

ed
 if th

ey m
igh

t b
e 

h
allu

cin
atio

n
s o

r d
ream

s in
stead

, at w
h
ich

 th
e o

th
er aco

lyte sh
o
u
ted

 "T
h
ey are 

n
o
t d

ream
s!"

T
h
e aco

lytes talk
ed
 at o

n
e p

o
in
t ab

o
u
t h

o
w
 th

ey h
ad
 co

m
e fro

m
 o
ver th

e seas, 

fleein
g so

m
e so

rt o
f cataclysm

 o
r d

isaster, th
at th

ey w
ere tryin

g to
 avo

id
 a 

seco
n
d
 su

ch
 d
isaster, an

d
 th

at th
ey w

ere im
p
u
re. O

n
e o

f th
e aco

lytes 

co
m
m
en
ted

 th
at th

e P
atriarch

s w
ash

ed
 th

eir h
an
d
s, b

u
t th

eir so
u
ls w

ere im
p
u
re.



T
h
ere w

as a cu
p
 o
n
 th

e tab
le, p

o
ssib

ly b
ro
u
gh
t in

 b
y th

e o
rc, an

d
 th

e aco
lyte 

w
h
o
 w
as talk

in
g in

d
icated

 th
at th

e visio
n
ary sh

o
u
ld
 give its co

n
ten

ts to
 th

e 

o
th
er aco

lyte. A
tar ask

ed
 if th

is w
as safe, an

d
 th

e first aco
lyte said

 th
at o

f co
u
rse 

it w
as, th

e T
each

er w
as p

u
re.

T
h
e visio

n
ary to

o
k
 th

e cu
p
 fro

m
 th

e tab
le an

d
 o
ffered

 it to
 th

e seco
n
d
 aco

lyte, 

w
h
o
 w
as rep

eatin
g "T

h
e H

o
ly W

o
rd
s are n

o
t en

o
u
gh
" u

n
d
er h

is b
reath

, alm
o
st 

as a m
an
tra. T

h
e aco

lyte k
n
elt d

o
w
n
, th

e visio
n
ary o

ffered
 h
im
 th

e cu
p
, an

d
 

th
en
 th

e aco
lyte su

ggested
 h
e sh

o
u
ld
 sit o

n
 th

e b
ed
 ju
st in

 case. W
h
en
 h
e h

ad
 

go
n
e an

d
 sat o

n
 th

e b
ed
, th

e visio
n
ary gave h

im
 th

e cu
p
, sayin

g, "D
rin

k
, d
rin

k
 

an
d
 b
e p

u
re". T

h
e aco

lyte d
ran

k
 an

d
 lay d

o
w
n
.

T
h
e visio

n
ary w

en
t b

ack
 o
ver to

 th
e tab

le to
 lo
o
k
 at its co

n
ten

ts. A
s w

ell as th
e 

letter fro
m
 b
efo

re th
ere w

as a sh
eet o

f p
ap
er w

ith
 a list o

f ro
w
s. E

ach
 ro

w
 h
ad
 a 

n
am

e, a fam
ily n

am
e, an

 astro
m
an
tic sign

, a d
ate, a so

u
rce o

f so
m
eth

in
g (th

e 

m
o
st co

m
m
o
n
 o
f th

ese w
as "H

igh
 B
astio

n
", acco

rd
in
g to

 th
e gu

id
e), an

d
 a 

co
lu
m
n
 o
f resu

lts, w
h
ich

 in
clu

d
ed
 en

tries lik
e "D

ead
", "F

everish
 (3
 w
eek

s)" an
d
 

"C
o
m
a". T

h
e d

ates w
ere b

etw
een

 2
2
6
 an

d
 2
3
6
 (n

o
 Y
E
 w
ith

 th
e d

ates). T
h
e 

n
am

es w
ere in

 th
e fo

rm
 "S

o
m
eth

in
g i S

o
m
eth

in
gelse", th

e fam
ily n

am
es in

 th
e 

seco
n
d
 co

lu
m
n
 w
ere n

o
t th

e sam
e as th

e seco
n
d
 p
art o

f th
e n

am
e, an

d
 th

e 

en
tries in

 th
e fam

ily n
am

e co
lu
m
n
 d
id
 n
o
t ap

p
ear to

 co
n
tain

 th
e F

reeb
o
rn
 clan

 

n
am

es. T
h
ere w

as also
 a verd

igris co
p
p
er can

d
lestan

d
 o
n
 th

e tab
le in

 th
e sh

ap
e 

o
f a h

o
rse.

T
h
e first aco

lyte (th
e o

n
e w

h
o
 h
ad
 n
o
t d

ru
n
k
) talk

ed
 to
 th

e visio
n
ary q

u
ietly, 

an
d
 said

 th
at p

eo
p
le w

ere gettin
g su

sp
icio

u
s ab

o
u
t so

 m
an
y aco

lytes 

d
isap

p
earin

g. H
e su

ggested
 th

at if A
tar d

isap
p
eared

, th
ey co

u
ld
 b
lam

e th
e 

aco
lytes' d

isap
p
earan

ces o
n
 a leth

ally b
ad
 b
atch

 o
f vin

u
m
 fro

m
 N
avarr. H

e 

seem
ed
 to
 b
e ask

in
g fo

r assen
t to

 b
lam

e A
tar o

r h
ave h

im
 k
illed

, an
d
 th

e 

visio
n
ary gave th

eir assen
t.

T
h
e aco

lyte o
n
 th

e b
ed
 started

 co
n
vu
lsin

g an
d
 co

u
gh
in
g, an

d
 th

e visio
n
ary an

d
 

th
e o

th
ers tu

rn
ed
 th

eir atten
tio

n
 b
ack

 to
 h
im
. T

h
ere w

as b
lo
o
d
 o
n
 th

e 

co
n
vu
lsin

g visio
n
ary's co

w
l, w

h
ich

 h
e h

ad
 p
u
lled

 u
p
 o
ver h

is face.

W
h
en
 h
e h

ad
 fin

ish
ed
 co

n
vu
lsin

g th
e aco

lyte o
n
 th

e b
ed
 sat u

p
 slo

w
ly, an

d
 th

e 

visio
n
ary ask

ed
 h
im
 w
h
at h

e h
ad
 seen

. T
h
e aco

lyte rep
lied

 th
at h

e h
ad
 seen

 a 

great sh
in
in
g an

d
 p
u
re city, a p

lace fro
m
 b
ack

 acro
ss th

e sea w
h
ere th

ey h
ad
 

co
m
e fro

m
, an

d
 h
e said

 th
ey w

o
u
ld
 b
e p

u
re again

. T
h
e aco

lyte ask
ed
 if th

is w
as 

a visio
n
 o
f w

h
at h

ad
 b
een

 o
r w

h
at w

as to
 co

m
e, an

d
 th

e visio
n
 en

d
ed
.

L
ivia's so

u
l w

as exam
in
ed
 fo
r an

y sp
iritu

al effects o
n
 it b

efo
re an

d
 after h

er 

visio
n
. B

efo
re th

e visio
n
, h
er so

u
l h
ad
 a d

ed
icatio

n
 to

 W
isd

o
m
.

A
fter th

e visio
n
, h
er so

u
l w

as still d
ed
icated

 to
 W

isd
o
m
, b
u
t rath

er th
an
 its 

p
revio

u
s stren

gth
 (th

at o
f o
n
e p

riest h
avin

g p
erfo

rm
ed
 th

e D
ed
icatio

n
) it w

as at 

a stren
gth

 as if 7
 p
riests h

ad
 p
erfo

rm
ed
 it. H

er so
u
l also

 h
ad
 a testim

o
n
y o

f 

"T
each

er" w
ith

 th
e stren

gth
 eq

u
ivalen

t to
 7
 p
riests b

eh
in
d
 it.

A
s w

ith
 C
o
ra's visio

n
 earlier in

 W
in
ter 377

 Y
E
, a d

ed
icatio

n
 o
f in

creased
 

stren
gth

 m
ak
es sen

se given
 p
revio

u
s b

eh
avio

u
r o

f testim
o
n
ies. It b

ein
g o

f 

stren
gth

 eq
u
ivalen

t to
 7
 p
riests also

 in
d
icates th

at d
ed
icatio

n
 is n

o
t 

au
to
m
atically m

agn
ified

 m
o
re th

an
 testim

o
n
y (u

n
lik
e C

o
ra's d

ed
icatio

n
).

L
ik
ew

ise, as w
ith

 D
am

aris's, L
in
d
en
's an

d
 Jo

n
ah
's visio

n
s, a testim

o
n
y o

f 

in
creased

 stren
gth

 m
atch

es p
revio

u
s b

eh
avio

u
r o

f testim
o
n
ies. It is also

 

in
terestin

g to
 n
o
te th

is testim
o
n
y is o

n
ly a sin

gle n
o
u
n
, rath

er th
an
 th

e tw
o
-w
o
rd

n
o
u
n
 p
h
rases seen

 o
n
 th

e o
th
er p

o
st-visio

n
 n
ew
 testim

o
n
ies.

G
iven

 th
e co

n
ten

ts o
f th

e visio
n
, an

d
 co

m
m
o
n
 h
isto

rical acco
u
n
ts ab

o
u
t w

h
en
 

visio
n
ary versu

s cerem
o
n
ial liao

 w
ere d

isco
vered

, it seem
s u

n
lik
ely th

at th
e 

testim
o
n
y an

d
 d
ed
icatio

n
 co

u
ld
 h
ave b

een
 o
n
 th

e p
ast life's so

u
l b
efo

re th
e 

even
ts o

f th
e visio

n
 b
egan

, sin
ce th

e liao
 th

at w
o
u
ld
 b
e n

eed
ed
 to
 ad

d
 th

em
 h
ad

n
o
t yet b

een
 su

ccessfu
lly p

rep
ared

. W
ith

 th
is in

 m
in
d
, th

e m
ain

 p
o
ssib

ilities 

seem
 to
 b
e:

* H
isto

rical reco
rd
s are u

n
clear o

r in
co
rrect: liao

 cerem
o
n
ies su

ch
 as D

ed
icatio

n
 

an
d
 T
estim

o
n
y w

ere d
evelo

p
ed
 earlier th

an
 p
revio

u
sly th

o
u
gh
t, an

d
 h
ad
 alread

y 

b
een

 d
evelo

p
ed
 an

d
 ap

p
lied

 at th
e tim

e o
f th

is visio
n
, m

ean
in
g th

at visio
n
s 

b
ein

g gran
ted

 w
ere n

o
t th

e first u
se o

f liao
 as u

su
ally stated

.

* A
s su

ggested
 in

 so
m
e o

th
er acco

u
n
ts, th

e d
ed
icatio

n
 an

d
 testim

o
n
y h

ere w
ere 

ap
p
lied

 to
 th

e so
u
l in

 th
is p

ast life, b
u
t at a later p

o
in
t in

 th
eir life th

an
 th

e 



even
ts seen

 in
 th

e visio
n
, an

d
 th

e sp
iritu

al effects th
at are tran

sferred
 to
 th

e 

cu
rren

t in
carn

atio
n
 are th

o
se th

at th
e so

u
l h
eld

 in
 its p

ast life at th
e p

o
in
t th

at 

it en
tered

 th
e L

ab
yrin

th
.

* T
h
e d

ed
icatio

n
 an

d
 testim

o
n
y w

ere sp
o
n
tan

eo
u
sly gen

erated
 o
n
 th

e visio
n
ary's

so
u
l as a resu

lt o
f th

e visio
n
, b
u
t w

ere n
o
t o
n
 th

e p
ast life's so

u
l.

T
h
e m

o
st lik

ely o
f th

ese exp
lan

atio
n
s w

o
u
ld
 seem

 to
 b
e th

e seco
n
d
 - if th

e first 

w
ere tru

e th
en
 it is m

o
re lik

ely th
e cerem

o
n
ial fo

rm
 o
f liao

 w
o
u
ld
 h
ave b

een
 

m
en
tio

n
ed
 in

 th
e visio

n
, w

h
ich

 it w
as n

o
t. T

h
e n

o
tes o

n
 Jo
n
ah
's testim

o
n
y 

earlier in
 th

is d
o
cu
m
en
t exp

lain
 w
h
y th

e th
ird

 is less lik
ely th

an
 th

e seco
n
d
.

Im
m
ed
iately fo

llo
w
in
g th

e visio
n
, th

e visio
n
ary also

 h
ad
 a feelin

g o
f fo

cu
s an

d
 

calm
 th

at lasted
 fo
r a sh

o
rt w

h
ile. T

h
is co

u
ld
 h
ave b

een
 th

e ech
o
 o
f an

 

an
o
in
tin

g su
ch
 as th

e F
o
cu
s o

f W
isd

o
m
, o
r co

u
ld
 h
ave b

een
 an

 ech
o
 o
f o
n
e o

f 

th
e co

m
m
o
n
 attrib

u
tes o

f th
e m

erro
w
 lin

eage. In
 eith

er case, it w
ill b

e w
o
rth

 

ask
in
g visio

n
aries fo

r su
ch
 effects after th

eir visio
n
s, as if it w

as th
e aftereffect o

f 

lin
eage, it is th

e first in
d
icatio

n
 w
e h

ave in
 th

ese reco
rd
s o

f so
m
eth

in
g th

at 

co
u
ld
 tell u

s ab
o
u
t th

e lin
eage o

f p
ast in

carn
atio

n
s.

S
o
lo
m
o
n
 o
f th

e S
h
attered

 T
o
w
er (H

igh
gu
ard

)

A
cco

m
p
an
ied

 b
y E

n
o
ch
 o
f th

e S
h
attered

 T
o
w
er (H

igh
gu
ard

)

S
o
lo
m
o
n
 w
as selected

 b
y th

e w
in
n
er o

f th
e V

irtu
o
u
s A

u
ctio

n
.

T
h
e visio

n
ary gave h

is p
erm

issio
n
 fo
r th

is acco
u
n
t to

 b
e m

ad
e p

u
b
lic after th

e 

S
u
m
m
er 37

8
 Y
E
 su

m
m
it.

T
h
e visio

n
ary cam

e to
 k
n
eelin

g o
ver a b

o
d
y, h

o
ld
in
g a k

n
ife in

 th
eir righ

t h
an
d
. 

T
h
ere w

as an
o
th
er m

an
 k
n
eelin

g n
ext to

 th
e b

o
d
y, ap

p
aren

tly an
 acco

m
p
lice, 

w
h
o
 w
as p

u
llin

g fragm
en
ts o

f p
ap
er o

u
t o
f h

is p
o
u
ch
es an

d
 lo
o
k
in
g th

ro
u
gh
 

th
em

, talk
in
g to

 th
e visio

n
ary ab

o
u
t w

h
ich

 w
o
u
ld
 b
e go

o
d
 to
 p
lan

t o
n
 th

e b
o
d
y. 

H
e called

 th
e visio

n
ary L

eo
p
o
ld
, an

d
 referred

 to
 th

e b
o
d
y as "p

o
n
d
scu

m
" ("w

e 

go
t th

at p
o
n
d
scu

m
 go

o
d
" an

d
 "yo

u
 d
id
 th

at p
o
n
d
scu

m
" am

o
n
g o

th
er 

co
m
m
en
ts); it seem

s th
e visio

n
ary h

ad
 b
een

 th
e o

n
e to

 carry o
u
t th

e m
u
rd
er. 

T
h
e d

ead
 b
o
d
y w

as lin
eaged

 - eith
er m

erro
w
 o
r b

riar b
ased

 o
n
 m
ark

s o
n
 th

eir 

n
eck

. T
h
e m

an
 referred

 to
 th

e P
ro
fesso

r as so
m
eo
n
e w

h
o
 h
ad
 sen

t th
em

 o
r w

h
o
 

th
ey w

o
rk
ed
 fo
r. T

h
e m

an
 h
ad
 also

 tak
en
 a p

u
rse fro

m
 th

e d
ead

 b
o
d
y th

at 

co
n
tain

ed
 several T

h
ro
n
es.

F
ro
m
 th

e n
o
ises an

d
 sigh

ts aro
u
n
d
, th

ey w
ere in

 th
e b

ack
 ro

o
m
 o
f a b

ar at n
igh

t;

th
ere w

ere th
e so

u
n
d
s o

f p
eo
p
le in

 an
o
th
er ro

o
m
 ask

in
g fo

r th
e b

ark
eep

, an
d
 

th
e n

o
ise o

f seagu
lls.

T
h
ere w

ere th
en
 n
o
ises o

f p
eo
p
le co

m
in
g to

w
ard

s th
e ro

o
m
 th

ey w
ere in

, an
d
 

th
e m

an
 p
u
lled

 th
e visio

n
ary b

eh
in
d
 a b

ar o
r k

itch
en
 co

u
n
ter to

 h
id
e. T

w
o
 

p
eo
p
le (o

n
e m

an
, o
n
e w

o
m
an
) cam

e in
to
 th

e ro
o
m
, w

earin
g d

o
u
b
let an

d
 h
o
se 

an
d
 carryin

g h
alb

erd
s; th

ey lo
o
k
ed
 lik

e to
w
n
 m
ilitia.

T
h
e m

ilitia o
fficers w

ere sh
o
ck
ed
 w
h
en
 th

ey saw
 th

e b
o
d
y, an

d
 talk

ed
 ab

o
u
t 

h
o
w
 "th

e P
rin

ce w
ill h

ave o
u
r h

ead
s fo

r th
is". T

h
e w

o
m
an
 co

m
m
en
ted

 th
at it 

w
asn

't h
er fau

lt th
ey'd

 n
o
t sto

p
p
ed
 it, as sh

e'd
 b
een

 o
n
 th

e n
o
rth

 w
all all d

ay. 

T
h
ey talk

ed
 ab

o
u
t sim

ilar m
u
rd
ers, in

clu
d
in
g o

n
e o

f a b
riar; it seem

ed
 th

is w
as 

p
art o

f a series.

