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To t�e Im�e���l Con���, Jar���k Or�e�, of t�e Cas���a� Em�i�� of t�e Bay of Cat����:

Ple��� as� t�i� Car����l Hy�e� to w�i�� to me di���t��. I am ha��y to co���c� di���s��o�s of t�e���g�. I

ap���c�a��� t�e t�o��h� in di���t��� m� qu����on� to a mo�� wi���n� co���s���de��. Ple��� al�� ac���t m� ap����i�s

fo� t�e s�a�-da�� na���� of m� p�e���us mi���v�: in t�i� on� I ha�� t�i�� to p�e��n� it mo�� p�o��r��, as I am gi���

to un���s���d a di���m��, w�i�h I su���s� is w�a� I am, no�, o�g�� to do.

It is t�u� t�a� t�e An�e�t�� Spi��� c�e���d t�e wo��d, bu� in ma�� ot��� de����s I fe�� yo� er�.Yet in yo�� er���s

yo� ar� ta���l��i�g�� c�o�� to t�e t�u�h as we un���s���d it. The fo��. The fo��! Yes, it is al� in t�a�. Hum�� an�

or� s�i��t� ar� bo�� im���t��. But in t�e li����me of t�e wo��d, t�e� on�� li�� on��. I su���s� yo� me����te up�� t�i�

t�u�h.

I tu�� to t�e de����te ma���r yo� ra���. The in����du��� in qu����on ar� p�i��n��� of Tsa��, ha���g b�o��n o�r la��

b� t�e�p����n� in o�r la��s. Let me ex����n o�r la�. For an o�t���er to co�� to t�e la�� of t�e Pe�p�� ri��s

di���p���g t�e c�i��t� of ha���n� an� s��uc���� t�a� we wo�� ha�� to p�e��r��. Of co����, we ar� no� in an

un���m�� er�, w�e�� mo�� o�t���er� k�o� of us, an� we be��� to re���� so�� of t�e se���t� we ha�� ke�� fo� so

lo��. In ti��� go�� pa��, t�o�� t�a� ca�� he�� we�� fe�, no���l�� ad���t��o�� t�a��l���s f�o� Zen��� (wi�� w�o�

we s�a�� t�e pe���), bu� t�e� di� te�� to co��, at a s�e��y an� s�o� ra��. Mos� we�� tu���d ba��.

Thu�, o�r la� of t�e Th�e� Pat��: o�t���er� w�o co�� wi����t pe���s��o� (an� pe���s��o� is g�a�t�� in t�i� ti��

on�� to t�e di���m��� of t�e mo����in-pe���� of Sko��� wi�� w�o� we en��� a co����l f�i��d���p ba��� in mu����

re���c�) ar� im���s��e� un��� su�� ti�� as t�e� c�o��� on� of t��e� op����s:

● li�� o�t t�e�� na����l li�� on t�e Is�e of Zab��

● ag��� to ha�� al� me����es of t�i� p�a�� re����d f�o� t�e� (w�i�h we ac����e us��� a he���l p�e��r��i��,

ma��� be��� in�ffi��e�t fo� su�� pu���s��)

● ag��� to jo�� t�e Pe�p��, ha���g t�e�� ve�� s�i��t re���p�� in or��� t�a� t�e� mi��t jo�� o�r fe���w���p wi��

t�e g�e���s� ha���n� an� t�e le��� ri�� of ca���h���.
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Do no� fe��: t�o�� t�a� c�o��� t�e fir�� of t�e�� ar� we��-t�e���d as ho����ed gu���s. We se� no s�o�� b� li���t�,

as I ha�� be�� to�� ma�� ti��� yo� do, bu� we ar� no� c�u��. Som� of t�o�� w�o re���� on Zab�� ha�� be�� he��

fo� se����l de����s - at le��� on� ar����d w�e� I wa� m��el� a c�i�d, w�e� at t�e ti�� a ma� ca���d Ah�a� ru��� in

yo�� Em�i�� (s�e is pa���c��a�l� s�u�b��� - he� na�� is Ur�u�� of t�e Hal� of t�e Ris�� Sun, if t�i� is he��f��).

