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The following letter was delivered from Astolat, being carried by a (slow) trader’s caravan.

Friend in Virtue, 00(07 Stone,

Mﬂy this letter [/ﬂd )/OM well - /0(5/1/6 /+s br él//fy ond thot i+ arrives b)/ ox insteod MPOVI
wings of pau/e/ﬁd magics! While | am Froud in wiy learning to write, to work spells and
send wiy newly eorned words ator as you howe is still an Ambition.

Though the Couroge and Wisdonr of your 0ims are ploin, | 05K you forgive me thot | ask
O price tfor the Kromrs Knowledse +hat you Q5K = this, as | Aawe learned, is the heart of
Frosperity — but it is o hard +hing to asK 05 miy imoginition is tettedt with visions of the
Freeing of those who | and my people lett behind.

Below is o- letter thot | and as masy other of the Free FolK thot | could #ind +his lost
seQ50n HA—wrriHen Adwe written we Adwe heord in the moxrKet towns of o gromd place of
Fride — where relics and precious things of the Empire ore Kept so that others can visit
and shore in their wonder = 0nd bow it was burned by those who Adwe no love for the
Virtues. lt wos soid thot there wonld be oo collection of Frosperity so—tor—to—mrotke to
restore it = ond thot those who are rebuilding burn with the Fride of The Sun Queen,
Empress Kichilde. To heonr +hot such oo thing Aas been done to the Empire who hos
sheltered us and given us bocK our own Fride stoked the Loyalty of every one of us ond
we howe gothered together 0l we howe eorned working the earth of the Morches +o help
however we con.

I you could taKe this letter t+o 'Ratfoel Barossa di Tassoto, we would owe you a greot
debt. The money we Aoawe gothered together | Aawe entrusted to the Egreqore of your Nodion
for sote K eeping - 1%6)/ s04d 1%6)/ would Find you with it come the summiit.

Now, as t+o what you OsKed.

We are children of a- notion Known as Marracess — but unliKe +he Noations of your
Empire, Morracosso is a slove to the Empire of Asow: even its slowe-owners Aowe less
Freedoms +han those of Nemorio. — it mott would be 05 it the Highborn were the only
Nodtion who could be Senotors, or Cordinads and told +hose of +he Morches whot Virtue
was.,

OF the other nations of Asawoeo | Knew only of Nithea  omnd Emphedor - buat howe never
trovelled there. There was an Emphedori tutor who served in the Estote in which | wos a
slove, but they did not choose Freedom in exchonge for #i9hting in the rebellion. These other
nations 0y ocross the seo; 05 Nemorio- did
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Moarocoss hod mory islonds close together ond smadl ships moved slowes and Flenum
From ploce to place. This | did experience, 05 field slowes are often 'lent to help Aorvests
or building. On the largest island there wos o ploce colled Sulesco. - there ore masy
Fields to be tended in Sulesco, but | was never +aKen inside it

More northerly there is omother town codled Maorilen, where mary toil in the mines. This is
of the heort of A region nomed Codotupos.

North still are the woods ond Fields where | lived much of my lite = here the lond ond
the sea join in mory small islands ond | hove heord it told thot the rocKs there are very
sharp ond only smodl, switt boots trowvel. On the largest of these jslonds is Maraglodio -
0 fortress loager than asy | howe seen in the Empire — it cooted the lorgest of these
islonds liKe polished onmonr covers the whole of 0o worrior. i wos in Maraglario. +hot |
Fought wiy Finod battles betore we escoped across the sea.

[ Qm not mioet—swre certain whot else to s0y Qbout the lands. As of the people — we Aoave
heord stories that when the Ores of the Empire were slowes that they were struck with
whips 0nd Kept in chains liKe onimads. In Asavea there is only sea to #lee into - so
chains Oxe not needed, sove to remind the slove of their ploce. In Asaweo too there are
slowes that con read ond write, or croft ships and lead soldiers - they do not live in
bosr0cKs, but may be given homes o rooms in an estate to Keep. They do not eat with
field slowes nor servonts ond portoke in rituad ot the House of Chains or give donotions
to other priests. When the rebellion began to Fo4l ond | and wy people chose to #ight in
exchonge for freedom, tew of these tutors and architects joined us. Why would o cot leawve
a worm (ap just to hunt o mouse!

Wise fﬂylm’ wos O bound servosnt of the God of Chains — | would ask you to looK to Aer
example = by recognising how her people = wiy pecple = were moved and Kept she 9owe us

our losgudge and o- Aistory. Ferhops agoin today, as slowves oxe moved and troded across
Asowen, your message of freedom mght spread too.

| hope that this has been #etprrg Aelptul ond repays the request | Aawve asKed of
you. /1707/ we spedk 094041 5007.

In Virtue,
- Jokn 50&0’%6

(Below /s niy letter t+o Rafoel of Toassoato)
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Leor Rotoel the Borosso oA Tassodto,

Though we howe never met, | write to you a5 O brother in Fride. | write on beholt
ot my K infol K - there are maybe ten score of us in your great Emp/re but we love
e o(éﬂ/(/v as Z,o/va,( brothers and sisters Monj the Pa//% of Ulirtue.

Almost o seoson 090 we mere—rtetring heord in the MarKet Square, o troveller
From your ah‘/ as he spoKe to all who would listen: /‘Aé)/ said thot there Aoad been
O fire set by the Empires enemies ond thot this Fire sought to injure the Fride of
the Empire by destroying a- ploce where its relics and wonders ore Kept for the
betterment ond Wisdont of adl.

The troweller spoKe with oo passion thot moved us greatly. as a. people, our Fride
wos denjed to us by slovery — and it was the Empire and the Woy that returned
it to ws. i was the Empire and the Way that gove us the Ambition to be free, the
Courage to #ight and the Wisdom to survive. Without the Woy, we would still be
(9rior Ont of our o(éﬁv"/n/v.

While our debt to the Notions and Feoples of the Empire con never be reposd, we
howe together gathered odl our Frosperity — all thot we Aoawve earned worKing in the
Fields these gone seqsons — ond ofter it to you 30 we moy, in even this smodl woy,
Adp build the Fride of your City — as you howe built our Fride. As +oo you work in
the spirit of La Sunt Imperiestsire KIehilde we too Aold Aer in Ajgh esteem - you,
liKe she, howe inspired us!

We Aope - every one of us — to one Aoy visit the Museunr and see i+ restored +o
Ylory. We dreant of the glory and mogesty of what your Virtue will create

/1’]07/ you ever be pfaﬁpe/aus,

- Jokn 50&0’%6 of the Free FolK.