T
h
e acco

m
p
lice h

ad
 b
een

 p
ersu

ad
in
g th

e visio
n
ary to

 stay q
u
iet an

d
 h
id
d
en
, b
u
t

after a w
h
ile h

e sto
o
d
 u
p
 an

d
 ask

ed
 "T

h
an
k
 go

o
d
n
ess, are th

ey go
n
e?" an

d
 th

e 

visio
n
ary fo

llo
w
ed
 su

it. T
h
e m

ilitia o
fficers d

id
 n
o
t ap

p
ear to

 b
elieve th

is ru
se 

an
d
 co

m
m
en
ted

 th
at th

ey w
eren

't very p
an
ick

y, to
 w
h
ich

 th
e visio

n
ary rep

lied
, 

"N
o
, w

e are p
an
ick

y". T
h
e m

ilitia o
fficers, still su

sp
icio

u
s, raised

 th
eir w

eap
o
n
s 

an
d
 ad

van
ced

 o
n
 th

em
, an

d
 th

e visio
n
 fad

ed
.

S
o
lo
m
o
n
's so

u
l w

as exam
in
ed
 w
ith

 th
e rite o

f In
sigh

t b
efo

re an
d
 after th

e 

visio
n
. B

efo
re th

e visio
n
, th

ere w
ere n

o
 m
ark

s o
n
 h
is so

u
l o
f an

y so
rt. A

fter th
e 

visio
n
, th

ere w
as a d

istin
ct ech

o
 o
f h

is p
ast life p

resen
t an

d
 o
verlaid

 o
n
 h
is so

u
l -

its effects w
ere to

 m
ak
e h

im
 sin

gle-m
in
d
ed
ly fo

cu
ssed

 an
d
 an

n
o
yed

 b
y 

d
istractio

n
. (F

o
rtu

n
ately h

e ch
an
n
elled

 h
is fo

cu
s after th

e visio
n
 in

to
 h
avin

g h
is 

acco
u
n
t reco

rd
ed
.)

T
h
e ech

o
's effect o

n
 h
is so

u
l w

as cleared
 b
y an

 exo
rcism

 p
erfo

rm
ed
 b
y seven

 

p
riests. A

t th
e tim

e, S
o
lo
m
o
n
 ask

ed
 th

at h
is visio

n
 n
o
t b
e m

ad
e p

u
b
lic u

n
til h

e 

k
n
ew
 m
o
re ab

o
u
t it, b

u
t o
n
ce h

e h
ad
 received

 fu
rth

er d
etails fro

m
 th

e C
ivil 



S
ervice o

f th
e circu

m
stan

ces su
rro

u
n
d
in
g its even

ts, h
e gave p

erm
issio

n
.

S
o
lo
m
o
n
's C

ivil S
ervice retu

rn
 in

d
icates a series o

f m
u
rd
ers in

 T
assato

 aro
u
n
d
 

3
0
0
 Y
E
 aim

ed
 at citizen

s o
f lin

eage. T
h
ere w

ere su
sp
icio

n
s b

y th
e city's m

ilitia 

w
arran

t o
fficers an

d
 m
agistrates th

at th
ese m

u
rd
ers w

ere lin
k
ed
 to
 a rad

ical 

elem
en
t o

f th
e S

o
ciety o

f th
e P

u
rifyin

g F
lam

e, b
u
t th

ere w
as n

o
 evid

en
ce to

 

su
p
p
o
rt th

is in
itially.

(A
cco

rd
in
g to

 th
e C

ivil S
ervice retu

rn
, th

e S
o
ciety o

f th
e P

u
rifyin

g F
lam

e w
as 

o
rigin

ally a p
en
iten

t o
rd
er o

f H
igh

b
o
rn
 lin

eaged
 w
h
o
 so

u
gh
t to

 "p
u
rify" th

eir 

"tain
ted

" so
u
ls b

y m
o
rtificatio

n
 an

d
 great d

evo
tio

n
 to
 th

e P
ath

s o
f V

irtu
e. F

ro
m
 

an
o
th
er retu

rn
, th

at fo
r L

ivia C
ascad

e's visio
n
, th

eir activities in
 H
igh

gu
ard

 in
 

th
e p

ast also
 in

clu
d
ed
 erasin

g m
en
tio

n
 o
f lin

eage fro
m
 h
isto

rical

 acco
u
n
ts o

f citizen
s, th

o
u
gh
 su

ch
 erasu

res m
ay h

ave b
een

 co
m
p
o
u
n
d
ed
 b
y m

an
y

arch
ivists an

d
 o
th
ers sim

p
ly fo

rgettin
g to

 m
en
tio

n
 lin

eage fo
r o

th
er reaso

n
s, 

su
ch
 as a lack

 o
f so

cietal d
isap

p
ro
val o

f lin
eage an

d
 th

u
s co

n
sid

erin
g it to

 b
e 

u
n
n
ecessary to

 p
o
in
t o
u
t.)

In
 th

is p
erio

d
 in

 T
assato

, th
e S

o
ciety o

f th
e P

u
rifyin

g F
lam

e h
ad
 recru

ited
 

A
rch

b
ish

o
p
 B
en
ed
ict d

i T
assato

 an
d
 h
is fello

w
 p
riests o

f th
e W

ay to
 th

eir cau
se. 

A
 m
ilitia w

arran
t o
fficers, M

ario
 d
i R

egario
, agreed

 to
 train

 as a b
ish

o
p
 an

d
 jo
in

th
e T

assato
 b
ran

ch
 o
f th

e so
ciety u

n
d
er A

rch
b
ish

o
p
 B
en
ed
ict.

B
ish

o
p
 M

ario
 w
as su

ccessfu
l in

 gath
erin

g evid
en
ce th

at A
rch

b
ish

o
p
 B
en
ed
ict 

w
as co

o
rd
in
atin

g an
d
 p
articip

atin
g in

 th
e m

u
rd
er o

f lin
eaged

 citizen
s. In

 so
m
e 

cases th
is in

vo
lved

 exco
m
m
u
n
icatin

g th
em

 first w
ith

 th
e in

ten
t th

at th
ey w

o
u
ld
 

n
o
t b

e reb
o
rn
 an

d
 th

eir "tain
t" w

o
u
ld
 d
ie w

ith
 th

em
.

T
h
e evid

en
ce th

at B
ish

o
p
 M

ario
 gath

ered
 resu

lted
 in

 A
rch

b
ish

o
p
 B
en
ed
ict's 

arrest an
d
 su

b
seq

u
en
t execu

tio
n
. H

o
w
ever, as p

art o
f h

is in
filtratio

n
, M

ario
 h
ad
 

also
 actively p

articip
ated

 in
 m
u
rd
ers o

f lin
eaged

 citizen
s in

 o
rd
er to

 p
ro
ve h

is 

co
m
m
itm

en
t to

 th
e cau

se. T
h
e C

ard
in
al o

f V
igilan

ce p
lead

ed
 clem

en
cy fo

r 

M
ario

's actio
n
s, b

u
t th

e m
agistrates co

n
clu

d
ed
 th

at M
ario

 h
ad
 k
n
o
w
in
gly tak

en
 

th
e lives o

f Im
p
erial citizen

s. H
e w

as sen
ten

ced
 to
 p
en
al m

ilitary service, d
u
rin

g 

w
h
ich

 h
e w

as k
illed

 in
 b
attle.

It is n
o
t clear fro

m
 th

e d
etails fro

m
 S
o
lo
m
o
n
's visio

n
 exactly w

h
o
 h
e w

as, b
u
t it 

seem
s m

o
st lik

ely th
at h

e is th
e rein

carn
atio

n
 o
f eith

er B
ish

o
p
 M

ario
 o
r 

A
rch

b
ish

o
p
 B
en
ed
ict.

S
p
rin

g E
q
u
in
o
x
, 3
7
8
 Y
E

In
tro

d
u
ctio

n

F
o
u
r visio

n
aries exp

erien
ced

 visio
n
s in

d
u
ced

 b
y P

u
re L

iao
 at th

e S
o
lstice. O

f 

th
ese, all fo

u
r w

ere selected
 b
y th

e C
o
u
n
cil o

f G
atek

eep
ers. T

h
e w

in
n
er o

f th
e 

V
irtu

o
u
s A

u
ctio

n
 at th

e W
in
ter S

o
lstice 37

7
 Y
E
 h
ad
 ch

o
sen

 in
stead

 to
 receive a 

visio
n
 at th

e S
u
m
m
er S

o
lstice 37

8
 Y
E
 su

m
m
it.

F
o
llo
w
in
g th

eir visio
n
s, th

e visio
n
aries an

d
 th

eir acco
m
p
an
yin

g gu
id
es w

ere 

q
u
estio

n
ed
 b
y th

e au
th
o
rs. T

h
eir sto

ries are reco
rd
ed
 in

 th
e fo

llo
w
in
g p

ages, in
 

th
e o

rd
er th

at th
e visio

n
s w

ere received
.

* K
arim

 i H
azan

a i G
u
erra (B

rass C
o
ast), acco

m
p
an
ied

 b
y D

ariu
s i E

sm
ara i 

E
rigo

 (B
rass C

o
ast)

* C
esare d

i T
assato

 o
f th

e G
ild
ed
 H
o
rn
 C
arta (L

eagu
e), acco

m
p
an
ied

 b
y 

O
p
h
elia o

f th
e G

ild
ed
 H
o
rn
 C
arta (L

eagu
e)

* R
o
salen

e N
o
vario

n
 (D

aw
n
), acco

m
p
an
ied

 b
y M

arro
k
 d
e C

arsen
ere (D

aw
n
)

* A
gn
eth

a d
e R

o
n
d
ell (D

aw
n
), acco

m
p
an
ied

 b
y A

sh
er o

f F
elix's W

atch
 

(H
igh

gu
ard

)



K
arim

 i H
azan

a i G
u
erra (B

rass C
o
ast)

A
cco

m
p
an
ied

 b
y D

ariu
s i E

sm
ara i E

rigo
 (B

rass C
o
ast)

K
arim

 w
as selected

 as a visio
n
ary b

y th
e C

o
u
n
cil o

f G
atek

eep
ers.

T
h
e visio

n
ary gave h

is p
erm

issio
n
 fo
r th

ese n
o
tes to

 b
e m

ad
e p

u
b
lic. T

h
e 

testim
o
n
y w

as p
resen

ted
 b
y th

e visio
n
ary, w

ith
 so

m
e h

elp
 fro

m
 h
is gu

id
e.

T
h
e visio

n
ary cam

e to
 in

 a fo
rest in

 N
avarr, aro

u
n
d
 a cam

p
fire. T

h
ere w

ere 

seven
 o
th
er p

eo
p
le th

ere, an
d
 th

ey w
ere eatin

g ap
p
les. T

h
ey w

ere a N
avarri 

co
ven

 called
 eith

er th
e F

o
u
r L

eaf o
r th

e F
ive L

eaf C
o
ven

 (th
e visio

n
ary h

eard
 

F
o
u
r L

eaf, th
e gu

id
e h

eard
 o
n
e p

erso
n
 say F

ive L
eaf). T

h
e visio

n
ary's n

am
e w

as 

E
m
rys.

T
h
e co

ven
 w
ere d

iscu
ssin

g h
o
w
 to
 get en

o
u
gh
 d
rago

n
b
o
n
e to

 m
ak
e co

ven
sto

n
es.

T
h
ey h

ad
 p
revio

u
sly b

een
 castin

g th
e ritu

al V
erd

an
t B

o
u
n
ty o

f th
e T

w
iligh

t 

B
ayo

u
 to
 im

p
ro
ve th

e yield
 th

ey o
b
tain

ed
 in

 a fo
rest. T

h
e visio

n
ary h

ad
 n
o
tes in

 

fro
n
t o

f th
em

 th
at su

ggested
 th

ey co
u
ld
 eith

er d
o
 th

is, o
r co

u
ld
 attem

p
t a ritu

al 

th
at w

o
u
ld
 d
o
 th

e sam
e fo

r all th
e fo

rests acro
ss th

e E
m
p
ire - th

e latter w
o
u
ld
 b
e

a m
assive risk

, b
u
t m

o
re p

ro
sp
ero

u
s. T

h
e visio

n
ary co

m
m
en
ted

 "W
h
at's an

o
th
er

w
o
rd
 fo
r a risk

? A
n
 o
p
p
o
rtu

n
ity!"

R
ath

er th
an
 ju
st co

ven
sto

n
es, th

e visio
n
ary ap

p
aren

tly w
an
ted

 to
 b
u
ild
 ro

ad
s, 

fo
rtificatio

n
s an

d
 o
th
er larger w

o
rk
s w

ith
 th

e o
u
tp
u
t o
f th

is. T
h
ere w

as a 

d
iscu

ssio
n
 th

at th
e p

rice o
f d

rago
n
b
o
n
e w

as go
in
g to

 b
e very vo

latile, as th
e 

S
u
m
aah

 R
ep
u
b
lic h

ad
 ju
st clo

sed
 its b

o
rd
ers to

 th
e E

m
p
ire, an

d
 th

e co
ven

 

w
an
ted

 to
 m
ak
e th

em
selves fin

an
cially in

d
ep
en
d
en
t rath

er th
an
 relyin

g o
n
 

S
u
m
aah

. (T
h
is d

ates th
e visio

n
 to
 aro

u
n
d
 o
r sh

o
rtly after 118

 Y
E
, th

e year th
at 

S
u
m
aah

 exco
m
m
u
n
icated

 th
e E

m
p
ire an

d
 clo

sed
 its b

o
rd
ers.)

S
o
m
eo
n
e in

 th
e co

ven
 said

 th
at th

e visio
n
ary h

ad
 su

ggested
 th

ey co
u
ld
 get h

elp
 

w
ith

 castin
g th

is ritu
al fro

m
 M

u
rit. T

h
e visio

n
ary gave a sp

eech
 u
rgin

g th
e rest 

o
f th

e co
ven

 to
 h
elp

 th
em

, sayin
g th

at th
is ritu

al w
o
u
ld
 affect th

eir ch
ild
ren

 an
d
 

th
eir ch

ild
ren

's ch
ild
ren

, an
d
 th

at th
ey sh

o
u
ld
 n
o
t ju

st u
se th

is to
 m
ak
e 

co
ven

sto
n
es as th

e rest o
f th

e co
ven

 w
ere su

ggestin
g.

T
h
e o

th
ers in

 th
e co

ven
 seem

ed
 to
 b
e w

o
n
 o
ver b

y th
e visio

n
ary's argu

m
en
t. 

W
h
en
 th

e visio
n
ary ask

ed
 "O

k
ay, w

h
o
's in

 o
n
 th

is?", th
ey all raised

 th
eir h

an
d
s, 

an
d
 th

e visio
n
 en

d
ed
.

T
h
e ritu

al m
en
tio

n
ed
 in

 th
e visio

n
 so

u
n
d
s lik

e th
e o

n
e co

d
ified

 in
 Im

p
erial lo

re

as W
o
n
d
ro
u
s F

o
rests o

f N
igh

t, a N
igh

t ritu
al o

f ap
p
ro
xim

ate m
agn

itu
d
e 16

0
, 

w
ith

 th
e effect m

en
tio

n
ed
 in

 th
e visio

n
 (im

p
ro
vin

g th
e p

o
ten

tial yield
 o
f 

m
aterials gath

ered
 fro

m
 fo
rests acro

ss th
e E

m
p
ire). K

arim
 w
as en

gaged
 in

 

gath
erin

g p
eo
p
le to

 try to
 p
erfo

rm
 th

is at th
e su

m
m
it at w

h
ich

 h
e received

 th
is 

visio
n
.

K
arim

's so
u
l w

as exam
in
ed
 fo
r an

y sp
iritu

al effects o
n
 it b

efo
re an

d
 after h

is 

visio
n
. B

efo
re th

e visio
n
, th

ere w
ere n

o
 effects o

n
 h
is so

u
l. A

fter th
e visio

n
, 

th
ere w

as a testim
o
n
y o

f "F
lick

erin
g C

an
d
le" w

ith
 th

e stren
gth

 eq
u
ivalen

t to
 7
 

p
riests b

eh
in
d
 it.

T
h
e sign

ifican
ce o

f th
e testim

o
n
y h

ere is n
o
t as im

m
ed
iately ap

p
aren

t as fro
m
 

p
revio

u
s visio

n
aries w

h
o
 h
ave h

ad
 testim

o
n
ies ap

p
ear o

n
 th

eir so
u
ls after 

visio
n
s. It m

ay relate to
 th

e even
ts th

at h
ap
p
en
ed
 in

 th
e visio

n
, o
r to

 o
th
er 

even
ts th

at h
ap
p
en
ed
 earlier o

r later in
 th

at p
ast life. T

h
e resu

lts o
f C

ivil S
ervice

research
 in

to
 K
arim

's p
ast life m

ay b
e ab

le to
 sh

ed
 m
o
re ligh

t o
n
 th

is.

In
 w
h
at h

as b
eco

m
e a stan

d
ard

 ch
eck

, D
ariu

s (th
e gu

id
e) also

 h
ad
 h
is so

u
l 

exam
in
ed
 after th

e visio
n
. H

is so
u
l h
ad
 b
een

 in
ju
red

 in
 su

ch
 a w

ay th
at it w

as 

co
iled

 an
d
 ten

sed
, w

ith
 th

e effect th
at h

e w
as in

creasin
gly fearfu

l o
f u

n
d
ergo

in
g 

su
ch
 exp

erien
ces again

. T
reatin

g th
is in

ju
ry req

u
ired

 an
 exo

rcism
 w
ith

 th
e 

stren
gth

 o
f 7
 p
riests to

 rem
o
ve th

e in
ju
ry, alth

o
u
gh
 it is lik

ely th
at an

 

ap
p
ro
p
riate an

o
in
tin

g o
f th

e sam
e stren

gth
 w
o
u
ld
 h
ave h

elp
ed
 th

e visio
n
ary's 

so
u
l to

 rep
air th

e in
ju
ry itself.