Mos� ar� of yo�� na���� of Uri��� as Ur�u�� is - a fe� we�� ca���r�� w�e� yo�� s�� ne���r� wa� di���n���d,

t�o��h mo�� of t�o�� ha�� le�, ha���g ac���t�� o�r off�r to fa����ta�� t�i�. If t�e� wa�� to le���, t�e� ne�� on��

c�o��� to re����e t�e�� me����es. If t�e� co���d�� t�e�� mi��s in����at�, t�e� a li�� of is����i�n is t�e on�� op����.

Our la�� on t�i� ma���r ar� qu��� s��ic�.

It is po���b��, gi��� we ar� in a ne� er� of co���n��a���n be����n us, t�a� ex���t�o� co��� be ma��. But su�� a

t�i�g wo��� re����e mo�� t�u�t to ex��� be����n us t�a� it cu���n��y do��. I t�i�k it wi��� t�a� I si��l� re��� t�i�

in���m��i�� to yo�, an� I im����e yo� ma� fe�� a ra� of em���o�s ab��� it. I un���s���d if so�� of t�o�� em���o�s

ar� an���. We ha�� lo�� li��� wa�� of w�a� yo�� Im�e���l an��� ca� ac����e. My ho�� is t�a� m� ca����r wi��

al����at� so�� of yo�� co���r��. We t�u�y ha�� no���n� to hi��, bu� o�r cu���m� ar� o�r cu���m� an� o�r wa�� ar�

o�r wa��, an� in an� ca�� yo� te���f� us.

In un���s���di��,

Sag� Kri���p�,

Ap�o��t�� b� t�e wi���m of t�e Co�n��� of Sag��, an� on t�e ad���� of t�e Ade��s of Un�e�s���d���,

Cho��� Rep����n�a��v� of t�e Pe�p�� of Tsa�� to t�e Im�e���li��s of Cas���a.
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To Sk��is� Gra���,

I om�� yo�� ti���s be����e I w�i�� in a pe���n�� ca����t�, as on� t�i�k���, fe����g be��� to an����r. I wi�� mi���r

yo�� ow� g�e���n� - he���. Hel�� suffi���. I do no� w�i�� ma�� le���r�, t�o��h mo�� an� mo�� t�e�� da��.

It is diffi���t to ex���s� in wo��s w�a� yo�� le���r me��� to me. Yo� pa����d a ve�� vi��� pi���r� wi�� yo�� wo��s.

Thi��s ma���r. Pe�p�� ma���r. Yes. Yes, t�a� is t�e si��l� t�u�h of t�i�g�. I ha� no� re����ed, w�e� yo� co���c���

us vi� t�e One Who Spe��� Of Uni��, t�a� yo� ac��� ag����t yo�� Em�i��’s de����on�. “It ha� be�� de����d” - b�

w�o�? By t�o��, pe���p�, w�o ac� wi����t co��c����e. Tho�� w�o d�i�� yo�� wa���k� em���� to b�o��s���, ov�� an�

ov��. Tho�� w�o ac� in di���r�, w�e� we s��iv� on�� fo� ha���n�. I t�i�k yo� ar� a go�� pe���n, Gra���.

I do no� k�o� mu�� ab��� yo�� pe����. Tho�� w�o we ke�� he�� - t�o�� f�o� yo�� Em�i�� w�o ha�� vi����ed o�r

la�� an� t�e�p����d he��, an� s�a��d a w�i�� - ha�� to�� us mu��. In m� li����me, yo�� Em�i�� ha� c�a�g�� - in

m� e�r��e�t me����es I ta���d to a wo��� w�o in he� yo��� fled an���l� e�s���r��, an� s�e s�o�� of a ma� ca���d

Ah�a� w�o ha� be���� yo�� Em�e��r, an� in a mo���t of ut���t g�a��, wo���d to fin� a co���n un���s���di��

be����n t�e en���v�� an� t�e�� s�a��r�. An� ye� in m� li����me t�e g�a�d����h�e� of a s�a�� is ma�� Ar��ma��,

an� of t�e Hig� Re�l� no���h��e�s. Per���s t�e wa���n���s an� so���s of di���r� do no� w�o�l� ru��. It se���

pe���p� in re���t ti��� t�e�� ha� be�� a tu�� in t�e Cas���a� Em�i��’s fo���n�� an� in it� na����, as a pe����.

It in���g�e� me. It fil�� m� he��� wi�� a t�e�b���g ho�� I ca� ba���y vo���. Per���s t�e�� is ye� a c�a�c� yo� wi��

jo�� o�r vo����.

It ha� be�� ne���y a ye�� si��� yo�� ac���� - I do no� k�o� w�e� yo� w�o�� t�i� le���r, bu� I as���� le�� t�a�

t�a�. Yet yo� s�i�l fe�� re���s��? Wor���n�. Ple���, le� me k�o� if yo� t�u�y fin� yo����l� in ut���t pe���. I ca� off�r

yo� li��l� bu� sa��t����, bu�… t�e�� is al���s sa��t���� he��. In t�i� on�, be���i��l va���y, in t�i� sa���d p�a��,

t�e�� is sa��t����. Wri�� to me, Gra���, if yo�� ki��n��� ca���� vi����t ha��s to ri�� up ag����t yo�. We ca�

al���s ma�� to yo� t�e off�r we ma�� to an� w�o fin� t�e�s����s he��, d�a�n b� t�e ca�� of fa�� an� b� a me���y

t�e� ba���y un���s���d.
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Per���s t�i� ha���n�� la�� ti��. I ha�� a se��� of… I do no� k�o�. Per���s… bu� t�e ti���n� po��� is no� ye�.

Not ye�. To� fa��. To� so��, to� so�� it co���. We ne�� to da��� be���r t�i� ti��, Sk��is� Gra���. Do yo� he�� t�e

s�i��t� of t�o�� yo� k�e� de���y in li��, or w�o�� fa�� ha� c�e���d to yo���? Lis��� to t�e�. Lis��� to t�e�� wi���m.

The� ar� wa����g.

Yo� as��� ab��� qu��� p�a��s, an� w�a� I t�i�k of w�e� I me����te t�e�� to c�e�� m� mi�� an� em��y m� he���.

In qu��� p�a��s I t�i�k of t�o�� w�o ca�� be���� me. Gi��d as I am, as an or�, to be ab�� to he�� t�e�� vo����,

so����me� t�e� gu��� me. My g�e��-a�n� wa� a ve���t p�a��r in he� yo���, an� as s�e ag�� s�e be���� a

fo����ma� in o�r g�e�� qu���y - a ki�� wo���. I ha�� a vi��� me���y of he� ar����g wi�� Ade�� Mil���, w�o in

m� yo��� wa� c�i�� of t�e Ade��s, ab��� so�� fine� po��� of p�i��s���y, of t�e de����s an� me����g of t�e

re���r���e. An� t�e� s�e tu���d to me an� s�i��d. I he�� he� vo���, in t�e qu��� p�a��s. Her wi���m gu���� me,

an�, ap����te� as I am to t�e Co�n��� of t�e Sag�� of t�e Pe�p��, so I gu��� t�e�. Eve��t���g bu���s in it���f, an�

ev���t���g ma���r�. Eve���n� ma���r�.

Yo� ha�� s�o��n to me ab��� ma�� t�i�g� an� I fe�� I wi�� no� be ab�� to ad���s� t�e� al�. Wri�� to me ag���,

ev�� if yo� ar� sa�� f�o� re���s�� f�o� yo�� wa���n�. I sa� it ag���: I wa� so s��uc� b� t�e ge����e ki��n��� an�

wa��t� p�e��n� in yo�� le���r. Yo� ha�� m� f�e� pe���s��o� to w�i�� to me on t�e���g� an� p�i��s���y at an� ti��.

We li�� to be��� a se����n of le����n� wi�� qu����on� to t�e ot���. So I la� so�� o�t to yo�.

Tel� me - w�a� do yo� be����e? Wha� do yo� t�i�k it is, t�i� t�i�g we ca�� t�e wo��d? How do yo� un���s���d yo��

p�a�� in it? Wha� wi�� ha���n w�e� yo� di�?

One da�, I ho�� we me��. Spe�� to me t�e� of t�e s�� an� of t�e s�o� an� of t�e pe���.

In un���s���di��,

Kri���p�



PID: 8448.1

Fintan,

I apologise for my late reply. It proved a little difficult to get together the mana to

send it - a temporary supply issue. And then your most recent letter was addressed

to the wrong citadel - luckily, through some serendipity of Autumn, I happened to be

visiting the very place you sent it to! A piece of luck.

Firstly, let me offer my sincere condolences at the death of your friend Ravadi. In

Axos we keenly understand the tragedy that dying represents, in the abstract, but

grief is always an individual mystery. I will not pretend to understand how you feel - I

am simply sorry you feel such pain. I trust that your friend’s vigilant spirit protects

her spirit from the worst of the Creator’s tortures in the world beyond. When I

arrive - of which more later - I would be honoured if you would tell me more about

her, about her passing, and how you are marking her death.

Secondly, to business. You are the ambassador to Axos - it seems to me quite natural

that you might entertain a visitor from Axos without it rousing any suspicion?

Therefore, I have decided to bring myself, and Bawn-Watch, to the Empire. I will be

planning to attend with the shield quite openly - I imagine there may be others who want

to talk to me about it! But the offer I have made is not something I will discuss with

them - that is for you alone.

We do not need to conclude our business at the coming summit. I have been meaning to

visit the Necropolis for a number of years now, and I have some scholarly contacts

there I occasionally exchange letters with. I have written to them and they have helped

secure me a reasonable rate at a place called Myfanwy's Rest, Fishguard, Necropolis.
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So for the time being, address letters to me there. It will do me a powerful good to

take myself out of the Gates for a little while. I have just completed my annual

devotional rites to my ancestors whose spirits remain here, protected by necromantia,

and I have asked them for guidance and protection on my journey.

I will talk to you of Vigilance, Wisdom, and Understanding, and in person we may take

the measure of one another. If you are willing, and are willing to open your heart and

trust, I am willing to light within it the flame of Understanding. I will ensure I am suitably

dedicated to this task. Bone Dust is hard to come by, but I will make the effort.

Perhaps I will even sample liao when visiting.

I have made some early inquiries with Grand Ilarch Adonai’s office and requested that

they liaise with Illarch Maxatious’s people to make sure he is aware of my visit, as given

this nasty business in the western mountains, the Empire is rather a dark subject of

conversation at the dinner tables and devotional meetings in high society at present. I

will be just one of many travellers, of course! Ultimately simply a scholar with a fading

career, though, I like to think, no little skill and wisdom. However, a number of people in

Ipatavo know that I have the shield, and as my dynasty is old and well-regarded, and as I

intend to make my journey publicly known, I don’t wish to cause a diplomatic incident

inadvertently. Forfend that I cause scandal!

I will see you soon. I hope we can begin a friendship. It cannot and will not replace the

greater one you have lost - but we should make the best of the spiteful world the

Creator weaves, and continue in the face of sorrow.

In vigilance, understanding, and wisdom, and in Ravadi’s living memory,

Theodosia (of the Gates of Ipatavo!!)


