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De�r Gra���,

I wa� di���r��� to re�� of yo�� p�e��c��e�t. I s�o�� wi�� o�r di���m��� to t�e Re�l� of Day, w�o s�o�� wi�� o�r
f�i��d� an� co���c�� t�e�� (we co���d�� mo�� of t�e Ete���l� of t�a� re��� to be o�r f�i��d�, sa�� Zak����, w�o ha�
al���s ha� li��l� in����s� in us, an�, of co����, t�i� on� t�a� ha� no� ar����). The� wa���d ag����t an� co���c� wi��
t�i� “Col� Sun”: t�a� t�i� be��� wo��� re���� f�o� op����s� an� un���s���di��, an� su���y se�� to de��r�� us: on�� it
ha� fini���d it� cu���n� wo��, t�a� is. I ho�� ag����t ho�� t�a� t�i� do�� no� ha���n - yo� k�o� t�a� I ha�� li��l�
lo�� fo� t�e Pe�p�� of t�e Hor��, bu� I wo��� no� wi�� up�� t�e� su�� a te���b�� fo�. I un���s���d it to be an an����t
flam�, no� un����d: I ho�� yo� ha�� t�e s��en��h to re���t it� co�� fu��. The re���s ar� t�e refl����on� of t�e wo��d
we wi�� in�� it� be����n�, an� t�e�� is mu�� fu�� in t�e wo��d.

I ha�� be�� to�� t�a�, fo� no�, yo� re���� t�e Ar��ma�� of Day. As su��, I wa�� to ma�� yo� an off�r: us� yo��
po��� of, I am to�� it is ca���d “p�e��p��e�t����”, an� re����t of an Ete���l of Day t�a� t�e� se� as��� a c�a�b�� in
t�e re��� fo� us to me�� (we ar� go�� f�i��d� wi�� t�e Ete���l� of Day, bu� t�e� wi�� no� be mi���d to g�a�t us t�i�
wi����t t�i� po���, I t�i�k). As lo�� as it is no� Zak���� (or t�e Col� Sun!) I am su�� t�e� wi�� ob����. Eve� if yo�
ha���n to no lo���r be t�e Ar��ma�� of Day w�e� it co��� to pa��, t�e s�a�� wi�� be ma�� fo� us. Of co����, Im�e���l
“ju���c�” ma� se� yo� en� be���� t�a�, bu� I be����e yo� wi�� en����. If we ca�, I wa� ho���g yo� an� so�� ot���s co���
jo�� me in a gu���� se����n of me����ti�� an� ca�� refl����on, co���c��� b� on� of o�r ad���s, an� we co��� ta�� mo�� in
pe���n ab��� al� t�e t�i�g� t�a� do no� fit in�� a le���r.

The�� is so���h��� el�� I ma� be ab�� to do fo� yo�, if yo� do co��. We ha�� an in����on of so��s, p�e��r�� f�o� a
p�a�t un���e to t�e mo����in� ar���� Vis���, k�o�n li�� t�e p�a�t as za����vi. Lik� t�e ma��� of Nig��, it ca� p�u�k
me����es f�o� t�e mi��, bu� fa� mo�� po���t��: be���r ye�, it gi��� on� t�e ab����y to fu��y re���� an� refl��� on on�’s li��
up to t�a� po���. I t�i�k yo� ca��y so ma��, ma�� bu���n�, an� it c�e���s a g�e�� di���r���ce in yo�� he���. Wit�
t�e us� of za����vi, p�o��r�� p�e��r�� an� in t�e ri��t s�i��t�a� an� me���l f�a�� of mi��, on� ca� fin� g�e�� he����g.
Thi� wo��� be m� wi�� fo� yo�.

If yo� wo��� li�� to un���s���d mo�� of o�r be����s he��, b� t�e wa�, se�� o�t Iki� of t�e Red���d, al�� of yo�� pe����.
I ha�� al�� be�� w�i��n� to t�e�: I t�i�k s�a��n� yo�� un���s���di�� wo��� he�� yo� bo��. An��ay, ye�: to eff�c� a
me����g, c�o��� t�e Ete���l of Day yo� mo�� t�u�t to p�e��r� a s�a�� fo� us, an� us� yo�� p�e��p��e�t���� po���. We
wi�� so�� t�e ot��� ar���g��e�t�.

