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A trod starts and ends with a vallorn. - DO NOT REMOVE -

40 wove the trods as a weapon but in the fuliess of time they gave fife to the fand throngh which they pagsid, and

strength to thoge who travelied them. Xg our gtridings migrate along the trodg, so the wild magic at the heart of the
vaflorn ig leached awap. @he longer the trod and the laraer the gtriding, the more gtrength each jonrnen laches. Rs

the wild magic is drawn away, it infuges the land around the trodg and makes them fertile.

4l fen Geranacl was overran, the ores came ag a great tempest and drove ng apart. 4 could not walk the trods
where the ores songht ug ont. Ghe coming of other people created its own problems ag each sought fo claim their own
fand and would not let ug mobe across it freely. Hnfy with the founding of the Enupive were we able to walk the trods
gafeln in numbers, further than coer before, and gee in the digtance a world where our ancestors' areat mistake might
finallp be eragio.

@his ritual is most ugeful in a tereitory that hag never been part of the mpire. Today, this amost alvaps means
barbarian terrifories conquered by the Fmperial armics. R new tevritory eepands the veach of the trodg as a whole
and fefps weaken all the vallorn fied o thoge trods. @xtending the veach of the frods so they cover a greater digtance
than coer before significantly increages their effectiveness.

AW here the @mpire hag lost control of a territor fo the barbarians, it becomes harder to nst the trods and they
may frap o fade. 3f a tervitory were in barbarian hands for more than a decade, the ritual wonld be needed to repair
the trodg to return them to full strength. Doing so cetends the reach of the trods a little, and map regult in a burst of
power drawn from the vallorn, but the eeact effects are difficnlt to predict.

@he Bavrens in particolar seem problematic. Trods have been established there twice with the aid of onr Bawnish
friends at Depcastle — once in 75%E and once again in 2453%EE. In both casts, the trodg have unravelied over the
courst of a fow pears. Some few frods ave still intact buf they are of minimal vafue in drawing the power of the
¥allorn and dangerong to walk. Tt map be that the Druj are to blame, becange those ores have afwang been strong
there and jealons of other magics. Tt map be that theve is a fovee there — perhaps the dark spivit of the @reat Forest
of Pentaht — that actively mnpicks our trods. TE ang vate knows, they have not shared their wisdom.

AIPhile it could be performed in a territory that is not part of the @mpire, doing go is of limited uge becaust strivings
gtmply cannof mode freely enough in favge enongh nombers through the ferritory fo bind the new trods into place.
orego, without the freedom to move, the freedom to follow the trods where thep wind, the trods are withont
purpost.

@he trods confd be traced across a tereitory controlled by an alfied power, but only if that power were prepared to
alfow unrestricted access to large numbers of Favare. Theee has been no time when a forcign power wag prepared to
offer such anfettered access to their landg, and certainip not on the Rind of time-gtales that wonld be needed to make
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newhy forged trodg effective. - DO NOT REMOVE -

@he magic of this vitual drawss on the power of patterng and to a degree that of tattoos and brandg — it can be
imagined that the trods are spmbolic tattoos on the face of the carth. Tt is not a requivement that the vitual be
performed by vates, however - any coven conld perform the magical working necesgary to form the trods. I practice,
the creation of trods would be pointless without the support of the Favarr - no other Tmperial nation hag a nomadic
population in sufficient numbers, or ig ag committed to tracing and re-tracing the trods over the fime gealeg involved
in teaging out the malign power of the vallorn.

4 0o not realfy know whether the vitual creates the trodg in regpongt fo the infent of the ritualists, or reveals
trodg that afready crist. Some magicians san that there ig no difference — that the ritual both shapes the trods and
reveals them in the same wap that the best senlptors both ghape and are guided by the wood or gtone that thep nge.
Reardless, attempts to create trods in straight lines, or specific designg, have proved fo be impogsible and attempts
to guioe the trods awap from locations that are dangerous or inconvenient have ikewise been ungnccesstul - the trods
00 where thep want to go.

Aess mystically minded magiciang deseribe the process of drawing out the trods fo be fike quiding the path of a viver -
the water can be enconraged to flow in a cevtain divection, buf it cannot be made to flow up-hill ov to take one path
when another offers less resistance.

@rods do not crtend acrogs very large bodics of water, such ag the Bay of Gatasare. The sea is hungry, deep, Full of
cnrrents that geoff at the idea of premanence. R a viver dieg when it reaches the gta, so the trodg will not fong
gurvive eepogure to the corvogive ocean. Lakes, major rivers or areas of swamp and marsh provide no particular
obstarlt as cvidenced by the paths that cross the marshes of Gherunin.

4l ater i a good metaphor for onr trods. hep cbb and flow as we move along them; we ave both carried by the
current and dvaw the wild magic behind and aronnd ns. Ghep ave a dance — the steps drawn on the face of the carth
but we the dancers give meaning to their dcgign. Withont the design, our movements have no weight. 4ithont the
mobement, the design is just a drawing. Tntent creates the pattern. Intent draws and channels the wild chaos of the
vallorn from if's heart and tameg it, spreadg it to the fonr corners.

One the wild chaos is tamed, then we map move againgt the vallorn itgelf. The beasts that live on the bodp of the
vallorn and breathe ifs tainted air secure it in place. @hey are the dancers, whilt the vaflorn i the design. Tt ig never
Swilt, but when we have drawn enough power we can gtrike to clear the vallorn from a place. Tt will not return to that
place without mafevolent intent of another being. Whis is how we claimed Miaren, one carefal step at a time. Tt is
patient work — the vallorn i stronger the cloger we come to the HERRE, and more vicions. Tt may be that fo
weaken geveral vallorn is cagier than to ecradicate one, and when the fime comes we mugt choose carefulfy. Hnlp when
all the taint hag been cleangied from a fevvitory i the vallorn trafy gone from that place.
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Tt is not enongh to kill the vallorngpatsn alone, for the wild magic {etures DONOE REMOMEor oo gh
to walk the trods alone, for fike an anchor the valforngpawn fofd the fainf in place. 3oth dancer and dance, bofh
thorn and trod, both are required to destrop a vallorn.

@his ritual hag never been part of Tmperial Lore. e brought it before the Tmperial Gonelave onfy onee, in the fivst
nears of the @mpire. The magicians chose not to include it at that time becanst it was sien ag being of fimited use fo
angone outside the Havare nation. When the Tmperial borders were sealed in the time of Emperor Tames the
number of vates who had magtered it dwindled. AU should have been more careful to feep knowleoge of if alive, but in
trath the number of coveng who conld perform it hag aleapg been gmall.

Af the tavaet territorp containg a vallorn, the ritual allows that tevritorn to be joined to nearbp fand to create a
network of trodg, so that thep can be nsed to begin drawing the power of the entity awap. The wider the network of
trods that the vallorn i connected to, the mave effective they ave at leeching power from it. Ff a new vallorn were
ancovered, the first step towards eroding if would be to connet it fo the erigting mpive-wide network of trods that
we already uge. Tn theory, if some power were to significantly damage the frodg in a territory, this ritnal might be
nged to repair them. Boing so would not require as much power ag forging the trods from gerateh, but woulkd fikely
still be challenging. Ff the trods in a tervitorp were damaned sufficiently, it ig fikel that thep would slowiy erode or
anravel. 4Uile the damage is vern unlikely fo spread bepond the borders of the teveitory where the damage Aag tafen
placed, the fogs of an enfire fevritory from the trod nefwork might severely impede the abifity fo draw the energy from
one or mote of the vallorn.