C
esare d

i T
assato

 o
f th

e G
ild

ed
 H

o
rn
 C
arta (L

eagu
e)

A
cco

m
p
an
ied

 b
y O

p
h
elia o

f th
e G

ild
ed
 H
o
rn
 C
arta (L

eagu
e)

C
esare w

as selected
 as a visio

n
ary b

y th
e C

o
u
n
cil o

f G
atek

eep
ers.

T
h
e visio

n
ary gave h

is p
erm

issio
n
 fo
r th

ese n
o
tes to

 b
e m

ad
e p

u
b
lic. T

h
e 

testim
o
n
y w

as p
resen

ted
 b
y th

e visio
n
ary an

d
 th

en
 b
y th

e gu
id
e, w

ith
 d
iscu

ssio
n
 

b
etw

een
 th

e tw
o
.

T
h
e visio

n
ary cam

e to
 in

 a ro
o
m
 th

at w
as eith

er a b
an
q
u
etin

g h
all o

r a p
lu
sh
 

d
in
in
g ro

o
m
. T

h
ere w

ere silk
s an

d
 w
all h

an
gin

gs, an
d
 a tab

le th
at w

as laid
 o
u
t 

fo
r a feast w

ith
 th

e visio
n
ary at th

e h
ead

 o
f th

e tab
le. N

ext to
 th

e visio
n
ary o

n
 

th
e tab

le w
as a go

b
let th

at ap
p
eared

 to
 b
e fin

ely crafted
 - it w

as a sq
u
at, sh

o
rt-

stem
m
ed
 go

b
let, m

ad
e o

f d
u
ll silver, w

ith
o
u
t an

y en
gravin

g. T
h
ere w

as m
u
sic 

an
d
 th

e so
u
n
d
s o

f ch
atter.

A
 servan

t cam
e an

d
 sp

o
k
e to

 th
e visio

n
ary, ask

in
g if th

ey w
ere read

y, to
 w
h
ich

 

th
e visio

n
ary rep

lied
 th

at th
ey w

ere as read
y as th

ey w
o
u
ld
 ever b

e. T
h
e visio

n
ary

w
as referred

 to
 as A

n
ab
ela.

T
h
e servan

t th
en
 u
sh
ered

 in
 six gu

ests. T
h
ree w

ere fro
m
 R
egario

, an
d
 th

ree 

fro
m
 M

estra. T
h
e gro

u
p
 fro

m
 R
egario

 w
as led

 b
y Isab

ella, a n
aga, acco

m
p
an
ied

 

b
y an

 u
n
lin

eaged
 m
an
 an

d
 w
o
m
an
. T

h
e gro

u
p
 fro

m
 M

estra w
as led

 b
y 

B
arto

lo
m
eo
, a cam

b
io
n
 w
h
o
 w
as th

in
 an

d
 sh

arp
-featu

red
 w
ith

 d
ark

 h
air, 

acco
m
p
an
ied

 b
y an

 u
n
lin

eaged
 m
an
 in

 a d
ark

 d
o
u
b
let an

d
 an

 u
n
lin

eaged
 

w
o
m
an
 in

 a fin
e d

ress an
d
 h
at.

Isab
ella an

d
 B
arto

lo
m
eo
 argu

ed
 b
etw

een
 th

em
selves ab

o
u
t d

isagreem
en
ts 

b
etw

een
 R
egario

 an
d
 M

estra. S
o
m
eo
n
e fro

m
 M

estra h
ad
 go

n
e m

issin
g, an

d
 

so
m
eo
n
e fro

m
 R
egario

 h
ad
 b
een

 k
illed

 an
d
 th

e b
o
d
y fo

u
n
d
; o
n
e o

f th
em

 

accu
sed

 th
e o

th
er o

f seizin
g a co

n
sign

m
en
t o
f silk

; th
e o

th
er m

ad
e accu

satio
n
s 

o
f arso

n
. O

n
e p

erso
n
 co

m
m
en
ted

 th
at it w

o
u
ld
 b
e easier to

 get a H
igh

b
o
rn
 o
ff 

th
eir h

o
rse th

an
 to
 get Isab

ella an
d
 B
arto

lo
m
eo
 to

 w
o
rk
 to
geth

er.

D
u
rin

g th
e d

iscu
ssio

n
, Isab

ella m
en
tio

n
ed
 ju
stice, an

d
 th

e visio
n
ary said

 th
at 

ju
stice w

as a very su
b
jective w

o
rd
. Isab

ella rep
lied

, "A
n
ab
ela, Ju

stice is a virtu
e, 

yo
u
 k
n
o
w
 th

at," an
d
 th

e visio
n
ary let th

e m
atter d

ro
p
.

T
h
e visio

n
ary b

ro
u
gh
t th

e m
eetin

g to
 o
rd
er, as th

e co
n
versatio

n
 w
as gettin

g 

h
eated

, an
d
 said

 th
ere w

ere b
etter th

in
gs to

 d
o
. T

h
ey q

u
o
ted

 a L
eagu

e n
u
rsery 

rh
ym

e ab
o
u
t h

o
w
 yo

u
 sh

o
u
ld
 b
u
ild
 yo

u
r to

w
er h

igh
er th

an
 th

e o
th
er p

erso
n
's in

o
rd
er to

 co
m
p
ete, rath

er th
an
 ju
st k

n
o
ck
in
g it o

ver o
r settin

g it o
n
 fire.

A
fter th

is, th
e visio

n
ary talk

ed
 to
 th

em
 ab

o
u
t ceasin

g h
o
stilities, an

d
 b
rin

gin
g 

R
egario

 an
d
 M

estra to
geth

er to
 fo
rm

 T
assato

, n
am

ed
 after th

e sm
all islan

d
 in

 

th
e m

id
d
le o

f th
e river V

assa. B
arto

lo
m
eo
 co

m
m
en
ted

 th
at it so

u
n
d
ed
 lik

e th
e 

n
am

e h
ad
 alread

y b
een

 ch
o
sen

, to
 w
h
ich

 th
e visio

n
ary rep

lied
 th

at o
f co

u
rse it 

h
ad
, th

ey'd
 p
rep

ared
 b
efo

re th
e m

eetin
g, an

d
 p
erh

ap
s B

arto
lo
m
eo
 sh

o
u
ld
 h
ave 

d
o
n
e th

e sam
e. T

h
e visio

n
ary ask

ed
 if th

e o
th
er tw

o
 w
an
ted

 to
 b
e p

ragm
atists, 

to
 w
h
ich

 Isab
ella rep

lied
 th

at th
ey co

u
ld
n
't h

ave th
e fu

tu
re w

ith
o
u
t th

e p
ast, an

d

h
o
w
 co

u
ld
 th

ey p
u
t th

in
gs asid

e? T
h
e visio

n
ary's resp

o
n
se w

as th
at B

arto
lo
m
eo
 

an
d
 Isab

ella d
id
 n
o
t h

ave to
 b
e frien

d
s, b

u
t h

ad
 to
 d
ro
p
 so

m
e o

f th
eir 

d
isagreem

en
ts - "yo

u
 d
o
n
't h

ave to
 h
o
ld
 h
an
d
s, ju

st w
alk

 in
 th

e sam
e d

irectio
n
".

T
h
e visio

n
ary n

am
ed
 tw

o
 great w

o
rk
s th

at R
egario

 an
d
 M

estra co
u
ld
 co

o
p
erate 

o
n
 - a sto

ck
 exch

an
ge, an

d
 tw

o
 great th

reatres, o
n
e o

n
 each

 sid
e o

f th
e river (o

n
e

co
m
ed
y, o

n
e traged

y), th
at w

o
u
ld
 o
p
erate in

 co
m
p
etitio

n
. T

h
e m

en
tio

n
 o
f th

ese 

great w
o
rk
s p

iq
u
ed
 Isab

ella an
d
 B
arto

lo
m
eo
's in

terest. T
h
ey also

 d
iscu

ssed
 

an
o
th
er great w

o
rk
, o
f m

ak
in
g a b

rid
ge acro

ss th
e V

assa b
etw

een
 R
egario

 an
d
 

M
estra th

at w
o
u
ld
 p
u
t A

n
ab
ela's ferry b

u
sin

ess o
u
t o

f b
u
sin

ess. T
o
 th

is, th
e 

visio
n
ary rep

lied
, "D

o
 yo

u
 th

in
k
 I'd

 start a ferry b
u
sin

ess o
n
 a river th

at co
u
ld
 b
e

b
rid

ged
?"

T
h
e d

iscu
ssio

n
 co

n
clu

d
ed
 w
ith

 Isab
ella an

d
 B
arto

lo
m
eo
 h
avin

g co
n
ced

ed
 so

m
e 

o
f th

eir p
o
in
ts, an

d
 ad

m
ittin

g in
terest in

 th
e great w

o
rk
s su

ggested
. T

h
e 

visio
n
ary to

o
k
 th

eir h
an
d
s - B

arto
lo
m
eo
's in

 th
eir left, an

d
 Isab

ella's in
 th

eir 

righ
t - an

d
 said

 "T
h
in
k
 ab

o
u
t it", an

d
 th

e visio
n
 en

d
ed
.

G
iven

 th
e co

n
text o

f th
e visio

n
, C

esare's p
ast life w

as alm
o
st certain

ly A
n
ab
ela 

d
i R

egario
, fam

ed
 fo
r u

n
itin

g R
egario

 an
d
 M

estra to
 fo
rm

 T
assato

 a cen
tu
ry 

b
efo

re th
e fo

u
n
d
atio

n
 o
f th

e E
m
p
ire.



C
esare's so

u
l w

as exam
in
ed
 fo
r an

y sp
iritu

al effects o
n
 it b

efo
re an

d
 after h

is 

visio
n
. B

efo
re th

e visio
n
, h
is so

u
l h
ad
 a d

ed
icatio

n
 to
 A
m
b
itio

n
, a testim

o
n
y o

f 

"B
u
rn
in
g A

sp
iran

t" w
ith

 th
e stren

gth
 o
f 3
 p
riests, an

d
 th

e an
o
in
tin

g o
f T

ru
e 

A
m
b
itio

n
 w
ith

 th
e stren

gth
 o
f 3
 p
riests.

A
fter th

e visio
n
, as w

ell as th
e d

ed
icatio

n
, testim

o
n
y an

d
 an

o
in
tin

g, h
is so

u
l 

ap
p
eared

 to
 b
e co

vered
 in

 a co
rro

sive m
iasm

a, w
ith

 th
e effect th

at h
e w

as h
igh

ly 

su
sp
icio

u
s o

f th
e m

o
tives o

f everyo
n
e aro

u
n
d
 h
im
 an

d
 ap

p
eared

 to
 b
elieve th

at 

everyo
n
e w

as p
lan

n
in
g to

 b
etray h

im
. T
reatin

g th
is in

ju
ry req

u
ired

 an
 exo

rcism
 

w
ith

 th
e stren

gth
 o
f 6
 p
riests to

 rem
o
ve th

e in
ju
ry, alth

o
u
gh
 it is lik

ely th
at an

 

ap
p
ro
p
riate an

o
in
tin

g o
f th

e sam
e stren

gth
 w
o
u
ld
 h
ave h

elp
ed
 th

e visio
n
ary's 

so
u
l to

 rep
air th

e in
ju
ry itself. T

h
e exo

rcism
 w
as carried

 o
u
t in

 a co
n
secrated

 

area, an
d
 it is lik

ely it (o
r an

 an
o
in
tin

g, h
ad
 th

at b
een

 d
o
n
e in

stead
) w

o
u
ld
 h
ave 

req
u
ired

 an
o
th
er p

riest, h
ad
 th

e au
ra w

ith
in
 th

e ten
t n

o
t b

een
 p
resen

t.

O
p
h
elia (th

e gu
id
e) also

 h
ad
 h
er so

u
l exam

in
ed
 after th

e visio
n
. H

er so
u
l h
ad
 

b
een

 in
ju
red

 in
 su

ch
 a w

ay th
at it w

as stretch
ed
 o
u
t, as if sh

e h
ad
 left a p

iece o
f 

h
erself in

 th
e L

ab
yrin

th
 w
h
en
 sh

e cam
e b

ack
. T

h
is resu

lted
 in

 h
er b

ein
g 

d
iso

rien
ted

 an
d
 u
n
su
re o

f w
h
o
 sh

e w
as o

r o
f h

er su
rro

u
n
d
in
gs. T

h
e reassu

ran
ce 

o
f h

er fam
ily m

em
b
ers h

elp
ed
 to
 calm

 h
er an

d
 gro

u
n
d
 h
er in

 th
e p

resen
t 

en
o
u
gh
 th

at an
 exo

rcism
 b
y S

erru
sto

 (G
atek

eep
er o

f A
m
b
itio

n
, also

 a m
em

b
er 

o
f th

e G
ild
ed
 H
o
rn
 C
arta) w

as en
o
u
gh
 to
 rem

o
ve th

e in
ju
ry fro

m
 h
er so

u
l. H

ad

h
er fam

ily n
o
t b
een

 th
ere it is lik

ely th
e exo

rcism
 w
o
u
ld
 h
ave req

u
ired

 7
 p
riests.

R
o
salen

e N
o
vario

n
 (D

aw
n
)

A
cco

m
p
an
ied

 b
y M

arro
k
 d
e C

arsen
ere (D

aw
n
)

R
o
salen

e w
as selected

 as a visio
n
ary b

y th
e C

o
u
n
cil o

f G
atek

eep
ers.

T
h
e visio

n
ary gave h

er p
erm

issio
n
 fo
r th

ese n
o
tes to

 b
e m

ad
e p

u
b
lic. T

h
e 

testim
o
n
y w

as p
resen

ted
 b
y th

e visio
n
ary, w

ith
 so

m
e h

elp
 fro

m
 h
er gu

id
e.

T
h
e visio

n
ary cam

e to
 stan

d
in
g b

eh
in
d
 a screen

, an
d
 m
o
ved

 o
u
t fro

m
 b
eh
in
d
 

th
e screen

 w
h
en
 th

ey h
eard

 a n
o
ise. A

 m
ale so

ld
ier w

ith
 a b

ran
d
 o
n
 h
is ch

eek
 

ch
arged

 in
to
 th

e ro
o
m
. H

e w
as d

ressed
 in

 D
aw
n
ish

 clo
th
in
g.

T
h
e so

ld
ier referred

 to
 th

e visio
n
ary as L

o
rd
 R
o
w
an
, an

d
 sp

o
k
e o

f L
o
rd
 R
o
w
an
's

w
ife an

d
 h
er ch

ild
 (w

h
o
 w
as n

o
t th

e visio
n
ary's ch

ild
, b
u
t th

e visio
n
ary an

d
 th

eir

w
ife h

ad
 b
een

 raisin
g th

e ch
ild
 to
geth

er). H
e said

 th
at th

e ch
ild
, w

h
ich

 h
ad
 b
een

an
 exp

erim
en
t, w

as k
illin

g everyo
n
e, an

d
 th

at th
e visio

n
ary h

ad
 to
 sto

p
 it.

L
o
rd
 R
o
w
an
's w

ife w
as also

 p
resen

t, an
d
 w
as b

eggin
g th

e visio
n
ary to

 n
o
t k
ill th

e

ch
ild
, b
u
t in

stead
 give it to

 th
e h

erald
 th

at w
as its fath

er an
d
 sen

d
 it aw

ay to
 th

e 

h
erald

's realm
 so

 th
at it w

o
u
ld
 still b

e alive.

T
h
ere w

as a p
lain

, u
n
crafted

 sw
o
rd
 in

 th
e ro

o
m
 w
ith

 th
em

, an
d
 th

e visio
n
ary 

p
ick

ed
 it u

p
. T

h
ey felt resp

o
n
sib

le fo
r th

e d
eath

s o
f th

e p
eo
p
le w

h
o
 th

e ch
ild
 

h
ad
 k
illed

, sin
ce th

ey h
ad
 raised

 it. T
h
e w

ife b
egged

 th
em

 n
o
t to

 go
 an

d
 k
ill th

e 

ch
ild
, an

d
 said

 th
ey w

o
u
ld
 h
ave to

 k
ill h

er if th
ey w

an
ted

 to
 k
ill it, b

u
t th

e 

visio
n
ary w

as firm
 in

 th
eir d

ecisio
n
 an

d
 w
en
t to

 k
ill th

e ch
ild
. T

h
e visio

n
 en

d
ed
 

w
h
en
 th

ey m
ad
e th

is d
ecisio

n
.

R
o
salen

e's so
u
l w

as exam
in
ed
 fo
r an

y sp
iritu

al effects o
n
 it b

efo
re an

d
 after h

er 

visio
n
, an

d
 h
ad
 n
o
 effects o

n
 it b

efo
re o

r after.

M
arro

k
 (th

e gu
id
e) also

 h
ad
 h
is so

u
l exam

in
ed
 fo
r sp

iritu
al effects b

efo
re an

d
 

after th
e visio

n
. B

efo
re an

d
 after th

e visio
n
 h
e h

ad
 a d

ed
icatio

n
 to
 V
igilan

ce.

A
fter th

e visio
n
 h
is so

u
l w

as also
 in

ju
red

 in
 su

ch
 a w

ay th
at it w

as q
u
iverin

g 

u
n
d
er h

is sk
in
 an

d
 flin

ch
in
g b

ack
, w

ith
 th

e effect th
at h

e felt itch
y an

d
 as if h

e 

co
u
ld
 n
o
t get clean

, an
d
 w
o
u
ld
 h
ave d

raw
n
 b
lo
o
d
 b
y scratch

in
g at h

is sk
in
 if h

e 

h
ad
 n
o
t b
een

 restrain
ed
. A

n
 E
xo
rcism

 o
f stren

gth
 7
 m
ad
e h

is so
u
l resettle in

 its 

p
lace, alth

o
u
gh
 an

 A
n
o
in
tin

g o
f stren

gth
 7
 w
o
u
ld
 h
ave h

elp
ed
 to
 so

o
th
e th

is 

so
u
l su

fficien
tly th

at th
e in

ju
ry w

o
u
ld
 h
ave h

ealed
.