In un���s���di��,

Sag� Kri���p�
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To t�e Im�e���l Con���, Jar���k Or�e�, of t�e Cas���a� Em�i�� of t�e Bay of Cat����:

A�er re����in� yo�� la�� le���r, I we�� ba�� to o�r ar���v�� an� re-re�� t�e la�� I se��. I w�o��, I t�i�k, “o�r
cu���m� ar� o�r cu���m� an� o�r wa�� ar� o�r wa��”. I s�o��d ha�� al�� sa��, it se���, “o�r la�� ar� o�r la��”.
Yo� sa��, in yo�� re��y, “we un���s���d t�a� t�e� ha�� b�o��n yo�� cu���m�” - me����g t�e in����du��� d�e�l��� on
t�e Is�e of Zab��. I wa�� to ma�� it ex���m��� c�e��: t�e� di� no� b�e�� o�r cu���m� (in ac���� fa��, t�e� ha��
mo�� or le�� be�� pe����ul du���g t�e�� ti�� he��, re���c���g o�r s��on��y-he�� be����s). The� b�o�� o�r la��.

The di���n���on is t�i�: cu���m� ar� so���h��� a pe���� ha��, an� we, t�e pe���� of Tsa��, t�e Lug�, t�e Pe�p�� of
t�e Mo�n, ar� ce����n�� on� pe����, or� an� hu��� al���. But we ar� al�� a so����ig� na����, li�� an� ot��� na����
of t�e wo��d, to be re���c��� in o�r so����ig��y. Ot�e� sa��� I s�o��d yo�� le���r to we�� ap���l�� at yo�� wo���n�,
an� it is on�� m� re���� of m� p�e���us le���r to yo�, w�i�h I ca� on�� as���� is w�e�� yo� go� t�e wo�� “cu���m”
f�o� in t�i� co���x�, t�a� p�e��n��� a le�� fu���u� re���n��.

No ex���t�o� ca� be ma��. How����: I re���t�� re����ed a ve�� po���� an� he��f�� le���r f�o� Cad���, t�e Sen���� of
o�r ne���b�u�� in Zen���. In it he me����ne� t�e in���t�o� to co��t���t a fo���fic��i�� in Lus���, bu� re���t��
Tsa����n a�d p�e��s��� be����e he di� no� fe�� t�e Em�i�� co��� gu����te� ke����g yo�� pa�� of t�e ba����n t�a�
Sag� Apo����n, in hi� an����t wi���m, p�o��s�� to yo�, t�e Pe�p�� of t�e Hor��. Fa�r en����. Thi� wa� a po���� an�
co���d��a�� le���r fo� w�i�h I wo��� li�� yo� to pa�� al��� m� t�a�k�: bu� it al�� go� me t�i�k���. Yo� mi��t be
ab�� to he�� us!

Of co���� we wo��� p�e��r no� to ke�� t�e p�i��n��� we do, bu� t�e� ha�� se�� so mu�� of li�� he��, fa� be���d
an��h��� yo�� s�i�� co��� in����. The� ca���t be pe���t��� to re���n to yo� wi�� t�e�� me����es in���t.
Un�o�t����el�, w�i�� ma�� ha���l�, ov�� t�e ye��� ha�� c�o��n to jo�� t�e Lug� or to re���n to t�e Em�i�� c�e��s��
of al� me���y of t�i� p�a��, t�e on�� t�a� re���� ar� pa���c��a�l� s�u�b���. The� ci�� t�e vi����s yo� ad���� to -
Loy���y, o��n, so����me� al�� Wis��� - an� in so�� ca��� em���s��e t�a� t�e� wi�� ne����r be���y t�e�� Em�i��
b� jo����g us no� gi�� up ha�� a ce���r� of me����es b� re���n��� to yo�.
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Wha� I wa� t�i�k��� is t�a� pe���p� yo� co��� ar���g� fo� le���r� to be w�i�t�� b�, sa�, t�e ni�� Cad���, an�
ot��� Uri��� Sen����s w�o wa�� to w�i��, t�e Loy���y an� Vig����ce Car����l�: t�a� so�� of t�i�g? In�e��, t�e
he���d� of t�e Con����n�e-of-Kin�� in���m us t�a� a ne� Em��es� is to be c�o�n�� in yo�� la��: pe���p� ev�� a
le���r f�o� he�? Ob�i���l�, t�e�� le���r� wo��� no� be to me, or m� fe���w Pe�p�� of t�e Mo�n. Rat���, t�e� wo���
be to t�e Pe�p�� of t�e Hor�� w�o d�e�l he��, ur���g t�e� to gi�� up t�e�� me����es an� re���n to yo�. If t�e
g�e�� vo���� of Uri��� an� t�e Vir��� of t�e Em�i��, pe���p� ev�� t�e hi���s� vo��� in yo�� im����al��� hi����c��: if
t�e� al� s�e�� as on�, as���g t�e�� pe���� to ca�� off t�e�� me����es, we t�u�y be����e it wi�� pe����de ev�� t�e mo��
s�a�w��� ho��-o�t� to gi�� up.