A
gn
eth

a d
e R

o
n
d
ell (D

aw
n
)

A
cco

m
p
an
ied

 b
y A

sh
er o

f F
elix's W

atch
 (H

igh
gu
ard

)

A
gn
eth

a w
as selected

 as a visio
n
ary b

y th
e C

o
u
n
cil o

f G
atek

eep
ers.

T
h
e visio

n
ary gave h

er p
erm

issio
n
 fo
r th

ese n
o
tes to

 b
e m

ad
e p

u
b
lic. T

h
e 

testim
o
n
y w

as p
resen

ted
 b
y th

e visio
n
ary an

d
 th

en
 b
y th

e gu
id
e, w

ith
 d
iscu

ssio
n
 

b
etw

een
 th

e tw
o
.

T
h
e visio

n
ary cam

e to
 h
o
ld
in
g a sp

ear in
 th

eir righ
t h

an
d
 an

d
 a b

o
x in

 th
eir left 

h
an
d
. T

h
ey w

ere in
 co

n
versatio

n
 w
ith

 tw
o
 o
th
er p

eo
p
le, a sh

o
rt w

o
m
an
 an

d
 a 

tall m
an
, in

 a sm
all alco

ve o
ff a larger ro

o
m
. T

h
e o

th
er tw

o
 w
ere w

earin
g h

o
o
d
s 

an
d
 w
h
ite ro

b
es.

T
h
e th

ree o
f th

em
 d
iscu

ssed
 a p

lan
 to
 k
ill a h

erald
 th

ey w
o
u
ld
 b
e m

eetin
g so

o
n
 -

th
e p

lan
 w
as to

 h
id
e th

e sp
ear th

e visio
n
ary h

ad
, d
istract th

e h
erald

, th
en
 k
ill 

th
e h

erald
 w
h
ile it w

as d
istracted

, cu
t its h

eart o
u
t an

d
 p
u
t it in

to
 th

e b
o
x th

e 

visio
n
ary h

ad
.

T
h
e visio

n
ary's p

ast life's n
am

e w
as m

en
tio

n
ed
 b
u
t all th

at th
e visio

n
ary an

d
 

gu
id
e rem

em
b
er is th

at it started
 w
ith

 a B
, h
ad
 th

ree syllab
les, an

d
 in

clu
d
ed
 a 

"b
ah
" o
r "gu

h
" so

u
n
d
 in

 it.

O
n
ce th

e th
ree o

f th
em

 h
ad
 go

n
e o

ver th
e p

lan
, th

ey p
laced

 th
eir h

an
d
s 

to
geth

er an
d
 said

 "O
m
n
iscien

ce is o
u
r b

irth
righ

t", an
d
 th

en
 m
o
ved

 in
to
 th

e 

larger ro
o
m
.

T
h
e larger ro

o
m
 w
as h

u
n
g in

 w
h
ite d

rap
es, an

d
 b
eh
in
d
 a d

rap
e in

 an
 alco

ve 

th
ere w

ere cu
sh
io
n
s o

n
 th

e flo
o
r. T

h
ere w

as also
 a fir tree co

vered
 in

 sn
o
w
, 

b
eh
in
d
 w
h
ich

 th
e visio

n
ary h

id
 th

e sp
ear. 

A
 h
erald

 en
tered

, w
earin

g b
lack

, w
ith

 a b
lack

 b
eak

ed
 face w

h
o
se p

ro
file w

as lik
e 

th
at o

f a p
u
ffin

 o
r a fin

ch
. T

h
e h

erald
 seem

ed
 to
 k
n
o
w
 th

e co
n
sp
irato

rs, an
d
 

greeted
 th

em
 as if fam

iliar w
ith

 th
em

. T
h
e o

th
er tw

o
 talk

ed
 to
 th

e h
erald

, 

d
istractin

g it w
ith

 a m
en
tio

n
 o
f "th

e secret o
f th

e B
o
yar" in

 o
rd
er fo

r it to
 get its 

b
ack

 to
 th

e visio
n
ary. W

h
en
 its b

ack
 w
as tu

rn
ed
, th

e visio
n
ary stru

ck
 a sin

gle 

b
lo
w
 w
ith

 th
e sp

ear th
ro
u
gh
 its sp

in
e - eith

er th
ey w

ere sk
illed

 w
ith

 a sp
ear o

r 

th
e sp

ear w
as a very go

o
d
 o
n
e, as a sin

gle b
lo
w
 w
as en

o
u
gh
 to
 fell th

e h
erald

.

O
n
ce th

e h
erald

 fell, th
e co

n
sp
irato

rs to
o
k
 th

e b
o
d
y o

ff th
e sp

ear an
d
 p
u
t it o

n
 

a tab
le, w

ith
 very p

racticed
 m
o
vem

en
ts. T

h
e sh

o
rter w

o
m
an
 to
o
k
 th

e h
erald

's 

h
eart o

u
t, an

d
 th

e visio
n
ary h

eld
 o
u
t th

e b
o
x fo

r th
e w

o
m
an
 to
 p
u
t th

e h
eart 

in
sid

e. T
h
e visio

n
ary ask

ed
 w
h
at th

eir n
ext step

 w
as, an

d
 th

e visio
n
 en

d
ed
.

E
ith

er w
h
ile th

e attack
 w
as b

ein
g d

iscu
ssed

, o
r d

irectly after th
e h

erald
 h
ad
 b
een

k
illed

, o
n
e o

f th
e co

n
sp
irato

rs m
en
tio

n
ed
 th

at th
e h

eart w
as n

eed
ed
 in

 o
rd
er to

 

"fin
d
 th

e so
u
l o
f A

b
raxu

s in
 th

e L
ab
yrin

th
".

A
gn
eth

a's so
u
l w

as exam
in
ed
 fo
r an

y sp
iritu

al effects o
n
 it b

efo
re an

d
 after h

er 

visio
n
. B

efo
re th

e visio
n
, h
er so

u
l h
ad
 a d

ed
icatio

n
 to

 W
isd

o
m
.

A
fter th

e visio
n
, as w

ell as th
e d

ed
icatio

n
, th

ere w
as w

h
at ap

p
eared

 to
 b
e a 

sh
ad
o
w
 o
ver h

er so
u
l. U

n
lik
e p

revio
u
s issu

es w
ith

 visio
n
aries' an

d
 gu

id
es' so

u
ls, 

th
e sh

ad
o
w
 h
ere ap

p
eared

 to
 b
e to

o
 n
eb
u
lo
u
s to

 b
e targeted

 b
y E

xo
rcism

. T
h
e 

effect o
f th

is sh
ad
o
w
 w
as to

 m
ak
e A

gn
eth

a feel as th
o
u
gh
 sh

e w
as still in

 th
e 

L
ab
yrin

th
 an

d
 h
er su

rro
u
n
d
in
gs w

ere n
o
t tru

ly real, an
d
 it also

 ap
p
eared

 to
 

ren
d
er h

er u
n
ab
le to

 sen
se o

r u
se liao

 fo
r cerem

o
n
ial p

u
rp
o
ses.

A
s a p

recau
tio

n
, A

sh
er's so

u
l w

as also
 exam

in
ed
 fo
r an

y sp
iritu

al effects o
n
 it 

b
efo

re an
d
 after h

e gu
id
ed
 A
gn
eth

a o
n
 h
er visio

n
. B

efo
re th

e visio
n
, h
is so

u
l 

h
ad
 a d

ed
icatio

n
 to
 C
o
u
rage.

A
fter th

e visio
n
, as w

ell as th
e d

ed
icatio

n
, A

sh
er's so

u
l ap

p
eared

 to
 b
e p

u
llin

g 

aw
ay fro

m
 h
is b

o
d
y, b

ack
 to
w
ard

s th
e L

ab
yrin

th
. A

s w
ith

 A
gn
eth

a's so
u
l, th

is 

p
ro
b
lem

 d
id
 n
o
t seem

 to
 b
e am

en
ab
le to

 E
xo
rcism

, as th
e p

ro
b
lem

 w
as n

o
t o
n
e 

o
f an

 in
ju
ry to

 th
e so

u
l b
u
t o
f u

n
w
an
ted

 o
r u

n
exp

ected
 b
eh
avio

u
r b

y th
e so

u
l, 

th
at if left u

n
treated

 w
o
u
ld
 m
o
st lik

ely get w
o
rse.

T
reatm

en
ts fo

r in
ju
ries to

 th
e so

u
l so

 far h
ave b

een
 eith

er E
xo
rcism

 (to
 rem

o
ve 

issu
es) o

r A
n
o
in
tin

g (to
 allo

w
 th

e so
u
l, stren

gth
en
ed
 b
y a p

articu
lar V

irtu
e, to

 

o
verco

m
e th

e in
ju
ry itself). H

o
w
ever, given

 m
y u

n
d
erstan

d
in
g o

f th
e issu

es w
ith

 



A
gn
eth

a's an
d
 A
sh
er's so

u
ls fro

m
 lo
o
k
in
g at th

em
 w
ith

 th
e rite o

f In
sigh

t, it d
id
 

n
o
t ap

p
ear th

at eith
er o

f th
em

 w
o
u
ld
 b
e am

en
ab
le to

 fixin
g w

ith
 eith

er o
f th

ese 

rites.

T
h
e rite o

f E
xco

m
m
u
n
icatio

n
, h
o
w
ever, h

as th
e fo

llo
w
in
g effects w

h
en
 it is u

sed

o
n
 so

m
eo
n
e:

* It p
reven

ts th
em

 fro
m
 p
erfo

rm
in
g an

y liao
 cerem

o
n
ies.

* L
ik
e m

an
y liao

 cerem
o
n
ies, it can

 b
e p

erfo
rm

ed
 w
ith

 m
o
re p

riests to
 in

crease 

th
e stren

gth
.

* It is visib
le to

 th
e rite o

f In
sigh

t as p
resen

t o
n
 so

m
eo
n
e's so

u
l, m

u
ch
 lik

e 

D
ed
icatio

n
 o
r A

n
o
in
tin

g o
r T

estim
o
n
y w

o
u
ld
 b
e.

* L
ik
e o

th
er liao

 cerem
o
n
ies th

at are visib
le to

 th
e rite o

f In
sigh

t, it can
 b
e 

rem
o
ved

 fro
m
 so

m
eo
n
e's so

u
l b
y an

 E
xo
rcism

 o
f eq

u
al stren

gth
. (T

h
is w

as d
o
n
e 

to
 X
avier o

f C
elestial C

ascad
e several tim

es b
efo

re h
is d

eath
 - h

e w
as u

n
d
er a 

W
rit o

f E
xco

m
m
u
n
icatio

n
, an

d
 so

 w
h
ile p

erfo
rm

in
g th

e rite o
f 

E
xco

m
m
u
n
icatio

n
 o
n
 h
im
 w
as n

o
t illegal, n

eith
er w

as exo
rcisin

g said
 rite's 

effects so
 th

at X
avier co

u
ld
 p
erfo

rm
 h
is o

w
n
 d
u
ties as an

 exo
rcist o

n
 th

e 

b
attlefield

, as w
as th

e case w
h
en
 h
e d

ied
.)

W
ith

 th
ese effects in

 m
in
d
, I th

eo
rised

 th
at fo

r A
sh
er, a stro

n
g 

E
xco

m
m
u
n
icatio

n
 (o
f th

e stren
gth

 o
f 7
 p
riests, as h

as b
een

 co
m
m
o
n
 fo
r recen

t 

in
ju
ries to

 th
e so

u
l as a resu

lt o
f visio

n
s) w

o
u
ld
 b
e en

o
u
gh
 to
 o
verrid

e w
h
atever 

fo
rce w

as p
u
llin

g A
sh
er's so

u
l aw

ay fro
m
 h
is b

o
d
y an

d
 rem

o
ve its h

o
ld
 o
n
 h
im
. 

A
n
 E
xo
rcism

 o
f th

e sam
e stren

gth
 w
o
u
ld
 th

en
 b
e ab

le to
 rem

o
ve th

e 

E
xco

m
m
u
n
icatio

n
 an

d
 leave h

is so
u
l as it w

as b
efo

re (alth
o
u
gh
 w
ith

o
u
t h

is 

D
ed
icatio

n
).

A
n
 E
xco

m
m
u
n
icatio

n
 o
n
 A
sh
er's so

u
l ap

p
eared

 to
 sto

p
 th

e effects o
f h

is in
ju
ry, 

an
d
 th

e fo
llo
w
in
g E

xo
rcism

 d
id
 in

d
eed

 clear b
o
th
 th

e E
xco

m
m
u
n
icatio

n
 an

d
 

th
e in

ju
ry aw

ay.

T
h
e sam

e step
s also

 d
ealt w

ith
 th

e sh
ad
o
w
 o
ver A

gn
eth

a's so
u
l. T

h
e 

E
xco

m
m
u
n
icatio

n
 m
ad
e th

e sh
ad
o
w
 m
o
re so

lid
, an

d
 th

e fo
llo
w
in
g E

xo
rcism

 

rem
o
ved

 th
e sh

ad
o
w
 alo

n
g w

ith
 th

e E
xco

m
m
u
n
icatio

n
.

B
o
th
 w
ere th

en
 red

ed
icated

 to
 th

eir o
rigin

al virtu
es; A

sh
er b

y th
e G

atek
eep

er o
f

C
o
u
rage (C

yru
s C

ascad
e), an

d
 A
gn
eth

a b
y a gro

u
p
 o
f seven

 W
isd

o
m
 p
riests led

 

b
y E

d
 W

atch
er.

F
u
rth

er research
 in

to
 th

e even
ts o

f A
gn
eth

a's visio
n
 h
as given

 m
o
re in

fo
rm

atio
n

ab
o
u
t th

e b
o
x th

at th
e h

erald
's h

eart w
as p

laced
 in

. It can
 o
n
ly b

e o
p
en
ed
 b
y 

B
lago

vesta R
ad
u
n
o
va, alm

o
st certain

ly th
e n

am
e o

f th
e p

ast life th
e visio

n
ary 

exp
erien

ced
 (an

d
 th

e V
aru

sh
k
an
 egrego

re h
as co

n
firm

ed
 th

at th
is w

as a 

V
aru

sh
k
an
). T

h
e effect is  lik

ely to
 b
e an

 iliu
m
-en

h
an
ced

 castin
g o

f th
e N

igh
t 

ritu
al S

ecrets F
o
r T

h
e S

h
ad
o
w
 C
o
u
rier; th

e b
o
x d

o
es b

ear an
 en

ch
an
tm

en
t, b

u
t 

can
n
o
t b

e b
o
n
d
ed
 to
. T

h
is is in

 itself in
terestin

g in
fo
rm

atio
n
, as it in

d
icates th

at

a p
erso

n
's in

carn
atio

n
s seem

 to
 b
e treated

 sep
arately b

y th
is N

igh
t ritu

al.

T
h
e b

o
x as recen

tly lo
cated

 co
n
tain

s a d
essicated

 h
eart, seem

in
gly stu

ck
 to
 th

e 

in
sid

e o
f th

e b
o
x w

ith
 d
ried

 b
lo
o
d
. L
ik
e th

e b
o
x, th

e h
eart is m

agical, b
u
t it can

 

b
e b

o
n
d
ed
 to
. T

h
e effect o

f h
o
ld
in
g th

e h
eart, o

r o
f b
ein

g b
o
n
d
ed
 to
 it (even

 

w
h
en
 n
o
t h

o
ld
in
g it), is an

 im
p
u
lse to

 p
assio

n
ately sp

eak
 o
n
e's m

in
d
.

F
u
rth

er in
vestigatio

n
 in

to
 th

e b
o
x an

d
 its co

n
ten

ts are still o
n
go
in
g; if yo

u
 are 

in
terested

 in
 th

is, p
lease talk

 to
 A
gn
eth

a.



S
u
m
m
er S

o
lstice, 3

7
8
 Y
E

In
tro

d
u
ctio

n

F
o
u
r visio

n
aries exp

erien
ced

 visio
n
s in

d
u
ced

 b
y P

u
re L

iao
 at th

e S
o
lstice. O

f 

th
ese, tw

o
 w
ere selected

 b
y th

e C
o
u
n
cil o

f G
atek

eep
ers, o

n
e w

as selected
 b
y th

e 

w
in
n
er o

f th
e V

irtu
o
u
s A

u
ctio

n
 at th

e W
in
ter S

o
lstice 37

7
 Y
E
 an

d
 o
n
e w

as 

selected
 b
y th

e w
in
n
er o

f th
e V

irtu
o
u
s A

u
ctio

n
 at th

e S
p
rin

g E
q
u
in
o
x 37

8
 Y
E
.

F
o
llo
w
in
g th

eir visio
n
s, th

e visio
n
aries an

d
 th

eir acco
m
p
an
yin

g gu
id
es w

ere 

q
u
estio

n
ed
 b
y th

e au
th
o
rs. T

h
eir sto

ries are reco
rd
ed
 in

 th
e fo

llo
w
in
g p

ages, in
 

th
e o

rd
er th

at th
e visio

n
s w

ere received
.

* A
n
w
ar i C

o
vas i E

rigo
 (B

rass C
o
ast), acco

m
p
an
ied

 b
y R

am
iro

 i S
o
ttero

 i 

R
iq
u
eza (B

rass C
o
ast)

* P
ete K

eep
er o

f K
in
g's S

to
k
e (M

arch
es), acco

m
p
an
ied

 b
y H

arald
 Jo

h
n
so
n
 o
f 

K
in
g's S

to
k
e (M

arch
es)

* R
icard

o
 A
lm
ied

a D
esm

o
n
d
o
 d
i T
assato

 (L
eagu

e), acco
m
p
an
ied

 b
y Y

n
ez d

i 

C
arico

m
are (L

eagu
e)

* G
rigo

ry M
an
d
el o

f th
e S

h
attered

 T
o
w
er (H

igh
gu
ard

), acco
m
p
an
ied

 b
y S

ab
o
ath

o
f th

e S
h
attered

 T
o
w
er (H

igh
gu
ard

)

A
n
w
ar i C

o
vas i E

rigo
 (B

rass C
o
ast)

A
cco

m
p
an
ied

 b
y R

am
iro

 i S
o
ttero

 i R
iq
u
eza (B

rass C
o
ast)

A
n
w
ar w

as selected
 as a visio

n
ary b

y th
e C

o
u
n
cil o

f G
atek

eep
ers.

T
h
e acco

u
n
t w

as p
resen

ted
 sep

arately b
y th

e visio
n
ary an

d
 h
is gu

id
e.

W
h
en
 th

e visio
n
ary cam

e to
, th

ey w
ere in

 a W
in
term

ark
 h
all. T

h
ere w

as a tab
le 

w
ith

 n
in
e p

eo
p
le seated

 at it. T
h
e p

erso
n
 at th

e h
ead

 o
f th

e tab
le w

as ad
d
ressed

 

as a k
in
g b

y th
e o

th
ers, w

h
o
 ap

p
eared

 to
 b
e h

is ad
viso

rs. T
h
ere w

ere an
o
th
er 

th
ree p

eo
p
le n

o
t at th

e tab
le, w

h
o
 ap

p
eared

 to
 b
e b

o
d
ygu

ard
s an

d
 d
id
 n
o
t 

sp
eak

.

B
eh
in
d
 th

e k
in
g w

as a b
an
n
er. A

t th
e to

p
 w
ere th

ree crystallin
e tears; b

elo
w
 

th
em

 w
ere th

ree figu
res; b

elo
w
 th

e figu
res w

ere th
ree in

terlo
ck
ed
 rin

gs.

F
ro
m
 co

n
versatio

n
 w
ith

 th
e k

in
g an

d
 h
is ad

viso
rs, it em

erged
 th

at th
e visio

n
ary 

w
as a H

igh
b
o
rn
 d
ip
lo
m
at sen

t fro
m
 th

e fled
glin

g E
m
p
ire. T

h
e k

in
g an

d
 h
is 

ad
viso

rs ask
ed
 th

e visio
n
ary to

 exp
lain

 w
h
y th

ey sh
o
u
ld
 jo
in
 th

e E
m
p
ire, an

d
 

ask
ed
 if th

eir cu
ltu

re an
d
 th

eir religio
n
 w
o
u
ld
 b
e tak

en
 fro

m
 th

em
 if th

ey w
ere 

to
 jo
in
.

T
h
ey sp

o
k
e o

f th
eir religio

u
s b

eliefs: w
h
en
 th

ey d
ied

, th
eir so

u
ls w

o
u
ld
 b
e 

carried
 aw

ay b
y b

ird
s, w

ith
 b
etter so

u
ls b

ein
g carried

 b
y b

etter, stro
n
ger b

ird
s 

th
at w

o
u
ld
 retu

rn
 th

em
 m
o
re q

u
ick

ly. T
h
ey also

 ven
erated

 th
ree figu

res: th
e 

H
u
n
ter, th

e W
arrio

r an
d
 th

e M
ystic. (T

h
e k

in
g m

en
tio

n
ed
 at th

is p
o
in
t th

at 

th
ey d

id
 n
o
t w

o
rsh

ip
 th

em
 as go

d
s: "w

e h
aven

't w
o
rsh

ip
p
ed
 an

y go
d
s in

 

W
in
term

ark
 fo
r a lo

n
g tim

e".) T
h
ese figu

res w
ere th

o
se rep

resen
ted

 o
n
 th

e 

b
an
n
er b

eh
in
d
 th

e k
in
g, an

d
 each

 h
ad
 a trad

itio
n
 asso

ciated
 w
ith

 th
em

; th
e 

k
in
g fo

llo
w
ed
 th

e M
ystic trad

itio
n
.

T
h
e visio

n
ary ask

ed
 w
h
o
 th

e figu
res w

ere, an
d
 th

e k
in
g exp

lain
ed
 th

at th
ey w

ere

n
o
t go

d
s, b

u
t h

ero
es fro

m
 th

e p
ast. T

h
e visio

n
ary su

ggested
 th

at th
ey co

u
ld
 b
e 

P
arago

n
s o

r E
xem

p
lars an

d
 in

 d
iscu

ssio
n
 talk

ed
 o
f th

e virtu
es th

at th
ey m

igh
t 

d
em

o
n
strate asp

ects o
f (th

e H
u
n
ter w

as w
ise, vigilan

t an
d
 co

u
rageo

u
s; th

e 



w
arrio

r w
as co

u
rageo

u
s an

d
 lo
yal; th

e M
ystic w

as w
ise an

d
 am

b
itio

u
s), b

u
t d

id
 

n
o
t su

ggest p
articu

lar k
n
o
w
n
 P
arago

n
s o

r E
xem

p
lars th

ey m
igh

t b
e.

T
h
e k

in
g an

d
 h
is ad

viso
rs also

 m
en
tio

n
ed
 a fo

u
rth

 figu
re in

 h
u
sh
ed
 to
n
es, o

n
e 

th
at th

ey d
id
 n
o
t give a n

am
e to

, b
u
t to

 w
h
o
m
 th

ey to
o
k
 p
eo
p
le w

h
en
 so

m
eo
n
e 

h
ad
 d
o
n
e so

m
eth

in
g so

 b
ad
 th

at th
ey sh

o
u
ld
 n
o
t b
e reb

o
rn
. In

 th
at case, a cu

rse

w
o
u
ld
 b
e p

u
t o
n
 th

em
 an

d
 th

e b
ird

s w
o
u
ld
 n
o
t tak

e th
em

.

T
h
e visio

n
ary m

en
tio

n
ed
 exco

m
m
u
n
icatio

n
 to
 th

em
, exp

lain
in
g it as a "severin

g

o
f th

e so
u
l". T

h
e k

in
g an

d
 ad

viso
rs said

 th
at w

h
at th

ey d
id
 w
as a cu

rse th
at 

co
u
ld
 b
e u

n
d
o
n
e, an

d
 th

e visio
n
ary clarified

 th
eir exp

lan
atio

n
 to
 agree w

ith
 th

at

(as exco
m
m
u
n
icatio

n
 can

 also
 b
e u

n
d
o
n
e b

y exo
rcism

).

A
fter th

is d
iscu

ssio
n
 o
f religio

n
, th

e visio
n
ary to

ld
 th

em
 th

at it seem
ed
 th

at 

W
in
term

ark
 w
ere alread

y fo
llo
w
in
g th

e W
ay in

 th
eir trad

itio
n
s, ju

st n
o
t 

u
n
d
erstan

d
in
g it in

 th
e sam

e w
ay th

e E
m
p
ire d

id
, an

d
 th

at W
in
term

ark
 co

u
ld
 

h
elp

 th
e E

m
p
ire learn

 m
o
re ab

o
u
t th

e W
ay.

T
h
e k

in
g ask

ed
 ab

o
u
t th

e o
th
er n

atio
n
s o

f th
e E

m
p
ire, an

d
 th

e visio
n
ary 

m
en
tio

n
ed
 th

e M
arch

es, th
e B

rass C
o
ast an

d
 N
avarr am

o
n
g o

th
ers. T

h
e k

in
g 

k
n
ew

 o
f th

e m
arch

es an
d
 W

in
term

ark
 h
ad
 go

o
d
 relatio

n
s w

ith
 th

em
; h
e also

 

k
n
ew

 an
d
 resp

ected
 N
avarr. T

h
ere w

as a d
iscu

ssio
n
 o
f recen

t even
ts at th

e B
ay 

o
f C

atazar, an
d
 th

e visio
n
ary m

en
tio

n
ed
 th

at U
rizen

 h
ad
 jo
in
ed
 th

e E
m
p
ire 

(w
h
ich

 is u
n
lik
ely, as fro

m
 h
isto

rical reco
rd
s th

ey w
ere th

e last n
atio

n
 to
 jo
in
 th

e

E
m
p
ire an

d
 d
id
 so

 d
u
rin

g th
e reign

 o
f E

m
p
ero

r G
io
van

n
i), b

u
t th

e k
in
g w

as n
o
t

fam
iliar w

ith
 th

at n
atio

n
.

D
iscu

ssio
n
 tu

rn
ed
 to
 w
h
at w

o
u
ld
 h
ap
p
en
 to
 W

in
term

ark
 if th

ey jo
in
ed
 th

e 

E
m
p
ire an

d
 w
ere u

n
d
er attack

 b
y b

arb
arian

s - w
o
u
ld
 o
th
er n

atio
n
s d

efen
d
 th

em
?

A
t th

at p
o
in
t th

ey w
ere u

n
d
er attack

 b
y th

e Jo
tu
n
. T

h
e visio

n
ary said

 th
at as 

p
art o

f th
e E

m
p
ire, o

th
er n

atio
n
s w

o
u
ld
 h
elp

 d
efen

d
 th

em
 again

st b
arb

arian
s, as

th
ey w

o
u
ld
 h
elp

 o
th
ers - m

en
tio

n
ed
 th

at "w
e are lo

yal to
 o
u
r o

w
n
".

T
h
e k

in
g an

d
 ad

viso
rs ask

ed
 w
h
o
 w
o
u
ld
 lead

 th
eir arm

ies, an
d
 th

e visio
n
ary 

exp
lain

ed
 th

at th
ey w

o
u
ld
 ch

o
o
se th

eir o
w
n
 gen

erals. W
h
en
 th

ey ask
ed
 h
o
w
 

gen
erals co

u
ld
 b
e rem

o
ved

, th
e visio

n
ary also

 m
en
tio

n
ed
 th

e syn
o
d
 an

d
 

exp
lain

ed
 th

at th
eir m

ystics w
o
u
ld
 h
ave th

e ch
o
ice.

T
h
ere w

ere co
n
cern

s ab
o
u
t cu

ltu
ral d

ilu
tio

n
, an

d
 th

e visio
n
ary exp

lain
ed
 

egrego
res to

 th
em

; th
is in

clu
d
ed
 a m

en
tio

n
 o
f th

e B
rass C

o
ast egrego

re b
ein

g 

th
ree p

eo
p
le, an

d
 a su

ggestio
n
 th

at th
e W

in
term

ark
 egrego

res co
u
ld
 also

 

rep
resen

t th
eir o

w
n
 th

ree trad
itio

n
al figu

res in
 a sim

ilar w
ay.

In
 co

n
versatio

n
 th

e k
in
g said

 th
at h

e tru
sted

 th
e cu

rren
t E

m
p
ress im

p
licitly, b

u
t 

th
at h

is co
n
cern

 w
as w

ith
 w
h
o
 cam

e n
ext. T

h
e visio

n
ary exp

lain
ed
 sen

ato
rs, an

d

said
 th

at W
in
term

ark
 w
o
u
ld
 h
ave th

eir o
w
n
 sen

ato
rs, an

d
 th

at th
e k

in
g co

u
ld
 

even
 b
e o

n
e o

f th
em

 an
d
 still b

e th
e k

in
g o

f W
in
term

ark
. T

h
e k

in
g said

 th
at if 

th
ey jo

in
ed
 th

e E
m
p
ire h

e w
o
u
ld
 b
e th

e last k
in
g; h

is ad
viso

rs said
 th

at th
is w

as 

fo
lly, b

u
t h

e said
 th

at it m
igh

t b
e a fittin

g legacy.

A
t last, th

e k
in
g ask

ed
 h
is ad

viso
rs in

 tu
rn
 h
o
w
 th

ey felt ab
o
u
t jo

in
in
g th

e 

E
m
p
ire. T

h
ree o

f th
em

 o
n
 h
is righ

t vo
ted

 yes. O
n
e o

n
 h
is left, w

h
o
 h
ad
 b
een

 

stro
n
gly o

p
p
o
sed

 o
n
 religio

u
s gro

u
p
s, rem

ain
ed
 o
p
p
o
sed

 u
n
til th

e en
d
. T

h
e 

fo
u
rth

 o
n
 h
is righ

t w
an
ted

 to
 learn

 m
o
re ab

o
u
t egrego

res b
efo

re givin
g an

 

o
p
in
io
n
, an

d
 th

e visio
n
ary o

ffered
 to
 let h

im
 co

m
e b

ack
 to
 m
eet th

e egrego
res 

an
d
 learn

 m
o
re ab

o
u
t th

eir m
agic. A

t th
is p

o
in
t, th

e visio
n
 fad

ed
.

T
h
e k

in
g o

f W
in
term

ark
 in

 th
is visio

n
 w
as m

o
st lik

ely K
in
g A

lo
f B

earn
in
g, o

n
e 

o
f th

e earliest an
d
 m
o
st en

th
u
siastic su

p
p
o
rters o

f th
e F

irst E
m
p
ress's visio

n
 o
f 

th
e E

m
p
ire.

A
n
w
ar h

ad
 h
is so

u
l exam

in
ed
 w
ith

 th
e rite o

f In
sigh

t b
efo

re an
d
 after th

e 

visio
n
. B

efo
re th

e visio
n
, h
is so

u
l h
eld

 a d
ed
icatio

n
 to
 W

isd
o
m
 an

d
 a testim

o
n
y 

o
f "V

irtu
o
u
s S

avio
u
r", b

o
th
 w
ith

 th
e stren

gth
 o
f a sin

gle p
riest.

A
fter th

e visio
n
, h
is so

u
l h
ad
 a testim

o
n
y o

f "V
irtu

e's D
iscip

le" w
ith

 th
e stren

gth

o
f seven

 p
riests b

eh
in
d
 it, b

u
t n

eith
er h

is p
revio

u
s testim

o
n
y n

o
r h

is p
revio

u
s 

d
ed
icatio

n
 to
 W

isd
o
m
.

P
lacem

en
t o
f testim

o
n
ies o

n
 so

u
ls as a resu

lt o
f visio

n
s is so

m
eth

in
g th

at h
as 

b
een

 seen
 o
n
 several p

revio
u
s o

ccasio
n
s. H

o
w
ever, n

o
n
e o

f th
e p

revio
u
s 

in
stan

ces o
f th

is h
ave rem

o
ved

 p
revio

u
s testim

o
n
ies - b

o
th
 D
am

aris at th
e 
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7
 Y
E
 su

m
m
it h

ad
 existin

g

testim
o
n
ies th

at rem
ain

ed
 visib

le after th
eir visio

n
s, as w

ell as testim
o
n
ies ad

d
ed

as a resu
lt o

f th
e visio

n
. L
ik
ew
ise, n

o
 p
revio

u
s in

stan
ces h

ave rem
o
ved

 a 

visio
n
ary's d

ed
icatio

n
. T

h
e cau

se o
f th

is is u
n
clear, an

d
 fu

rth
er o

b
servatio

n
 w
ill 

b
e n

eed
ed
.

P
ete K

eep
er o

f K
in
g's S

to
k
e (M

arch
es)

A
cco

m
p
an
ied

 b
y H

arald
 Jo
h
n
so
n
 o
f K

in
g's S

to
k
e (M

arch
es)

P
ete w

as selected
 as a visio

n
ary b

y th
e C

o
u
n
cil o

f G
atek

eep
ers.

T
h
e acco

u
n
t w

as p
resen

ted
 b
y th

e visio
n
ary, w

ith
 so

m
e h

elp
 fro

m
 h
is gu

id
e.

W
h
en
 th

e visio
n
ary cam

e to
, th

ey w
ere in

sid
e a w

ick
er m

an
. T

h
ere w

ere tw
o
 

p
eo
p
le o

u
tsid

e th
e w

ick
er m

an
 n
earb

y, p
acin

g aro
u
n
d
 an

d
 sh

o
u
tin

g to
 it.

T
h
ey id

en
tified

 th
e visio

n
ary as T

h
o
m
as O

verto
n
, th

e sen
ato

r fo
r M

o
u
rn
w
o
ld
. 

O
n
e o

f th
em

 w
as E

d
w
ard

 A
rch

er, th
e gen

eral o
f T

h
e D

rak
es, th

e first M
arch

er 

arm
y. T

h
e o

th
er p

erso
n
 w
as a friar, w

h
o
 to
ld
 th

e visio
n
ary it w

as th
eir fau

lt th
e 

M
o
u
rn
 h
ad
 b
een

 lo
st. 

(T
h
e visio

n
ary fo

u
n
d
 o
u
t th

eir id
en
tities b

y ask
in
g th

e gen
eral to

 give a fin
al 

rep
o
rt, w

h
ich

 in
clu

d
ed
 th

e gen
eral's n

am
e, an

d
 b
y ask

in
g th

e friar to
 say o

n
e last

tim
e w

h
o
 it w

as h
ad
 co

n
d
em

n
ed
 th

em
.)

T
h
e gen

eral said
 th

at it w
as h

is b
u
rd
en
 to
 b
ear, an

d
 th

at h
e sh

o
u
ld
 b
e in

 th
e 

w
ick

er m
an
, as it w

as h
is co

m
m
an
d
 th

at led
 to
 th

e lo
ss. T

h
e friar said

 th
at 

O
verto

n
 h
ad
 failed

 b
ecau

se h
e h

ad
 n
o
t o

b
tain

ed
 en

o
u
gh
 su

p
p
o
rt in

 th
e S

en
ate.

T
h
e visio

n
ary to

ld
 th

e gen
eral th

at it w
as th

e visio
n
ary's b

u
rd
en
 to
 b
ear, an

d
 

th
at th

e gen
eral still n

eed
ed
 to
 co

m
m
an
d
 th

e arm
y. T

h
e gen

eral fell to
 h
is k

n
ees 

at th
is p

o
in
t, an

d
 th

e visio
n
ary to

ld
 h
im
 th

at th
ey sh

rived
  h
is sin

s, an
d
 th

at if 

th
e visio

n
ary w

asn
't in

 th
e w

ick
er m

an
 w
illin

gly th
en
 th

ey w
o
u
ld
n
't b

e th
ere at 

all.

T
h
e visio

n
 en

d
ed
, an

d
 w
h
en
 th

e visio
n
ary cam

e to
 h
e felt refresh

ed
 an

d
 

in
vigo

rated
, as if h

e h
ad
 w
o
k
en
 u
p
 o
n
 a go

o
d
 d
ay. H

e also
 felt th

at M
o
u
rn
w
o
ld
 

w
as m

o
re im

p
o
rtan

t to
 h
im
 th

an
 b
efo

re.

T
h
e gu

id
e clim

b
ed
 o
u
t o
f a sm

all h
o
le in

 th
e sid

e o
f th

e w
ick

er m
an
, an

d
 w
h
ile 

th
e visio

n
ary w

as talk
in
g th

e gu
id
e lo

o
k
ed
 aro

u
n
d
 th

e area o
u
tsid

e. T
h
ere w

ere 

sh
attered

 ro
ck
s in

 fro
n
t o

f th
e w

ick
er m

an
, p
o
ssib

ly fro
m
 an

 arch
w
ay. T

h
ree ears

o
f co

rn
 w
ere p

lan
ted

 in
 th

e gro
u
n
d
, w

ith
 o
n
e lyin

g o
n
 th

e gro
u
n
d
 n
earb

y, an
d
 

th
ere w

a sa p
lain

 tab
le b

eh
in
d
 th

e gen
eral an

d
 friar w

ith
 an

 o
vertu

rn
ed
 b
ask

et o
f

ap
p
les n

ext to
 it.

P
ete h

ad
 h
is so

u
l exam

in
ed
 b
y th

e rite o
f In

sigh
t b
efo

re an
d
 after th

e visio
n
. 

B
o
th
 b
efo

re an
d
 after, h

is so
u
l w

as d
ed
icated

 to
 P
ro
sp
erity, b

u
t afterw

ard
s it also

h
ad
 a stro

n
g visib

le in
d
icatio

n
 o
f recen

t co
n
tact w

ith
 th

e L
ab
yrin

th
. (T

h
is is n

o
t 

u
su
ally ap

p
aren

t o
n
 visio

n
aries after th

eir visio
n
s.)

H
arald

 also
 h
ad
 h
is so

u
l exam

in
ed
 b
efo

re an
d
 after th

e visio
n
. B

efo
re th

e visio
n
 

h
e h

ad
 n
o
 m
ark

s o
n
 h
is so

u
l (h

e w
as a p

riest o
f th

e W
ay rath

er th
an
 o
f a sp

ecific

virtu
e).

A
fter th

e visio
n
 h
is so

u
l h
ad
 a d

ed
icatio

n
 to
 L
o
yalty w

ith
 th

e stren
gth

 o
f seven

 

p
riests b

eh
in
d
 it, an

d
 tw

o
 in

term
in
gled

 in
ju
ries clo

u
d
in
g h

is so
u
l. O

n
e cau

sed
 

h
im
 to
 b
e p

aran
o
id
 th

at o
th
ers w

ere go
in
g to

 steal th
in
gs fro

m
 h
im
 su

ch
 as h

is 

w
eap

o
n
s, an

d
 th

e o
th
er cau

sed
 h
im
 to
 b
e u

n
certain

 ab
o
u
t h

is o
w
n
 k
n
o
w
led

ge 

an
d
 co

n
clu

sio
n
s b

u
t aggressive w

h
en
 o
th
ers d

id
 n
o
t su

p
p
ly h

im
 w
ith

 an
sw
ers.

T
h
e in

ju
ries to

 h
is so

u
l w

ere rem
o
ved

 b
y exo

rcism
s (tw

o
 o
f th

em
, each

 w
ith

 

seven
 p
riests p

articip
atin

g). A
t H

arald
's req

u
est, th

e d
ed
icatio

n
 to
 L
o
yalty w

as 

also
 exo

rcised
.

T
h
is is th

e first case w
e h

ave o
b
served

 in
 o
u
r in

terview
s o

f a gu
id
e, rath

er th
an
 a

visio
n
ary, acq

u
irin

g a sp
o
n
tan

eo
u
s d

ed
icatio

n
. H

arald
 m
en
tio

n
ed
 p
arts o

f th
e 

cerem
o
n
y b

efo
re th

e visio
n
 th

at m
igh

t exp
lain

 th
e d

ed
icatio

n
's so

u
rce.

W
h
en
 th

e civil servan
ts p

erfo
rm

in
g th

e cerem
o
n
y ask

ed
 h
im
 w
h
at h

is 

d
ed
icatio

n
 w
as, h

e said
 it w

as to
 th

e W
ay; b

u
t w

h
en
 ask

ed
 w
h
at p

ath
 h
e w

o
u
ld
 



w
alk

 th
ro
u
gh
 th

e L
ab
yrin

th
 h
e said

 L
o
yalty, an

d
 h
e sw

o
re b

y L
o
yalty, th

e 

M
arch

es an
d
 th

e E
m
p
ire w

h
en
 ask

ed
 to
 sw

ear b
y p

ath
 an

d
 n
atio

n
 later.

G
iven

 th
at gu

id
es are o

b
servers in

 th
e visio

n
s th

em
selves an

d
 th

e visio
n
s are n

o
t

related
 to
 th

eir p
ast, it is th

erefo
re lik

ely th
at H

arald
's d

ed
icatio

n
 cam

e ab
o
u
t as 

a resu
lt o

f th
e cerem

o
n
y su

rro
u
n
d
in
g th

e visio
n
 (th

at is, it h
ad
 th

e effect o
f 

D
ed
icatin

g h
im
, as w

ell as p
rep

arin
g h

im
 an

d
 P
ete fo

r th
e visio

n
).

T
h
e stren

gth
 o
f th

e sp
o
n
tan

eo
u
s d

ed
icatio

n
 im

p
lies th

at th
e m

agn
ified

 

d
ed
icatio

n
s an

d
 o
th
er sp

iritu
al effects o

n
 visio

n
aries m

ay b
e seen

 at th
e stren

gth

o
f seven

 p
riests (o

r a m
u
ltip

le/
p
o
w
er o

f seven
, as w

ith
 C
o
ra H

o
ld
fast at th

e 

W
in
ter 37

7
 Y
E
 su

m
m
it) b

ecau
se o

f th
e cerem

o
n
y itself. M

igh
t a d

ifferen
t fo

rm
 

o
f cerem

o
n
y h

ave d
ifferen

t effects?

R
etu

rn
in
g to

 th
e visio

n
 itself, th

e M
arch

er territo
ry o

f M
o
u
rn
w
o
ld
 w
as lo

st to
 

th
e Jo

tu
n
 in

 3
4
9
Y
E
, 2
9
 years ago

. T
h
o
m
as O

verto
n
 is k

n
o
w
n
 to
 h
ave b

een
 th

e 

last sen
ato

r fo
r M

o
u
rn
w
o
ld
, an

 th
e last M

arch
er to

 vo
lu
n
tarily en

ter th
e w

ick
er 

m
an
.

T
h
e M

arch
er trad

itio
n
 o
f th

e w
ick

er m
an
 is th

e co
n
stru

ctio
n
 o
f a large figu

re 

m
ad
e o

f w
o
o
d
 an

d
 w
ick

er, fillin
g it w

ith
 sacrifices an

d
 th

en
 settin

g it aligh
t to

 

b
u
rn
 th

em
. T

h
e sacrifices are u

su
ally th

in
gs raised

 fro
m
 th

e lan
d
 b
y m

o
rtal 

h
an
d
s, su

ch
 as d

o
m
esticated

 an
im
als o

r cro
p
s, b

u
t th

e sacrifice o
f o
n
e's o

w
n
 life 

is also
 p
o
ssib

le; th
is is reserved

 fo
r w

h
en
 o
n
e's failu

re can
n
o
t o
th
erw

ise b
e 

red
eem

ed
, su

ch
 as th

e lo
ss o

f an
 Im

p
erial territo

ry. T
h
e M

arch
er b

elief is th
at a 

p
erso

n
's vo

lu
n
tary sacrifice o

f th
eir o

w
n
 life ab

so
lves n

o
t ju

st th
eir failu

re, b
u
t 

th
e failu

res o
f everyo

n
e w

h
o
 served

 u
n
d
er th

em
.

A
cco

rd
in
g to

 h
is gu

id
e, P

ete K
eep

er's b
irth

 w
as sh

o
rtly after th

e fall o
f 

M
o
u
rn
w
o
ld
, so

 h
is so

u
l can

n
o
t h

ave sp
en
t m

o
re th

an
 a few

 years at m
o
st in

 th
e 

L
ab
yrin

th
 b
efo

re b
ein

g reb
o
rn
. It seem

s fro
m
 th

is th
at th

e trad
itio

n
 o
f th

e 

w
ick

er m
an
, w

h
en
 carried

 o
u
t acco

rd
in
g to

 M
arch

er trad
itio

n
s, m

ay in
d
eed

 aid
 

th
e so

u
l's p

assage th
ro
u
gh
 th

e L
ab
yrin

th
.

R
icard

o
 A
lm

ied
a D

esm
o
n
d
o
 d
i T

assato
 (L

eagu
e)

A
cco

m
p
an
ied

 b
y Y

n
ez d

i C
arico

m
are (L

eagu
e)

R
icard

o
 w
as selected

 b
y th

e w
in
n
er o

f th
e V

irtu
o
u
s A

u
ctio

n
 o
f th

e W
in
ter 
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T
h
is acco

u
n
t w

as p
resen

ted
 b
y th

e visio
n
ary w

ith
 h
elp

 fro
m
 h
is gu

id
e.

T
h
e visio

n
ary cam

e to
 in

 a sm
all b

o
at th

at th
ey w

ere ro
w
in
g th

ro
u
gh
 

W
in
term

ark
 m
arsh

lan
d
, w

ith
 ro

ck
s an

d
 w
eed

s to
 o
n
e sid

e o
f th

em
. (T

h
is w

as 

lik
ely th

e K
allavesa sw

am
p
, w

h
ere th

e h
ero

es o
f W

in
term

ark
 are laid

 to
 rest.)

In
 th

e b
o
at w

ith
 th

em
 w
ere an

 o
ld
 w
o
m
an
 w
ith

 feath
ers in

 h
er h

air sittin
g 

o
p
p
o
site th

em
, a b

o
d
y w

rap
p
ed
 in

 a sh
ro
u
d
 in

 th
e b

o
at alo

n
gsid

e th
e tw

o
, an

 

b
eh
in
d
 th

e visio
n
ary a sh

ield
, a sm

all n
et an

d
 a b

u
n
d
le.

T
h
e o

ld
 w
o
m
an
 ad

d
ressed

 th
e visio

n
ary as C

rim
so
n
 an

d
 talk

ed
 ab

o
u
t w

h
y th

ey 

h
ad
 co

m
e o

u
t h

ere - th
ey h

ad
 ro

w
ed
 o
u
t to

 co
n
d
u
ct a fu

n
eral cerem

o
n
y an

d
 

retu
rn
 th

e b
o
d
y to

 th
e w

ater. S
h
e referred

 to
 th

e m
an
 in

 th
e sh

ro
u
d
 as D

ru
m
lin

,

w
h
o
 h
ad
 b
ro
u
gh
t to

geth
er seven

 p
ilgrim

s. O
n
e o

f th
e o

th
er p

ilgrim
s m

en
tio

n
ed
 

w
as L

eia th
e H

aw
k
, an

d
 it w

as m
en
tio

n
ed
 th

at th
e p

ilgrim
s h

ad
 fo
u
gh
t th

e 

V
allo

rn
.

F
ro
m
 co

n
versatio

n
, th

e o
ld
 w
o
m
an
 h
ad
 k
n
o
w
n
 D
ru
m
lin

 fo
r h

er ad
u
lt life, an

d
 

th
e visio

n
ary h

ad
 b
een

 w
ith

 b
o
th
 o
f th

em
 fo
r a w

h
ile.

T
h
ey talk

ed
 ab

o
u
t th

e fu
n
eral cerem

o
n
y. T

h
e o

ld
 w
ays o

f W
in
term

ark
 req

u
ired

 

grave go
o
d
s b

e p
u
t in

 th
e m

arsh
 w
ith

 th
e b

o
d
y, an

d
 th

e sh
ield

 w
as all th

ey h
a 

th
at w

as ap
p
ro
p
riate. T

h
e visio

n
ary ask

ed
 w
h
y th

ey sh
o
u
ld
 n
o
t p

u
t th

e sh
ield

 in
 

as grave go
o
d
s, an

d
 th

e o
ld
 w
o
m
an
 said

 th
at o

n
 D
ru
m
lin

's d
eath

 th
e sh

ield
 h
ad
 

sp
o
n
tan

eo
u
sly gain

ed
 an

 au
ra. S

h
e w

as p
art o

f th
e first gen

eratio
n
 in

 

W
in
term

ark
 w
h
o
 h
ad
 fo
llo
w
ed
 th

e W
ay, an

d
 said

 th
at it d

id
 n
o
t co

m
e as 

n
atu

rally to
 h
er as it d

id
 to
 th

e visio
n
ary (w

h
o
 w
as ap

p
aren

tly yo
u
n
ger). S

h
e w

as 

n
o
t su

re w
h
eth

er to
 p
u
t th

e sh
ield

 in
to
 th

e m
arsh

 as grave go
o
d
s o

r n
o
t, an

d
 

w
an
ted

 th
e visio

n
ary's ad

vice. A
t th

is p
o
in
t sh

e to
o
k
 h
o
ld
 o
f th

e visio
n
ary's 

h
an
d
.



T
h
e gu

id
e p

o
in
ted

 o
u
t th

at sp
o
n
tan

eo
u
s gen

eratio
n
 o
f au

ras w
as a m

iracle, o
n
e 

o
f th

e sign
s o

f th
e P

arago
n
. T

h
e visio

n
ary th

en
 sp

o
k
e o

f reaso
n
s to

 k
eep

 th
e 

sh
ield

 o
r p

u
t it in

to
 th

e m
arsh

 in
 term

s o
f th

e V
irtu

es, sp
eak

in
g o

f lo
yalty 

(lo
yalty to

 th
e trad

itio
n
s sayin

g to
 cast it in

to
 th

e m
arsh

, b
u
t also

 u
sin

g th
e 

evid
en
ce o

f th
e sh

ield
 to
 sh

o
w
 D
ru
m
lin

's lo
yalty) an

d
 o
f co

u
rage (co

u
rage to

 

h
o
ld
 co

n
victio

n
s b

u
t also

 th
e co

u
rage to

 ch
an
ge th

em
 w
h
en
 n
eed

ed
).

T
h
e sh

ield
 itself w

as circu
lar, w

ith
 a d

esign
 lik

e an
 eigh

t-sp
o
k
ed
 w
h
eel, th

e 

sp
o
k
es an

d
 w
h
eel b

ein
g a ro

p
e o

r ch
ain

 d
esign

 in
 b
lack

 o
n
 w
h
ite fab

ric. T
h
e o

ld
 

w
o
m
an
 called

 it O
ath

-H
eart.

T
h
e visio

n
ary w

as lean
in
g to

w
ard

s tak
in
g th

e sh
ield

 b
ack

 rath
er th

an
 p
u
ttin

g it 

in
 as grave go

o
d
s, an

d
 let go

 o
f th

e w
o
m
an
's h

an
d
 so

 h
e co

u
ld
 exam

in
e th

e 

sh
ield

 m
o
re clo

sely. A
t th

is p
o
in
t th

e visio
n
 en

d
ed
.

T
h
e p

ilgrim
s m

en
tio

n
ed
 are very lik

ely th
e legen

d
ary S

even
 P
ilgrim

s w
h
o
 w
ere 

active in
 th

e early years o
f th

e E
m
p
ire; am

o
n
g th

em
 w
ere L

eia th
e H

aw
k
, a 

N
avarri p

ilgrim
 o
f V

igilan
ce, an

d
 D
ru
m
lin

 th
e S

w
o
rn
, a W

in
term

ark
 p
ilgrim

 o
f 

L
o
yalty, w

h
o
 is said

 to
 h
ave b

o
u
n
d
 th

e S
even

 P
ilgrim

s to
geth

er w
ith

 b
o
th
 w
o
rd
s 

an
d
 m
agic. T

h
e S

even
 P
ilgrim

s w
ere said

 to
 h
ave each

 carried
 a P

ilgrim
's S

h
ield

 

(a crafted
 sh

ield
 th

at m
ak
es its w

ield
ed
 stro

n
ger as lo

n
g as th

ey are D
ed
icated

 o
r 

A
n
o
in
ted

) h
allo

w
ed
 to
 th

eir o
w
n
 V
irtu

e, an
d
 O
ath

-H
eart is th

e n
am

e o
f th

e 

sh
ield

 D
ru
m
lin

 is said
 to
 h
ave carried

.

T
h
e sh

ield
s th

em
selves w

ere p
assed

 d
o
w
n
 to
 o
th
er p

eo
p
le o

ver th
e years, an

d
 

th
is p

resu
m
ab
ly in

clu
d
ed
 O
ath

-H
eart. In

 th
e en

d
, it is m

o
st lik

ely th
at th

e 

visio
n
ary's p

ast life d
id
 n
o
t co

n
sign

 th
e sh

ield
 to

 th
e sw

am
p
, b
u
t b
ro
u
gh
t it b

ack

to
 b
e u

sed
 b
y fu

tu
re p

ilgrim
s o

f L
o
yalty.