The ho��-o�t� ar� le�, as I al����d to in m� la�� le���r, b� Ur�u�� of t�e Hal� of t�e Ris�� Sun, so if t�e me���g��
we�� ad���s��� to “Ur�u�� an� t�o�� t�a� fo���w he�”, an� it pe����de� he�, t�a� wo��� p�o��b�� be be��.
Rem����r t�a� t�e la�� t�i�g s�e wi�� re���b�� is be��� a yo��� wo��� c�i�b��� in t�e mo����in� du���g t�e
ti�� of Em�e��r Ah�a�: s�e wi�� aw���� as an ol� wo���, wi�� no me����es of t�e in���v��i�g ye���, ac���p��i��
wi�� ca�� b� o�r cu���� to o�r bo���r�. In t�u�h: I do no� t�i�k t�i� wo��� be p�e���n� fo� he�. But if yo��
se����r� an� ca���n��� an� Em��es� be����e t�a� t�e f�e���m of t�o�� ke�� he�� ag����t t�e�� wi�� is mo��
im���t��� t�a� t�e�� me����es of t�a� ca���v���, yo� mu�� pe����de t�e�. I wi�� se� to it t�a� t�e le���r� ar�
de����re�.

Now, ho� to se�� t�e le���r�: we��, as I me����ne�, we ar� on go�� te��s wi�� Las����r, w�o g�a�t� bo��� in
su�� ma���r�. The� ha�� ag���� to ac� as a go-be����n: I en���s� wi�� t�i� me���g� a s�a�l to��� t�a� t�e� ha��
im���� wi�� t�e�� po���. If t�i� to��� is in����d at yo�� Im�e���l Reg�� b� a ma����an ca���n� op����e po���l, it
wi�� di���p�a�, al��� wi�� an� w�i�t�� ma����al� he�� al���s��e it, an� be de����re� to me. It wi�� wo�� on�� on��, of
co����.

Of co���� - yo� co��� fo��� t�e�� le���r�. I wo��� no� k�o�, an� ne����r wi�� t�e�. But I wi�� re��� t�e� in go��
fa���, an� I ho�� yo� wi�� do t�e sa��: I am ex���d��� yo� t�e co���s��o� of t�u�t. I wa�� to he�� yo� in t�i�,
Con���. I un���s���d w�� t�i� wo����s yo�: we un���s���d. Tha� is w�� we ar� so p�e���d to off�r t�i� op���t��i�y.

In un���s���di��,

Sag� Kri���p�
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Dear Fintan,

I will visit Anvil on the Saturday of the coming summit, arriving at around the hour of 4, and
I shall bring the shield. If you intend to proceed, have the new artifact ready along with all
other necessary materials, and we shall find somewhere private to formally make the
exchange and conduct all other necessary business. If you do not intend to proceed, I will be
in my lodgings in Fishguard on Friday: please let me know, and it will save me the journey
with the shield at least, though I will probably still come for us to talk in person.

I wanted to let you know how moved I am at the idea of this exchange. While the three
spiritual forces I cleave to are equally important to me, the potential of a relic of
Understanding to Axos can not be overstated. We have much Vigilance and no little Wisdom,
but Understanding… since Solokha’s fall, well, it has never truly been in fashion, not really. You
are doing a brave and good thing. I want you to know how much I respect you for that.