-rigo
ry M

an
d
el o

f th
e S

h
attered

 T
o
w
er (H

igh
gu
ard

)-

A
cco

m
p
an
ied

 b
y S

ab
o
ath

 o
f th

e S
h
attered

 T
o
w
er (H

igh
gu
ard

)

S
ab
o
ath

 w
as selected

 b
y th

e w
in
n
er o

f th
e V

irtu
o
u
s A

u
ctio

n
 o
f th

e S
p
rin

g 
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T
h
is acco

u
n
t w

as p
resen

ted
 b
y th

e visio
n
ary w

ith
 h
elp

 fro
m
 h
is gu

id
e.

T
h
e visio

n
ary cam

e to
 w
alk

in
g alo

n
g a p

ath
 th

ro
u
gh
 w
o
o
d
s, w

ith
 a sw

o
rd
 in

 

th
eir righ

t h
an
d
 an

d
 several d

o
ses o

f liao
 in

 th
eir left. T

w
o
 p
eo
p
le in

 so
ld
iers' 

clo
th
in
g o

f tu
n
ic an

d
 tro

u
sers m

et th
em

 o
n
 th

e p
ath

 an
d
 greeted

 th
em

.

T
h
e tw

o
 p
eo
p
le gu

id
ed
 th

e visio
n
ary alo

n
g th

e p
ath

 to
 a sh

rin
e, w

h
ich

 th
ey 

co
u
ld
 n
o
t easily ap

p
ro
ach

 d
u
e to

 th
e au

ra o
f fear th

at clu
n
g to

 it. T
h
ere w

as th
e 

so
u
n
d
 o
f sh

o
u
tin

g n
ear th

e sh
rin

e fro
m
 a b

an
d
 o
f o
rcs w

h
o
 w
ere ap

p
ro
ach

in
g.

O
n
e o

f th
e p

eo
p
le w

ith
 th

e visio
n
ary ad

d
ressed

 th
em

 as lad
y V

ash
id
a o

r V
ash

t 

o
r V

ash
ti (th

e visio
n
ary an

d
 gu

id
e h

eard
 th

e n
am

e d
ifferen

tly, sayin
g "Y

o
u
r ligh

t 

b
u
rn
s th

e b
righ

test". T
h
e visio

n
ary step

p
ed
 fo
rw
ard

 an
d
 started

 to
 exo

rcise th
e 

au
ra o

f fear aro
u
n
d
 th

e sh
rin

e, w
h
ile th

e o
th
er tw

o
 fo
u
gh
t again

st th
ree o

r fo
u
r 

o
rcs, w

h
o
 w
ere w

earin
g green

 an
d
 w
ere p

o
ssib

ly D
ru
j. F

ro
m
 th

e so
u
n
d
s n

earb
y, 

it seem
ed
 th

at th
ere w

ere m
o
re o

rcs o
n
 th

e w
ay. T

h
e visio

n
 en

d
ed
 w
h
ile th

e tw
o
 

w
ere still figh

tin
g o

ff th
e attack

ers, an
d
 th

e visio
n
ary h

ad
 u
sed

 fo
u
r d

o
ses o

f liao

in
 th

e exo
rcism

.

G
rigo

ry an
d
 S
ab
o
ath

 h
ad
 agreed

 to
 tak

e p
art in

 a th
eo
lo
gical exp

erim
en
t th

at 

in
co
rp
o
rated

 A
b
raxu

s's G
u
ard

ian
 ru

n
es in

to
 th

e p
rep

aratio
n
 fo
r th

e cerem
o
n
y; 

ru
n
es w

ere p
ain

ted
 o
n
 th

eir fo
reh

ead
s b

y o
n
e o

f th
e civil servan

ts b
efo

re th
ey 

w
ere tak

en
 to
 th

e G
atew

ay.

B
o
th
 G
rigo

ry an
d
 S
ab
o
ath

 h
ad
 th

eir so
u
ls exam

in
ed
 b
y th

e rite o
f In

sigh
t b
efo

re

an
d
 after th

e visio
n
. B

efo
re th

e visio
n
 th

ey w
ere b

o
th
 d
ed
icated

 to
 W

isd
o
m
.

A
fter th

e visio
n
 th

eir so
u
ls h

ad
 b
o
th
 b
een

 ch
an
ged

 in
 th

e sam
e w

ay: all d
etails 

h
ad
 b
een

 p
o
lish

ed
 o
r sco

u
red

 aw
ay, an

d
 an

y attem
p
t to

 fo
cu
s o

n
 a d

etail o
f th

eir

so
u
ls cau

sed
 it to

 slip
 o
u
t o

f fo
cu
s. T

h
e effect o

f th
is o

n
 th

eir b
eh
avio

u
r w

as th
at



alth
o
u
gh
 th

ey w
ere aw

are gen
erally o

f h
o
w
 p
eo
p
le acted

, th
ey w

ere n
o
t aw

are o
f 

w
h
o
 th

ey w
ere an

d
 n
o
t d

id
 th

ey rem
em

b
er an

yo
n
e th

ey k
n
ew

 b
efo

re, su
ch
 as 

o
th
er m

em
b
ers o

f th
eir ch

ap
ter.

 T
h
eir d

ed
icatio

n
s to

 W
isd

o
m
 h
ad
 also

 b
een

 rem
o
ved

.

F
o
r b

o
th
 G
rigo

ry an
d
 S
ab
o
ath

, an
 exo

rcism
 w
ith

 th
e stren

gth
 o
f seven

 p
riests 

w
as en

o
u
gh
 to
 h
eal th

e d
am

age to
 th

eir so
u
ls, an

d
 th

en
 testim

o
n
ies assertin

g 

th
eir id

en
tities (th

eir n
am

es) resto
red

 th
eir m

em
o
ries. T

h
eir acco

u
n
ts o

f th
e 

visio
n
 w
ere tak

en
 at th

is p
o
in
t, aro

u
n
d
 h
alf an

 h
o
u
r after th

ey h
ad
 co

m
e b

ack
 

fro
m
 th

e visio
n
.

F
o
r referen

ce, th
e A

b
raxian

 G
u
ard

ian
 ru

n
es u

sed
 fo
r G

rigo
ry an

d
 S
ab
o
ath

 w
ere 

as fo
llo
w
s:

V
isio

n
ary:

C
      I
 I

   D
      W

C
: C

avu
l (th

e S
w
an
, ru

n
e o

f P
u
rity)

I
: Irrem

ais (th
e B

lad
e, ru

n
e o

f W
isd

o
m
)

I
: Irrem

ais (rep
resen

tin
g th

e virtu
e o

f W
isd

o
m
 th

at th
e visio

n
ary w

as d
ed
icated

 

to
)

D
: D

iras (th
e S

h
u
ttered

 L
an
tern

, ru
n
e o

f S
ecrets)

W
: W

yr (th
e S

erp
en
t, ru

n
e o

f M
ystery)

G
u
id
e:

S
      E
 I

  O
      Y

S
: S
u
lar (th

e S
h
ip
, ru

n
e o

f D
isco

very)

E
: E

vro
m
 (th

e S
ap
lin

g, ru
n
e o

f B
egin

n
in
g)

I
: Irrem

ais (rep
resen

tin
g th

e virtu
e o

f W
isd

o
m
 th

at th
e gu

id
e w

as also
 d
ed
icated

to
)

O
: O

p
h
is (th

e B
righ

t L
an
tern

, ru
n
e o

f R
evelatio

n
)

Y
: Y
o
o
rn
 (th

e S
h
ears, ru

n
e o

f E
n
d
in
g)

T
h
e cen

tral ru
n
es sh

o
u
ld
 b
e ch

an
ged

 d
ep
en
d
in
g o

n
 th

e d
ed
icatio

n
 o
f th

e 

visio
n
ary an

d
 gu

id
e. G

ralm
 is u

sed
 fo
r th

e u
n
d
ed
icated

, an
d
 th

e stan
d
ard

 virtu
e-

to
-ru

n
e co

rresp
o
n
d
en
ces are:

A
m
b
itio

n
 ->
 N
aeve (th

e F
an
g, ru

n
e o

f H
u
n
ger)

C
o
u
rage ->

 Jo
tra (th

e S
w
o
rd
s, ru

n
e o

f B
attle)

L
o
yalty ->

 L
an
n
 (th

e H
o
u
n
d
, ru

n
e o

f B
argain

s)

P
rid

e ->
 F
eresh

 (th
e E

agle, ru
n
e o

f M
ajesty)

P
ro
sp
erity ->

 P
allas (th

e A
p
p
le T

ree, ru
n
e o

f W
ealth

)

V
igilan

ce ->
 O
p
h
is (ru

n
e o

f R
evelatio

n
)

W
isd

o
m
 ->
 Irrem

ais (ru
n
e o

f W
isd

o
m
)



A
u
tu
m
n
 E
q
u
in
o
x
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7
8
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In
tro

d
u
ctio

n

F
o
u
r visio

n
aries exp

erien
ced

 visio
n
s in

d
u
ced

 b
y P

u
re L

iao
 at th

e S
o
lstice. O

f 

th
ese, o

n
e w

as selected
 b
y th

e w
in
n
ers o

f th
e V

irtu
o
u
s A

u
ctio

n
, an

d
 th

ree b
y th

e

C
o
u
n
cil o

f G
atek

eep
ers.

F
o
llo
w
in
g th

eir visio
n
s, th

e visio
n
aries an

d
 th

eir acco
m
p
an
yin

g gu
id
es w

ere 

q
u
estio

n
ed
 b
y th

e au
th
o
rs. T

h
eir sto

ries are reco
rd
ed
 in

 th
e fo

llo
w
in
g p

ages, in
 

th
e o

rd
er th

at th
e visio

n
s w

ere received
.

* T
an
cred

 d
e R

o
n
d
ell (D

aw
n
), acco

m
p
an
ied

 b
y O

zren
 o
f H

o
u
se O

rzel (D
aw
n
)

* L
u
k
e o

f th
e S

h
attered

 T
o
w
er (H

igh
gu
ard

), acco
m
p
an
ied

 b
y A

d
o
ram

u
s o

f th
e 

S
h
attered

 T
o
w
er (H

igh
gu
ard

)

* V
ah
n
e K

o
rp
p
i (W

in
term

ark
), acco

m
p
an
ied

 b
y U

sk
o
lli (W

in
term

ark
)

* H
yw
el S

u
m
m
ercro

w
 (N

avarr), acco
m
p
an
ied

 b
y A

n
to
n
io
 P
ap
agen

o
 d
i S
arvo

s o
f 

th
e C

arta N
o
ttu

rn
a (L

eagu
e)

T
an
cred

 d
e R

o
n
d
ell (D

aw
n
)

A
cco

m
p
an
ied

 b
y O

zren
 o
f H

o
u
se O

rzel (D
aw
n
)

T
an
cred

 w
as selected

 as a visio
n
ary b

y th
e C

o
u
n
cil o

f G
atek

eep
ers.

T
h
e visio

n
ary h

as n
o
t yet given

 h
is p

erm
issio

n
 fo
r th

e n
o
tes w

e to
o
k
 to
 b
e m

ad
e 

p
u
b
lic, an

d
 is w

aitin
g fo

r fu
rth

er in
fo
rm

atio
n
 fro

m
 th

e C
ivil S

ervice o
n
 th

e 

circu
m
stan

ces o
f h

is p
ast life. If yo

u
 w
ish

 to
 fin

d
 o
u
t ab

o
u
t h

is visio
n
, p
lease 

sp
eak

 to
 T
an
cred

.

L
u
k
e o

f th
e S

h
attered

 T
o
w
er (H

igh
gu
ard

)

A
cco

m
p
an
ied

 b
y A

d
o
ram

u
s o

f th
e S

h
attered

 T
o
w
er (H

igh
gu
ard

)

L
u
k
e w

as selected
 b
y th

e w
in
n
er o

f th
e V

irtu
o
u
s A

u
ctio

n
.

T
h
e visio

n
ary h

as n
o
t yet given

 h
is p

erm
issio

n
 fo
r th

e n
o
tes w

e to
o
k
 to
 b
e m

ad
e 

p
u
b
lic, an

d
 is w

aitin
g fo

r fu
rth

er in
fo
rm

atio
n
 fro

m
 th

e C
ivil S

ervice o
n
 th

e 

circu
m
stan

ces o
f h

is p
ast life. If yo

u
 w
ish

 to
 fin

d
 o
u
t ab

o
u
t h

is visio
n
, p
lease 

sp
eak

 to
 L
u
k
e.

V
ah
n
e K

o
rp
p
i (W

in
term

ark
)

A
cco

m
p
an
ied

 b
y U

sk
o
lli (W

in
term

ark
)

V
ah
n
e w

as selected
 as a visio

n
ary b

y th
e C

o
u
n
cil o

f G
atek

eep
ers.

T
h
e visio

n
ary gave h

er p
erm

issio
n
 fo
r th

ese n
o
tes to

 b
e m

ad
e p

u
b
lic. T

h
e 

testim
o
n
y w

as p
resen

ted
 b
y th

e visio
n
ary w

ith
 h
elp

 fro
m
 h
er gu

id
e.

T
h
e visio

n
ary cam

e to
 in

 a b
ar, an

d
 w
as b

eck
o
n
ed
 o
ver to

 a tab
le b

y a b
ald

 m
an
 

w
ith

 green
 an

d
 b
ro
w
n
 scales go

in
g b

ack
 o
ver h

is h
ead

. H
e w

h
isp

ered
 to
 h
er th

at 

sh
e w

o
u
ld
 n
eed

 to
 d
eal w

ith
 a m

o
ra (o

n
e o

f th
e sh

ap
esh

iftin
g m

o
n
sters in

 

V
aru

sh
k
a), b

u
t th

at as lo
n
g as sh

e treated
 th

em
 as h

u
m
an
, th

ey w
o
u
ld
 b
e 

trap
p
ed
 in

 th
at fo

rm
.



T
h
ey w

ere in
terru

p
ted

 b
y a V

aru
sh
k
an
-lo
o
k
in
g m

an
, ap

p
aren

tly u
n
lin

eaged
, 

w
earin

g a red
 h
at w

ith
 b
ro
w
n
 fu

r trim
, an

d
 red

 clo
th
in
g an

d
 fu

rs. H
e greeted

 th
e

visio
n
ary, callin

g th
em

 G
en
eral T

arn
 - lead

in
g th

e F
ist o

f th
e M

o
u
n
tain

 (o
n
e o

f 

W
in
term

ark
's arm

ies) an
d
 servin

g E
m
p
ress M

ariik
a - an

d
 ask

ed
 w
h
at gift th

e 

visio
n
ary h

ad
 b
ro
u
gh
t h

im
.

T
h
e m

an
 w
ith

 th
e h

at to
o
k
 tw

o
 glasses fro

m
 b
eh
in
d
 th

e b
ar (a sign

 o
n
 th

e b
ar 

n
am

ed
 it as "T

h
e H

o
rn
ed
 L
ad
y"), an

d
 th

ey sat d
o
w
n
. T

h
e b

ald
 m
an
 sat d

o
w
n
 

n
ext to

 th
e visio

n
ary, b

u
t d

id
 n
o
t d

rin
k
. M

ean
w
h
ile, th

e m
an
 w
ith

 th
e h

at b
egan

to
 p
ro
p
o
se to

asts, p
o
u
rin

g o
u
t d

rin
k
s fo

r h
im
self an

d
 th

e visio
n
ary each

 tim
e.

A
m
o
n
g m

an
y to

asts, th
ey to

asted
 th

e E
m
p
ress (th

e m
an
 ask

ed
 h
o
w
 sh

e w
as, an

d
 

th
e visio

n
ary rep

lied
 th

at sh
e'd

 b
een

 fin
e w

h
en
 th

e visio
n
ary h

ad
 left h

er), th
e 

F
ist o

f th
e M

o
u
n
tain

 (w
ith

 th
e im

p
licatio

n
 th

at th
e visio

n
ary h

ad
 co

m
e alo

n
e 

an
d
 n
o
t b
ro
u
gh
t th

e arm
y w

ith
 th

em
), an

d
 w
h
en
 ask

ed
 to
 su

ggest a to
ast th

e 

visio
n
ary to

asted
 to
 th

e V
irtu

es, to
 w
h
ich

 th
e m

an
 w
ith

 th
e h

at said
 h
e to

asted
 

to
 six o

r eigh
t o
r h

o
w
 every m

an
y virtu

es th
e visio

n
ary h

ad
.

T
h
e b

ald
 m
an
 n
ext to

 th
e visio

n
ary w

as p
o
in
tin

g o
u
t o
th
er figu

res in
 th

e b
ar, 

w
h
o
 w
ere sittin

g an
d
 h
o
ld
in
g d

rin
k
s b

u
t n

o
t ap

p
earin

g to
 m
o
ve, an

d
 in

d
icatin

g 

th
at m

o
re an

d
 m
o
re o

f th
em

 w
ere m

o
ra, b

eco
m
in
g m

o
re tw

itch
y an

d
 p
aran

o
id
 

as h
e d

id
 so

. W
h
en
 th

e visio
n
ary ask

ed
 th

e m
an
 w
ith

 th
e h

at if th
e b

ald
 m
an
 

w
as all righ

t, h
e said

, "H
e d

o
esn

't m
atter".

T
h
e m

an
 in

 th
e h

at ask
ed
 if th

e visio
n
ary h

ad
 h
ad
 a go

o
d
 trip

 th
ro
u
gh
 th

e 

fo
rest. T

h
e b

ald
 m
an
 w
h
isp

ered
 to
 th

e visio
n
ary th

at th
at w

asn
't safe, an

d
 th

en
 

th
e visio

n
ary an

d
 th

e m
an
 in

 th
e h

at to
asted

 to
 stayin

g o
n
 th

e p
ath

.

T
h
ey also

 talk
ed
 o
f th

e n
ew
 gen

eral o
f th

e F
ists o

f th
e M

o
u
n
tain

 w
h
o
 w
o
u
ld
 b
e 

rep
lacin

g th
e visio

n
ary, an

d
 th

e m
an
 said

 th
at th

e arm
y m

u
st b

e u
n
h
ap
p
y to

 n
o
t 

b
e led

 b
y a great h

ero
. T

h
e visio

n
ary said

 th
ere w

o
u
ld
 alw

ays b
e an

 

acclim
atisatio

n
 p
erio

d
 b
u
t th

e arm
y w

o
u
ld
 w
arm

 to
 th

e n
ew

 gen
eral. T

h
e m

an
 

said
, "H

o
w
 lo
yal o

f yo
u
", an

d
 th

ey to
asted

 to
 L
o
yalty.

A
fter th

ese an
d
 fu

rth
er to

asts, th
e m

an
 even

tu
ally slu

m
p
ed
 o
n
 th

e tab
le. T

h
e 

visio
n
ary ask

ed
 if an

yo
n
e co

u
ld
 see if h

e w
as all righ

t, an
d
 th

e visio
n
 en

d
ed
.

V
ah
n
e's so

u
l w

as exam
in
ed
 fo
r an

y sp
iritu

al effects o
n
 it b

efo
re an

d
 after h

er 

visio
n
. B

efo
re th

e visio
n
, h
er so

u
l h
ad
 a testim

o
n
y o

f "M
aster S

trategist".

A
fter th

e visio
n
, h
er so

u
l b
o
re th

e sam
e testim

o
n
y as b

efo
re, b

u
t also

 h
ad
 

aftereffects o
f th

e m
an
y to

asts th
at th

e visio
n
ary h

ad
 d
ru
n
k
 d
u
rin

g th
e visio

n
, 

lead
in
g to

 effects sim
ilar to

 th
o
se o

f a h
an
go
ver. W

h
en
 th

e p
erso

n
 p
erfo

rm
in
g 

th
e exam

in
atio

n
 in

sp
ected

 th
ese aftereffect o

n
 h
er so

u
l, th

ey to
o
 w
ere affected

 

w
ith

 a sim
ilar sp

iritu
al h

an
go
ver, d

esp
ite n

o
t h

avin
g b

een
 in
vo
lved

 in
 th

e visio
n
 

itself.

H
yw

el S
u
m
m
ercro

w
 (N

avarr)

A
cco

m
p
an
ied

 b
y A

n
to
n
io
 P
ap
agen

o
 d
i S
arvo

s o
f th

e C
arta N

o
ttu

rn
a (L

eagu
e)

H
yw
el w

as selected
 as a visio

n
ary b

y th
e C

o
u
n
cil o

f G
atek

eep
ers.

T
h
e visio

n
ary gave h

is p
erm

issio
n
 fo
r th

ese n
o
tes to

 b
e m

ad
e p

u
b
lic. T

h
e 

testim
o
n
y w

as p
resen

ted
 b
y th

e visio
n
ary w

ith
 h
elp

 fro
m
 h
is gu

id
e.

T
h
e visio

n
ary cam

e to
 in

 a stu
d
y w

ith
 a w

ritin
g d

esk
, d
rap

es, lo
w
 cu

sh
io
n
s, 

sm
all sid

e tab
les w

ith
 o
rn
am

en
ts, an

d
 a sp

iral ligh
t featu

re.

T
h
e w

ritin
g d

esk
 h
ad
 can

d
les o

n
 th

e left, an
d
 o
n
 th

e righ
t w

ere eigh
t ro

lled
 

scro
lls tied

 w
ith

 b
lack

 rib
b
o
n
; th

e visio
n
ary o

p
en
ed
 o
n
e to

 read
 it, b

u
t it w

as 

b
lan

k
. A

lso
 o
n
 th

e w
ritin

g d
esk

 w
ere ten

 sh
ees o

f p
ap
er th

at lo
o
k
ed
 lik

e th
ey 

h
ad
 b
een

 cu
t o
u
t o

f a sm
all n

o
teb

o
o
k
. T

h
e title p

age o
f th

ese sh
eets read

 

"D
o
ctrin

e o
f Im

p
erial D

estin
y", an

d
 it w

as stru
ctu

red
 lik

e an
 acad

em
ic treatise 

w
ith

 a p
ro
p
o
sitio

n
, several p

ro
o
fs an

d
 a co

n
clu

sio
n
. B

o
th
 th

e visio
n
ary an

d
 th

e 

gu
id
e attem

p
ted

 to
 read

 it in
 fu

ll, b
u
t it w

as d
ifficu

lt to
 d
o
 so

 in
 th

e d
im
 ligh

t 

an
d
 th

ro
u
gh
 th

e veil. T
h
e first p

ro
o
f m

en
tio

n
ed
 tatto

o
s an

d
 p
attern

s as N
avarri 

h
earth

 m
agic, th

e seco
n
d
 p
ro
o
f w

as related
 to
 th

e D
o
ctrin

e o
f R

ein
carn

atio
n
 

an
d
 also

 o
n
ce again

 to
 h
earth

 m
agic, an

d
 th

e fin
al p

age su
ggested

 th
at a ch

an
ge 

in
 Im

p
erial d

o
ctrin

e w
o
u
ld
 effect a ch

an
ge in

 th
e L

ab
yrin

th
.



T
w
o
 m
en
 b
u
rst in

to
 th

e ro
o
m
, b
o
th
 o
f th

em
 d
ressed

 lik
e H

igh
b
o
rn
, o
n
e w

earin
g

d
eep

 b
lu
e an

d
 w
h
ite w

ith
 a h

o
o
d
 an

d
 th

e o
th
er w

earin
g w

h
ite an

d
 carryin

g a 

san
d
 tim

er.

T
h
ey ad

d
ressed

 th
e visio

n
ary as a p

riest fro
m
 th

e S
p
ire o

f th
e C

elestial C
ascad

e, 

gave th
eir n

am
es as Isaac an

d
 E
sau

, an
d
 said

 th
ey w

ere fro
m
 th

e T
rib

u
n
al. T

h
ey 

w
an
ted

 to
 talk

 to
 th

e visio
n
ary ab

o
u
t tw

o
 th

in
gs - th

e T
rib

u
n
al itself, an

d
 th

e 

visio
n
ary's p

ro
p
o
sed

 d
o
ctrin

e - an
d
 th

ey ask
ed
 w
h
ich

 th
e visio

n
ary w

an
ted

 to
 

talk
 ab

o
u
t first.

T
h
e visio

n
ary said

 th
e T

rib
u
n
al, an

d
 th

e H
igh

b
o
rn
 m
an
 exp

lain
ed
 th

at th
e 

T
rib

u
n
al w

as an
 o
rgan

isatio
n
 d
ed
icated

 to
 p
ro
tectin

g th
e p

u
rity o

f th
e W

ay, an
d
 

h
ad
 b
een

 set u
p
 at th

e req
u
est o

f th
e F

irst E
m
p
ress. T

h
e visio

n
ary ask

ed
 b
y 

w
h
o
se au

th
o
rity th

ey o
p
erated

, an
d
 th

e H
igh

b
o
rn
 m
an
 exp

lain
ed
 th

at th
e 

T
rib

u
n
al d

id
n
't h

ave an
y legal au

th
o
rity at th

is tim
e, b

u
t th

at th
ey w

ere u
n
h
ap
p
y

w
ith

 so
m
e o

f th
e ch

an
ges th

at h
ad
 b
een

 m
ad
e to

 th
e W

ay (an
d
, in

d
eed

, an
y 

ch
an
ges to

 th
e W

ay sin
ce p

re-Im
p
erial H

igh
gu
ard

).

T
h
ey th

en
 d
iscu

ssed
 th

e visio
n
ary's n

ew
 d
o
ctrin

e - th
e ab

ility o
f Im

p
erial h

earth
 

m
agic to

 ch
an
ge th

e L
ab
yrin

th
. T

h
e H

igh
b
o
rn
 said

 th
at th

e w
o
rk
in
g lo

o
k
ed
 

righ
t, b

u
t th

at th
e S

yn
o
d
 w
as n

o
t read

y fo
r th

is, an
d
 ask

ed
, "W

o
u
ld
 yo

u
 tru

st 

th
is in

 th
e h

an
d
s o

f a L
eagu

e b
ish

o
p
?" T

h
ey su

ggested
 th

at th
e b

est so
lu
tio

n
 w
as 

fo
r th

e visio
n
ary to

 n
o
t p

u
t th

e d
o
ctrin

e to
 th

e S
yn
o
d
, an

d
 ask

ed
 th

e visio
n
ary 

to
 jo
in
 th

e T
rib

u
n
al.

T
h
e H

igh
b
o
rn
 an

d
 th

e visio
n
ary w

ere talk
in
g at cro

ss p
u
rp
o
ses, an

d
 th

e 

H
igh

b
o
rn
 in

 b
lu
e h

ad
 to
 say "I'm

 th
reaten

in
g yo

u
" to

 m
ak
e th

is clear. T
h
e 

visio
n
ary ask

ed
 w
h
at th

ey w
ere b

ein
g th

reaten
ed
 w
ith

, an
d
 th

e H
igh

b
o
rn
 said

 

th
at th

e T
rib

u
n
al w

ere a law
-ab

id
in
g o

rgan
isatio

n
 an

d
 w
o
u
ld
 n
o
t m

u
rd
er th

e 

visio
n
ary, b

u
t h

ad
 access to

 all o
th
er legal m

eth
o
d
s an

d
 aven

u
es. T

h
e visio

n
ary 

said
 th

ey su
p
p
o
sed

 th
e d

o
ctrin

e w
o
u
ld
 go

 n
o
w
h
ere if it w

ere tak
en
 to
 th

e S
yn
o
d
,

an
d
 th

e H
igh

b
o
rn
 in

 b
lu
e w

as n
o
t as co

n
fid

en
tly sm

u
g in

 h
is rep

ly as th
e 

visio
n
ary exp

ected
; it seem

ed
 th

e d
o
ctrin

e m
igh

t h
ave a ch

an
ce o

f b
ein

g vo
ted

 

fo
r. T

h
e visio

n
ary ask

ed
 w
h
at th

ey su
ggested

 d
o
in
g in

stead
, an

d
 th

e H
igh

b
o
rn
 in

b
lu
e said

 n
o
t to

 tak
e it to

 th
e S

yn
o
d
 as it w

as, b
u
t p
resen

t a tw
isted

 versio
n
 

in
stead

, to
 w
h
ich

 th
e visio

n
ary said

, "S
o
, lie." T

h
ere w

as a b
rief d

iscu
ssio

n
 o
f th

e

ro
le o

f d
o
ctrin

e b
ein

g p
erfect alread

y versu
s seek

in
g th

e tru
th
.

W
h
ile th

e m
an
 in

 b
lu
e h

ad
 b
een

 talk
in
g to

 th
e visio

n
ary, th

e m
an
 in

 w
h
ite w

as 

k
eep

in
g track

 o
f tim

e o
n
 th

e san
d
 tim

er h
e carried

, tu
rn
in
g it o

n
ce h

alfw
ay 

th
ro
u
gh
, an

d
 w
h
en
 it h

ad
 ru

n
 aro

u
n
d
 h
alfw

ay th
ro
u
gh
 th

e seco
n
d
 tim

e, sayin
g 

"T
h
ree m

in
u
tes" to

 th
e m

an
 in

 b
lu
e.

T
h
e m

an
 in

 b
lu
e ask

ed
 th

e visio
n
ary again

 to
 jo
in
 th

e T
rib

u
n
al, an

d
 th

e 

visio
n
ary said

 n
o
. T

h
e m

an
 said

, "I th
o
u
gh
t yo

u
 w
o
u
ld
 say th

at, an
d
 d
id
 n
o
t 

co
m
e u

n
p
rep

ared
." H

e sp
read

 h
is arm

s an
d
 said

, "I call d
o
w
n
 th

e p
o
w
er o

f th
e 

realm
 o
f D

ay to
 p
ro
n
o
u
n
ce d

o
o
m
 u
p
o
n
 yo

u
, th

at yo
u
 sh

all live in
 a grain

 o
f 

san
d
." T

h
e visio

n
ary b

raced
 again

st th
e w

ritin
g d

esk
, an

d
 th

e visio
n
 en

d
ed
.

H
yw
el h

ad
 h
is so

u
l exam

in
ed
 b
efo

re an
d
 after th

e visio
n
. B

efo
re th

e visio
n
, 

H
yw
el h

ad
 n
o
 effects visib

le o
n
 h
is so

u
l.

A
fter th

e visio
n
, h
e seem

ed
 to
 b
e in

cap
ab
le o

f co
h
eren

t co
n
versatio

n
 u
n
til h

e 

w
as given

 a C
irclet o

f F
allin

g S
n
o
w
, an

d
 d
escrib

ed
 sym

p
to
m
s th

at so
u
n
d
ed
 very 

sim
ilar to

 th
o
se o

f th
e D

ay cu
rse A

ll T
h
e W

o
rld

 In
 A
 G
rain

 O
f S
an
d
. 

E
xam

in
in
g h

is so
u
l sh

o
w
ed
 a b

righ
t m

iasm
a, b

riefly d
azzlin

g, th
at w

as cau
sin

g 

th
is effect. A

n
 exo

rcism
 w
ith

 th
e stren

gth
 o
f 7
 p
riests w

as su
fficien

t to
 clear it, 

th
o
u
gh
 it is p

o
ssib

le it w
o
u
ld
 h
ave fad

ed
 b
y th

e en
d
 o
f th

e su
m
m
it.

A
n
to
n
io
 also

 h
ad
 h
is so

u
l exam

in
ed
 b
efo

re an
d
 after th

e visio
n
. B

efo
re th

e 

visio
n
, A

n
to
n
io
 w
as d

ed
icated

 to
 W

isd
o
m
.

A
fter th

e visio
n
, A

n
to
n
io
 w
as still d

ed
icated

 to
 W

isd
o
m
, b
u
t w

as also
 w
eak

 an
d
 

exh
au
sted

 an
d
 co

m
p
lain

ed
 o
f feelin

g very co
ld
. T

h
is effect o

n
 h
is so

u
l w

as, as 

w
ith

 H
yw
el's, rem

o
ved

 b
y an

 exo
rcism

 w
ith

 th
e stren

gth
 o
f 7
 p
riests. A

n
 

an
o
in
tin

g o
f sim

ilar stren
gth

 w
o
u
ld
 also

 h
ave b

o
lstered

 h
is so

u
l su

fficien
tly to

 

allo
w
 it to

 o
verco

m
e th

e in
ju
ry; sim

ilarly, as th
is w

as a case o
f th

e so
u
l b
ein

g 

w
eak

en
ed
, d
rin

k
in
g o

n
e o

f th
e T

o
n
ics o

f th
e D

eep
 F
o
rest to

 give h
im
 m
o
re 

stren
gth

 w
o
u
ld
 h
ave red

u
ced

 th
e stren

gth
 o
f exo

rcism
 o
r an

o
in
tin

g n
eed

ed
 in

 

p
ro
p
o
rtio

n
 w
ith

 th
e stren

gth
 o
f th

e to
n
ic.

F
u
rth

er in
vestigatio

n
 o
f th

e even
ts o

f H
yw
el's visio

n
 in

 th
e arch

ives o
f th

e S
p
ire 



o
f th

e C
elestial C

ascad
e gave a p

o
ssib

le id
en
tificatio

n
 fo
r th

e visio
n
ary's p

ast 

life. U
lysses, a Q

u
esto

r w
ith

 a p
articu

lar in
terest regard

in
g th

e D
o
ctrin

es o
f th

e 

W
ay, w

as a m
em

b
er o

f C
elestial C

ascad
e w

h
o
 h
ad
 b
een

 w
o
rk
in
g o

n
 exp

an
d
in
g 

o
n
 th

e d
o
ctrin

es; h
e ap

p
aren

tly served
 as th

e G
atek

eep
er o

f W
isd

o
m
 fo
r a 

co
u
p
le o

f years aro
u
n
d
 14

0
 to
 1
5
0
 Y
E
, an

d
 w
as rep

o
rted

 as receivin
g a p

ast life 

visio
n
 o
f h

is o
w
n
, related

 to
 revisin

g th
e D

o
ctrin

e o
f H

u
m
an
 D
estin

y in
 

resp
o
n
se to

 R
eco

llectio
n
ists.

H
o
w
ever, aro

u
n
d
 1
5
0
 Y
E
, h
e ap

p
eared

 to
 su

ccu
m
b
 to
 m
ad
n
ess, an

d
 d
estro

yed
 

all h
is n

o
tes an

d
 w
o
rk
s, d

eem
in
g th

em
 "u

n
fit fo

r p
u
rp
o
se". T

h
e sym

p
to
m
s 

d
escrib

ed
 are co

n
sisten

t w
ith

 th
e cu

rse A
ll T

h
e W

o
rld

 In
 A
 G
rain

 O
f S
an
d
; 

h
o
w
ever, it is n

o
t k
n
o
w
n
 w
h
eth

er th
at ritu

al w
as in

 Im
p
erial L

o
re at th

e tim
e. 

A
d
d
itio

n
ally, th

e d
u
ratio

n
 o
f th

at cu
rse as it cu

rren
tly is in

 Im
p
erial L

o
re is o

n
ly

a year; it is p
o
ssib

le th
at th

e cu
rse at th

e tim
e w

as a sligh
tly d

ifferen
t 

fo
rm

u
latio

n
, o
r th

at altern
atively th

e d
estru

ctio
n
 o
f h

is n
o
tes, o

r th
e cu

rse itself,

h
ad
 lastin

g effects o
n
 U
lysses an

d
 h
is rem

ain
in
g w

o
rk
.