In friendship,

Theodosia
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Hello, Clèrabéla.

I represent a coterie of mutual friends who share an interest and a certain other circle of friends with you.

We were recently approached by a servant of those august personages, and have been encouraged in our

work within the city of Apulian, spreading the interests of those self-same shadows.

Now, we know a passageway that leads to a secret place under the Palace of Apulian. There, we tend to

meet and talk and discuss our business. It was quite a surprise to learn - from another such servant who

visited - that a fateful opportunity exists on this very solstice, for parties from Anvil - 4 or 5, we think - to

join one or more of us in that self-same hideaway.

That servant advised us of your existence, and bid us approach you as we are here, telling you of this

occluded conjunction, which you will find on no prognosticator’s report, and inviting you hence. If you wish, bring

others who you can trust to bring into your confidence in this matter. We seek to plan a strategy for the

advancement of the interests of our associates in the city, as I believe you suggested, and we would dearly love

your advice. You will understand the politics better than us, we think, even as we know the secret ways one

travels at night.

Travel, therefore, at 20:25 on Friday of the Solstice, to ‘the deepest basement under the Palace of Apulian’,

in Apulian, in Spiral. That should be enough information for you to use the Gate, I think.

I am,

Mairi (maybe) xoxo
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De�r Red���d Iki�,

Ful� is yo�� he��� wi�� qu����on�! Let me t�� to an���r so��. It is t�u� t�a� so�� an���t��� ca���t be he��� -
bu� we do no� be����e t�e� ar� ul����te�� lo��. It is p�o��b�� t�u� t�a� t�e� ar�, in a se���, “di���l���” in�� t�e
Cac����n� of t�e Mor���: t�o�� wi����t a s��on� wi��, wo��d����, an� co���c��o� to t�e wo��d se�� to s�i� aw�� so
e�s���. In Tsa��, be����e we ha�� fo� so lo�� p�o��t�� on� wa� of t�i�k��� an� on� se� of be����s, we ge����l�� fin�
t�a� mo�� ar� re���b��e� an� fin� a vo��� to ca�� to us: ev��� or� an� hu��� w�o ha� ev�� li��� in Tsa�� is
ca���d in�� t�e g�e�� wa�� t�a� su����n�� t�e sa���d g�o��d of Vis���, al��, an� so b� t�e�� fo��s an� na���
t�e� ar� al�� re���b��e�, an� t�i� do�� as���t wi�� he����g t�e�. The bo��� of t�e wi���t of us ar� p�e��r��� in
Vis���, an� it is t�e�� vo���� we te�� to he�� lo����t.

Ple���, do no� pu� yo����l� do��. Whi�� yo� ha�� be�� s��ic��� b� s�a��r�, I am su�� t�a� yo� wo��� ha�� mu�� to
te��� me t�a� I do no� un���s���d. I ha�� be�� to����d b� yo�� op�� he���. I am w�i��n� to Gra���, an����r of
yo�� fe���w�, an� in����n� he� to re����t a me����g wi�� re���s���at���� of Tsa�� b� t�e po��� of p�e��p��e�t����.
The�� wi�� ce����n�� be an op���t��i�y fo� at le��� on� ot��� or� to co�� if s�e c�o���s to do t�i�: if yo� ca�,
pe����de he� to le� it be yo�. I wi�� at���d t�e me����g, ar���g�� fo� us in a c�a�b��: so pe���p� we wi�� me��,
a��r al�. Let t�i� be t�e fir�� s�e� in a ro�� to���d� f�i��d���p, pe���p�.

In�i��n���l�, yo� me����n a su��t���� k�o�n as Bla�� Lot��. I ha�� he��� ol� ta��� of t�i� su��t����, sa�� to be
ab�� to g�a�t un����l�e��d in���h�� in�� t�e On�e-an�-Fut���-Cre����: bu� it is no� cu���v��e� he�� in Tsa��. Ple���
le� t�e pe���� w�o p�a� to vi����e o�r bo���r� k�o� t�i�.

In un���s���di��,

Sag� Kri���p�


